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INTRODUCTION. 



Upon taking charge of the Mining Bureau (Inspeccion General de 
Minas) on March 21, 1900, reestablished by General Orders, 'No. 31, 
Office of the Militar}^ Governor, dated March 10, 1900, a critical study of 
the mining laws in force in the archipelago was immediately com- 
menced. 

The General Mining Law of May 14, 1867, had been published on May 
6, 1868. This law was a very long and involved system of rules and reg- 
ulations, and, notwithstanding its extensive publication, the Superior 
Civil Government on April 14, 1874, ordered its republication, and that 
all chiefs of provinces should collect and file the law, making a report of 
having done so. 

In issuing this decree ordering the republication, the Superior Civil 
Government says : ^^Having observed the defective formalities practiced 
by the chiefs of the provinces as to proceedings for the registry of mines, 
which defects bring about difficulties and delay in the dispatch of such 
business, * * * the Superior Civil Government orders the official 
republication of the Koyal Decree and Kegulations to the end that in the 
future ignorance of said law can not be alleged, and therefore no class or 
kind of irregularity which may be committed shall be excusable.^^ 

The law was accordingly republished on April 18, 1874; its provisions 
were not observed, however, and in a circular of August 26, 1876, the 
Director-General of Civil Administration says : ^^Notwithstanding pub- 
lication, * * * jt has come to be observed that in the larger part of 
the expedientes of record having their origin in the governments of the 
provinces errors are committed or formalities omitted which sometimes 
invalidate them and other times delay the final action upon them, to the 
disadvantage of the State and the individuaP^ ; and then follows a brief 
abstract of the more essential provisions for the purpose of preventing a 
recurrence of these errors and omissions. 

On September 20, 1893, it was found necessary to reiterate these com- 
plaints and again direct attention to the ^^main proceedings." 

The above statements and quotations indicate the practical difficulties 
experienced in enforcing the provisions of this law. 

No attempt appears to have been made to abstract this general mining 
law and collect its scattered and extended provisions under convenient 
headings with reference to other provisions of subsequent date, and with 
an index of reference. 
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The officer in charge of the reestablished Bureau, after several days^ 
close study and application, nothwithstanding a reasonable degree of ex- 
perience in formulating and interpreting laws, was forced to undertake 
for his own use an abstract of the Royal Decree of May 14, 1867, witli 
references and cross-references covering the Regulations and subsequent 
orders and decrees, in order to obtain a clear and intelligent understand- 
ing of the law, and to enable him to inform the Military Government of 
existing conditions, and to recommend such changes and amendments as 
he should deem necessary in order to establish, direct, and maintain the 
mining industries in this archipelago. 

This volume is the result. 

Charles H. Burkitt, 
First Lieut, arid Squadron Adjt., Eleventh Car., U. S. V., 

Officer in Charge of the Mining Bureau. 

Manila, P. I., May, 1900. . 



CHAPTER L 



SUBSTANCES TO WHICH MINING INDUSTRY APPLIES* 



Article 1. 



(a) Precious stones; (1) 

(h) All substances metallic in their nature ; (5) 

(c) Combustibles; 

(d) Salts; 

(e) Phosphates of lime (solid, liquid, or gaseous, whether found 

upon the surface or beneath the ground), 
are substances to which the mining industry applies. 

XoTE 1. — Precious stones, independently of the manner and locality of discov- 
ery, form a special object of the mining industry. (Art. 1, Reg.) 

Note 2. — Inorganic substances above enun^erated, whether in lodes or strata, 
pockets or any manner of laying, and so situated that their working requires 
labor to develop — either by surface or underground operations — are special ob- 
jects of the mining industry. (Art. 1, Reg.) 

Note 3. — In petitions filed for exploitation of mines, if it appears that the sub- 
stances in above article are confounded with those named in Article 3, the gov- 
ernor or alcalde shall, at the time the petition is filed, make provision for draft- 
ing the petition as it should be, in order tnat the special j^roceedings provided for 
by the Royal Deciee may be followed in each case and consistently with the 
various objects of the claimed concession. (See Note 4, postea; Art. 2, Reg.) 

Note 4. — When after obtaining professional opinion there occurs any well- 
founded doubt upon the nature of the substance desired to be exploited, and 
when the owners of the ground raise such doubt within the time set for opposing 
petitions about minerals included in Article 1 of the Royal Decree (and prior lo 
the survey of the boundarj^ lines in petitions relating to minerals referred to in 
Article 3 of the Royal Decree), the governor or alcalde shall suspend the pro- 
ceedings in the petition and shall immediately report to the Superior Civil 
Governor, by the picper channels, for a resolution in the matter subsequent to 
the reports by the inspector of mines and by the Government and Industries Sec- 
tion of the Council of Administration. This resolution shall be final and without 
further recourse and shall be published in the Gazette that said resolution may 
form jurisprudence. (Art. 2, Reg.) 

Note 5. — For instance where ferruginous lands (Art. 7, R. D.) are classed 
under this article. (See Note 2, Art. 7, R. D., and Art. 10, Reg.) 

Note 6. — Upon petitions being filed for all classes of work, including those in 
Art. 3, R. D., tunnels, transportation, and drainage, etc., the petitioner must give 
a name to the mine. Governors or alcaldes, without recourse, may refuse to 
accept any name which may be offensive or bad sounding, considered morally or 
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8 ABSTRACT OF MINING LAWS. 

civilly, and oblige the petitioners to select others exempt from such objections. 
(Art. 41, Reg.) 

Note 7. — Coal has been the subject of many enactments and decrees, and the 
employment of engineers and superintendents for them has been a matter of fre- 
quent legislation, all intended to encourage the coal-mining industry. Some of 
these are only of historical interest, while others have the force of existing law. 
They are found in Appendix C, p. 99. 

Note 8. — Royal Order of August 21^ 1896, regidates the use of surface of State 
lands for mines, and provides taxation. (Appendix C, p. 121.) 

Article 2. 
The State is the proprietor of foregoing substances and no one can deal 
with them without a concession granted by the Superior Civil Governor 
( Governor-General) . 

Article 3. 
(a) Siliceous and calcareous products; 
(h) Sands; 

(c) Argillaceous^ magnesian, and ferruginous earths; 

(d) Marls; 

(e) Other substances of like class that may be applied to — 

(a) Building, 

(b) Agriculture, or 

(c) The arts, 

shall continue of common advantage when found upon State lands or 
lands belonging to "pueblos^^ ; and of private development when the lands 
are of private ownership. 

The substances comprehended in this article are not subject to the for- 
malities and requirements of the present decree, but shall be under the 
supervision of the Administration Civil relatively to policing and insur- 
ing the safety of the work. 

Eoyal Order, 20th of August, 1888, adds to Article 3 of this decree 
the following: "What is said in regard to State lands refers to those 
which may be inalienable as lands of the Crown ; but if they be alienable 
the Governor-General may authorize, specially, the exploitation of sub- 
stances comprehended in this article, the land being excepted from sale as 
long as the concessionary does not interrupt or abandon the exploitation 
of said substances.^^ 

Note 1. — See Note 3, Article 1, for directions as to examination of petition 
when filed to prevent confounding substances in this article with those named in 
Article 1. Also as to duty of governor or alcalde in these cases. 

Note 2. — Mineral products enumerated in this article shall be of free use if the 
consent of the owner of the ground be obtained, even in cases where said products 
are applied to pottery and the making of chinaware or porcelain and refractory 
bricks, crystal or glass, or any other product of the manufacturing industry, and 
when the owner refuses his consent the Superior Civil Governor may grant 
authority to exploit said mineral products for these uses after receiving the 
record of the governor or alcalde in the terms and with the formalities provided 
for by Article 4 of the Royal Decree. 
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For the purposes of Articles 4 and 5 of the Roj^al Decree, for exploitation shall 
be understood to mean the separation and extraction and alienation or consign- 
ment of the mineral products referred to in said articles, even though the owner 
of the ground or the concessionary, as the case may be, is not the manufacturer 
who applies said minerals direct to the uses stated in the foregoing paragraph. 
(Arts. 4 and 5, R. D.) 

Note 3. — The procedure for obtaining permission to exploit the products in this 
article is — 

(1) Petition filed under Model No. 1. 

(2) Notice by governor or alcalde to owner to expose within thirty days his 
reason for refusing the permit or declare his intention to exploit on his own 
account. 

(3) If the owner elects to exploit on his own account, proceedings shall be sent 
to the Superior Civil Governor through the proper channels in order that he may, 
after receiving report of the engineer and that of the Section of Government and 
Industries of the Council of Administration, fix the time within which the 
owner must commence operations, said period to be not less than three months, as 
per Art. 4, R. D. 

(4) During this period given the owner the petition to exploit shall be in sus- 
pense and can only be heard in case the owner fails to commence operations within 
the period named. The reports of the engineer and of the Section of the Council 
of Administration shall be drafted for the purpose of considering the reasons that 
may w^arrant the permit petitioned for. 

(5) If the owner fails within thirty days to do anything in tlie matter of bind- 
ing himself to make the exploitation on his own account, he shall be understood to 
waive such right. 

(6) In the latter case, as also where the owner refuses to exploit his property 
on his own account and submits reasons why he does not consent to exploitation 
by a third party, the records of the proceedings shall be sent to the Superior Civil 
Governor for his decision, to be rendered after receiving the report of the engi- 
neer and that of the Section of Government and Industries of the Council of 
Administration. 

This decision shall always be final, without further recourse, whether the permit 
is granted or not. (Art. 4, Reg., and Note 2, Art. 5, R. D.) 

Note 4. — For forfeitures by strangers granted permits to exploit, see Art. 5, 
and Notes 2 to 9, R. D., and especially Note 9, Art. 5, R. D. 

Note 5. — See Note 6 to x\rt. 1, R. D., for provision requiring name to be given 
to the mine or \vorks. 

Note 6. — See Note 3, Art. 10, R. D., in reference to the exclusion of rights to 
mining concession based upon tlie date of the petition, its filing, or evidence of 
any kind of time wherein j^rospecting was done. 

Note 7. — Guano is classed for the purpose of concessions under this head. See 
Royal Decree of August 13, 1893. (Appendix C, p. 112.) 

Article 4. 

Exploitation of the substances in preceding article not permitted — 
Without special permission of the owner (when land is of private own- 
ership), bnt — 

The Superior Civil Governor (Governor-General) may grant authority 
to work and open these deposits to anyone who may request it, for under- 
taking the manufacture of — 
(a) Pottery; 
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(b) China or porcelain ^ware; 

(c) Firebrick; 

(d) Fine or ordinary glassware; or 

(e) Any other manufacturing industry — 
Upon proceedings submitted — 

(a) By the governor or alcalde (governor, civil, political, and vill- 

iiary, or commandant of the district) ; 
(h) After audience to the owner of the land ; 

(c) Eeport from the Mining Bureau^ and 

(d) The Council of Administration. 
The owner, however — 

May bind himself to open and work the same on his own account and 
to commence work within a period (not to be less than three months) to 
be fixed by the Superior Civil Governor (Governor-General) (2) and 
shall have preference to do so over strangers. 

Note 1. — See Note 2 to Art. 3, R. D., and Arts. 3 and 5, R. D., for further 
explanation of the "exploitation" and extension of the construction placed upon 
this article in connection with Arts. 3 and 5, R. D. 

Note 2.— See Art. 4, Reg., and Notes 3 to 9 of Art. 5, R. D. 

Note 3. — For forfeitures see Art. 5 and Notes 2 to 9, R. D., especially Note 10, 
Art. 5, R. D. 

Note 4. — See Note 1 to Art. 22, R. D., for place and manner of recording 
petitions. 

Article 5. 
Upon authorization to develop any articles in Sections 3 and 4 named 
the stranger must, first — 

(a) Pay the owner one and one-fifth of the value of the land; (3) 
{!)) Also the deterioration or loss which the farm may suffer; 

and, 
(c) Give a guaranty for payment of such later damages as may 
be occasioned in the future. (3) 
The work shall not commence until after having fulfilled these 
requirements. The authorization shall expire when the concessionary 
permits a year to pass without developing the said substances. 

General Note. — See Article 8 for like damage provisions for "prospecting." 
Note 1. — See Art. 3, Note 2, R. D., and Arts. 3 and 4, R. D., for further expla- 
nation of exploitation and extension of the construction placed upon this article. 

Note 2. — If the Superior Civil Governor grant permit to a stranger to exploit 
the grounds of private property for the products referred to in Art. 3, R. D., the 
governor or alcalde shall take steps to give immediate notice of the granted per- 
mit and for valuing the grounds to be occupied, and in order that payment of the 
valuation price be promptly made to the owner of the ground and the bond be 
given. (Art. 5, Reg.) 

See Note 1, Art. 29, R. D., for application of this provision to requests for 
demarcation. 

Note 3. — The valuation shall be made by experts to be appointed by the parties 
in interest, and, in case jf disagreement, by a third expert, to be designated by the 
governor or alcalde at the time the interested parties select theirs. For this pur- 
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pose the parties shall give the authorities due notice of the appointment made by 
them, and they in turn shall be given immediate notice of the appointment of the 
third expert. Security (guaranty) shall be filed with the governor or alcalde. 
(Art. 5, Keg.) 

Note 4. — After the indemnification has been paid and the security furnished (as 
provided) and deposited, the governor or alcalde shall provide that without the 
least delay the ground be staked out by the engineer whose duty it may be to do 
so and shall report said provision to the Superior Civil Governor, who shall notify 
said engineer to comply with said provisions. (Art. 6, Reg.) 

Note 5. — The demarcation shall be stated with its extension and figure, as 
requested by party in interest, and in the petition (never to exceed 20,000 square 
meters) . But, the figure must always be a rectilinear polygon, with the least pos- 
sible mmiber of sides up to its limit of a rectangular parallelogram. (Art. 
6, Reg.) 

Note 6. — The engineer shall make two plats of the ground, one to be attached 
to the record and tlie other given to the party in interest. The plats shall deter- 
mine the starting point of the exploitation and its boundary lines. (Art. 6, Reg.) 

Note 7. — In case discrepancy appears, as the result of demarcation, between the 
ground contained in its perimeter and the ground wliereof valuation and indemni- 
fication has been made and security filed, the valuation shall be rectified by the 
same experts who intervened in the original valuation, if possible; otherwise, by 
others selected in the same manner. No work shall be commenced until this has 
been done and the payment made or deposited as provided in Art. 7, Reg., follow- 
ing. (Art. 6, Reg., and Note 8, postea.) 

Note 8. — If any of the parties fail. to appoint experts, the latter shall be 
appointed by the governor or alcalde. The demarcation shall not be suspended, 
nor any obstacle placed to the work necessary to exploit because the parties in 
interest do not conform to the valuations made by the two experts, or by the third 
in case of disagreement. 

In the latter case the grantee shall deposit the amount of the valuated indemni- 
fication with the increase referred to in Art. 5, R. D., in the General Deposit 
Office in Manila or in the Administration Office in the respective province. 

This deposit shall be independent of the sum to be paid for indemnification in 
case where a recourse has been interposed by the parties and has been duly 
resolved in compliance with the provisions of Art. 95, Reg. (Note 1, Art. 85, R. 
D.). (Art. 7, Reg.) 

See Note 1, Art. 29, R. D., for application of this provision to requests for 
demarcation. 

Note 9. — If the graijtee fail to exploit within one year the substances referred 
to in Arts. 3 and 4, R. D., in compliance with Art. 5, R. D., the forfeiture of the 
permit shall be declared ex officio, or, at the request of a party, by the governor or 
alcalde. For parties in the proceedings of forfeiture shall be understood not only 
the owner of the ground but also any other person who, with or without the own- 
er's consent, intends exploiting the same substances in the same locality. The 
declarations made by the governor or alcalde in the proceedings for forfeiture of 
permit can be appealed from to the Superior Civil Governor; but, against resolu- 
tion, rendered by the last-named Governor, after receiving the report from the 
respective Section of the Council of Administration, there shall lie no recourse. 
(Art. 8, Reg.; see Note 3, Art. 3, R. D.) 

Note 10. — See Note 1 to Art. 22, R. D., for place and manner of recording peti- 
tions for investigation or registry, and the procedure thereunder. 

Note 11. — See Art. 95, Reg. (Note 1, Art. 85, R. D., in reference to appeals to 
the Council of Administration from the Superior Civil Governor in exploitation 
granted to strangers ) . 
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Article 6. 

(a) Gold or tin bearing sands^ or 

(h) Other mineral products of rivers and placers^ shall he free 
for use without the necessity of authorization or license. 
Only when work is done by "fixed establishments^^ (1) shall mining 
claims (2) be laid out (3) according to Par. 3, Art. 13, R. D. 

Note L — For meaning of "fixed establishments," see note to Art. 9, Reg. 

Note 2. — See Paragraph 3, Article 13. Sixty thousand square meters to claim 
in a rectangle or square. 

Note 3. — The proceedings for concession under this article can be instituted 
without the obligation of putting up the plant prior to the filing of the petition; 
the work must be commenced, however, within one month from the date of filing 
the petition. The concession shall not be granted, nor shall the proceedings for 
said concession be definitely approved, until the fact is established, within the 
term set by the Superior Civil Governor in each case, that the plant has been 
erected completely, or at least sufficiently to be in condition to commence opera- 
tions. (Art. 9, Reg.) 

Note 4. — See Note 1 to Art. 22, R. D., for place and manner of recording peti- 
tions where work is done by "fixed establishments." 

Note 5. — See Note 6 to Art. 1, R. D., for provision requiring name to be given 
to the mine or works. 

Note 6. — By decree of the Governor-General of xlugust 3, 1894, the fraudulent 
and illegal working of gold placers in Northern Camarines without a concession 
was provided for by a set of nine rules. There is a question as to whether these 
are not general. By it the working of all placers without a concession is pro- 
hibited and provision made for forfeiture of gold illegally obtained. (Appendix 
C, p. 114.) 

Article 7. 

Ferruginous lands (such as ochers and red earths) shall also be free of 
operation. 

If the metallurgy of the iron places them in the first grade of mate- 
rials^ mining claims may be laid out according to Paragraph 2 of Article 
13. (1) 

Note 1.-500x300 meters. 

Note 2. — Where the metallurgy of iron is such as to render the earth raw 
material under Art. 1, R. D., the proceedings shall be immediately instituted 
as all others whereby a mining claim is solicited, but without the necessity of 
proving the existence of a fixed plant nor of erecting said plant on the part of 
the parties exploiting said claim, and the parties shall be classed as being in the 
same circumstances as grantees of mines containing the substances enumerated 
in Art. 1, R. D., and with like proceedings. (Art. 10, Reg.) 

Note 3. — Mines must have name. (See Note 6, Art. 1, R. D.) 



CHAPTER n. 



PROSPECTING 



Article 8. 
Who may prospect ? 

(a) Every Spaniard; 

(6) Naturalized foreigner; 

(c) Person established in the islands, with necessary permission; 

(d) Indian; 

(e) Mestizo; or 
(/) Chinaman. 

What is prospecting ? 

"Superficial work for the discovery of minerals mentioned in Article 1.'^ 

It may be conducted on — 

(a) Lands not devoted to cultivation, and whether belonging to — 

1. The State, 

2. The pueblos, or 

3. Private owners. (A) 

the work called "prospecting^^ is limited to an excavation not exceeding 
2 meters square and 1 meter in depth. (B) 

Note A. — Permission of the owner must be first obtained, or indemnity ox- 
reparation for any damages must be furnished.^ 

Note B.— 6.56 by 3.28 feet. 

Note C. — Authorities and employees of the administrative or judicial branches 
are prohibited from prospecting, or, 

Becoming proprietors of mines within their jurisdictions or wherein they exani' 
ine and take cognizance of concessions. 

Note 1. — The permission to make freely surface work, under the name of 
^'prospecting," for the purpose of discovering minerals, under this article, if they 
be not under cultivation, shall extend to all lands staked out, whether belonging 
to the State, municipalities, or private parties. (Art. 11, Keg.) 

Note 2. — If the owner of the land refuses permission for the above-stated work, 
the prospector can request permission from the governor or alcalde, and these 
authorities may grant the request in the form provided for in Art. 17, Keg. (Art. 
12, Keg.) 

Note 3. — Owners of lands of all classes shall always have the light to exact 
from the prospector bonds for indemnification of damages, and before commencing 
work. This indemnity, in the absence of an agreement, shall be made by experts 



^ See Article 5 for like damage provisions for developing substances named in 
Article 1. 
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appointed by tlie parties, or by a third, in case of disagreement, designated by the 
governor or alcalde at the time the i)aities select theirs. For this purpose parties 
shall give due notice of their appointments to the authority, who shall immedi- 
ately give notice of the third to the parties. When the parties can not agree as to 
the amount of security to guarantee tlie indemnity, the governor or alcalde shall 
set the amount. The governor or alcalde shall also set the amount in the cases 
where the authorities grant the permit owing to the refusal or silence on the 
part of the owner to prospect the land of said owner, whatever be the case referred 
to in Articles 8 and 9 of the Royal Decree under which said land may come. (Art. 
17, Reg.) 

See Note 1, Art. 29, R. D., for application of this provision to requests for 
demarcation. 

Note 4. — If parties in interest fail to conform to valuation in cases referred to 
in Art. 17, Reg. (Note 3, antea), tlie proceedings shall lie analogously with those 
provided for under Article 7 of the Regulations (Note 2, Art. 7, R. D.) when 
treating of the authority for exploiting the mineral substances enumerated in 
Art. 3, R. D. See Note 3, Art. 3, R. D. (Art. 18, Reg.) 

Article 9. 
Arable lands (1) — 

1. Containing timber; 

2. Devoted to pasture; or 

3. Devoted to cultivation — 

shall not be prospected without permission of the owner. 

If the owner^ first, refuse permission, or, second, after two months^ 
delay, neglect to grant such permission, the prospector may appeal to the 
governor or alcalde, who shall grant or refuse it after hearing interested 
parties; and — 

(a) If he thinks proper, or 

(h) If any of the parties so request, he may appeal to a mining 
engineer. 

Note 1. — See Article 10 for conditions applicable to lands of "applied agricul- 
ture"; also last clause of Article 10 as to notice by prospectors to the governor 
or alcalde to secure rights to prospect. 

Note 2. — When a petition is filed with the governor or alcalde for permission 
to prospect above class of lands, notice shall be given to the owner (or his repre- 
sentatives), setting at the same time the term of thirty days within which he is 
to expose the reasons of his refusal or silence. If no reply be made within the 
time, it shall be understood the owner waives the right granted him by Art. 9, 
R. D. (Notes 2, 3^ and 4, Art. 9, R. D.) The petition shall be drafted upon the 
form of Model No. 1, with such alterations as may be necessary. (Art. 13, Reg.) 

The resolution of the governor or alcalde declining or granting the permit to 
prospect, as referred to in Art. 9, R. D., can be appealed from through the same 
authorities to the Superior Civil Governor, but his decision is final. (Art. 14, 
Reg.; see also Art. 15, Reg., Note 3, postea.) 

Note 3. — Parties requesting the owner of land for permission to prospect lands 
referred to in Arts. 9 and 10, R. D., shall in writing bring the matter to the 
knowledge of the governor or alcalde under whose jurisdiction is the locality to be 
prospected. The governor or alcalde shall enter the date of filing in the petition 
and give to the petitioner, or his accredited representative, a certificate estab- 
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lishing the fact that due notice has been given to said authorities. (Art. 
15, Reg.) 

Note 4. — See Note 2, Art. 10, R. D., for limitation of rights acquired by peti- 
tion for prospecting in obtaining a mining concession and title; also, Art. 16, 
Reg., upon which the above-quoted Note 2 is based. 

Note 5. — See Notes 3 and 4 to Art. 8, R. D., as to procedure for indemnity to 
owner, etc. 



Article 10. 



In- 
fo^) Gardens^ 



(6) Orchards^ 

(c) Cultivated grounds, 

(d) Cane fields, and 

(e) Irrigated lands, 

the owner is the only person who can grant permission to prospect, and 
that without further recourse or appeal. 

The prospector must inform the governor or alcalde within whose 
jurisdiction he desires to prospect for the proper action at the proper 
time. (1) 

Note 1. — Tliis applies also to the class of lands in Article 9. 

Note 2. — See Note 3, Art. 9; R. D., for manner of procedure to obtain right to 
prospect on this class of lands. 

Note 3. — For the purpose of obtaining a mining concession and title there can 
in no case be invoked any rights claimed to be based on the date of the petition 
for prospecting, nor on the dates of the filing of said petition; nor upon evidence 
of a personal or other kind of the time wherein the prospecting was done, even in 
case of lands the exploitation whereof is declared free by the Royal Decree. ( Art. 
16, Reg.) 

Note 4. — See Notes 3 and 4 to Art. 8, R. D., as to procedure for indemnity to 
owner, etc. 

Note 5. — See Note 4, Art. 20, R. D., for further proceedings for obtaining con- 
cessions for this class of lands. 

Article 11. 

Upon demand of the owner, the prospector must — 

(a) Give a guaranty of indemnity against damage caused hy 

prospecting, to be fixed by agreement or appraisement. 

(b) The prospector shall also be subject to the payment of dam- 

ages he may afterwards occasion to the property. 
And, when the permission for prospecting is given by the governor or 
alcalde, a guaranty or deposit for indemnification shall be made to the 
satisfaction of that official. 

Note 1. — See Notes 3 and 4, Art. 8, R. D., as to procedure for indemnity, etc. 

Note 2. — See Note 4, Art. 20, R. D., for further proceedings touching 
indemnity, etc. 

Note 3. — See Note 1, Art. 29, R. D., for extension of this provision in requests 
for demarcation. 
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Article 12. 

Prospecting works can not be opened at a distance less than 40 meters 
(1) from — 

1. A building ; 

2. A railroad ; 

3. Wagon road ; 

4. Canal; 

5. Fountain; 

6. Watering place for cattle ; or 

7. Other public servitude. 
And 1,400 meters (2) from— 

8. Fortifications. 

Unless permission be first had — 

(a) From the military authorities^ in Class 8; 

(h) From the Superior Civil Governor in all public services or 
servitudes ; 

(c) From the owne^: of buildings and property of private owner- 
ship. 

Note L — 13L23 feet equal 40 meters.^ 
Note 2.-4,593.16 feet equal 1,400 meters. 
Note 3. — Points of measurement defined — 
For buildings: 

From the outer walls, sides, or fences. 
For railroads: 

From the bottom line of embankments; from the toj) line of cuts; from the 
outer edge of ditches; and, in default of said lines, from a line traced at 1^ 
meters from the outer cheek of the rail on the roadway. 
For cartroads: 

In the same manner as for railroads, except that in default of ditches the 
starting point shall be from a line traced at 1 meter from the edge of the 
road filling. 
For canals: 

The outer edge of the towpath. 
For fountains: 

From outer part of the basin, if any, or from the place where the water is 
received. 
For w^atering places and other public easements: 

From the outer line next to the spot of the mining work. 
For fortifications: 

From the most advanced earthworks and nearest to the place wliere the min- 
ing work has to be done. (Art. 19, Keg.) 
Note 4. — Petitions for license to perform the mining work at lesser distg-nces 
than 40 and 1,400 meters shall be addressed, through the governor or alcalde, to 
the Superior Civil Governor or to the Captain-General; in either of which cases 
the proper proceedings shall be instituted, subject to the report of the engineer of 
mines, and to that of the Council of Administration in case of public easements; 

^Calculated by means of the Smithsonian Standard Tables. 
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if the latter consists of roads or canals, the report of the corresponding engineer 
shall also be required. 

If the license be refused by — 
{a) The Governor-General, 
(6) The Captain-General, or 
(c) The owner of buildings on private property, 
such refusal shall be considered as final, without any further recourse. When 
there are roads, buildings, or easements within the solicited claim, and the work 
done or contemplated lies at a distance greater than 40 meters, it is not necessary 
to request the license; in these cases the proceedings shall follow the ordinary 
course, but the engineer shall state the conditions obtaining, for the purpose of 
such enactments as may be deemed convenient by the Superior Civil Governor, in 
granting the concession. ( Art. 20, Reg. ) 

Note 5. — No course shall be given to petitions for prospecting or registration if 
no license has been obtained to start the work at a distance less tlian that required 
by Art. 12, R. D., when it is desired to do the work in close proximity to buildings, 
roads, public easements, and fortifications. (Art. 29, Reg.) 

For procedure see Note 4, Art. 20, R. D. 

M L 2 
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Article 13. 

Claims are divided into three classes : 

1. Mining claims in solid form^ rectangular^ 300 by 200 meters, (1) 

(a) Measured horizontally in such direction as desired; 

(b) Of indefinite vertical depth; 

(c) The surface remaining the j^roperty of the owner of the 

land. 

2. Each claim, 500 by 300 meters, (2) 

(a) Iron, 

(h) Coal, 

(c) Anthracite, 

(d) Lignite, 

(e) Peat, 
(/) Asphalt, 

(g) Bituminous or carboniferous alumina, 
(/?) Sulphate of soda, 
, (i) Salt. 

3. In gold or tin bearing sands, and all others treated of in Art. 6, 

a claim shall consist of 60,000 square meters (3) ; laid out in 
either rectangular or square, or a series of squares of 20 me- 
ters (-1) each side, at least, and fitted one to the other accord- 
ing to the wish of the prospector, but without leaving open 
spaces between. 

Note L— 984.2 feet by 656.2 feet. 

Note 2. — 1,640.4 feet by 984.2 feet, or 179,400 square yards (Smithsonian), or 
37.05 acres. 

Note 3. — 71,760 square yards, or 14.8 acres. One acre equals 4,840 square 
yards, or 4,046.24 square meters. 

Note 4. — 65.6 feet. 

See Article 6 ("All mineral products of rivers and placers"). 

Note 5. — It is made the duty of engineers when visiting the districts where 
mines are being worked, and when surveying boundary lines, to examine if between 
claims already granted there exist strips or free spaces lacking in extent neces- 
sary to form a claim, in compliance Avith Arts. 13 and 14, R. D. When these facts 
18 
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come to their notice in any manner they shall notify the same to the governor or 
alcalde. Proceedings are then taken by the governor or alcalde, as follows: 

Proceedings by the governor or alcalde to be commenced within forty days from 
date of receiving notice from the engineer. 

The engineer's notice shall be accompanied by a topograpliic plan of the claims 
between which are strips or free spaces insufficient to form complete claims; upon 
these the governor or alcalde shall order that the owner of the oldest of the con- 
tiguous mines be notified to the effect that he may state whether or not he accepts 
the surplus ground, which can be adjudicated to him as a '^demasia." In the case 
just cited, as also when the surplus ground exceeds two-tliirds of a complete claim 
of its kind, the notice to state whether the "demasia" is accepted or not shall be 
given to all the other contiguous owners, and inserted in the official newspaper or 
on the notice board at the Government or alcalde's building. 

Oppositions shall be filed within 120 days. 

Owners of contiguous claims, within the same time, sliall notify tlie governor or 
alcalde if they refuse or not said surplus ground. Their silence shall be under- 
stood a^ an evidence of their acceptance. 

After 120 days the governor or alcalde shall, without delays of any kind, decree 
the adjudication, and the demarcation shall be certified to the Superior Civil Gov- 
ernor, to whom also shall be sent the record with the written documents of oppo- 
sition for his decision. 

Provisions established for proceedings in the case of complete mining claims 
shall be observed in all that is not specially set out in this article. (Art. 21, Reg.) 

Notice shall be given the engineers of the receipt of their reports and maps, and 
the date of the entry of said documents in the governor's or alcalde's office sliall be 
taken note of in the same manner as for the filing of petitions. From that date 
the forty days shall begin to run. (Art. 21, Reg.; see also Note 2, Art. 14, R. D. ) 

See Note 8, G. P. Reg., in reference to hindrance or obstruction of engineers 
under the above article. 

Note 6. — See Note 2, Art. 14, R. D.. for proceedings when instituted by others 
than the Government. 

Note 7. — See Note 3, Art. 14, R. D., for limitation on time within which adju- 
dication of "demasia" must be made. 

Note 8. — See Art. 25, Reg., as to number of claims that may be embraced in one 
petition for mines named in Class 1 of this article. See also Art. 50, Reg., for 
conditions under wdiich groujDS of mines may be located within same boundaries. 

See Art. 16, R. D., for the general classification of these locations as to limita- 
tion of number. 

Note 9. — Peat has been made an exception in location, registry, and taxa- 
tion. If the registration refers to a deposit less than an incomplete claim of its 
class, the claim may be designated in the form of a rectangle inclosing or contain- 
ing said deposit and shall be granted subject to the same provisions established 
for other concessions of the same class. 

In the case of exploiting several small extents of peat one and tlie same petition 
shall cover and designate all those existing in the space of four contiguous claims 
of the dimensions set forth in Par. 2, Art. 13, R. D., or in double the space if 
claimed by a company, but each of said extents can be staked out separately, if 
suitable, by forming a rectangle large enough to inclose or contain the whole of 
said extent. 

The topographical plan shall show each extent or spot distinctly traced accord- 
ing to the situation of said spots and the surface of said spots shall be made to 
appear in the document or report of the examination or staking out of all the 
spots that are to be the subject of the concession. The concession shall be limited 
to the spaces staked out and the grantees shall pay the contribution corresponding 
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to said spaces as set forth in Paragraphs 2, 4, and 8, Article 76, of the Royal 
Decree. 

The concessions shall be reputed to be manned if they contain the number of 
workmen corresponding to the space, primitively designated, if one or more claims, 
and the intermediate spaces shall remain vacant for mining concessions of this 
class. (Art. 26, Reg.) 
Note. — In the Smithsonian Standard Tables the following equivalents are given: 
1 meter =39.3700 linear inches. 
= 3.28083 linear feet. 
= 1.093611 linear yards. 
1 square meters 10.764 square feet. 
= 1.196 square yards. 

Article 14. 
An open space between two or more claims in which a claim may be 
laid out, the horizontal surface of which is not less than two-thi};ds of a 
claim of its class, and the greatest side of which does not exceed 300 
meters in Class 1, or 500 meters in Class 2, is called an ^^incomplete 
claim/^ and shall be awarded to any person asking for the same. 

Note 1. — See Note 5, Art. 13, R. D., for duties of engineers in discovering and 
reporting "incomplete claims," and proceedings for adjudication of such reports. 

Note 2. — "Demasias" (both under Arts. 14 and 15, R. D.) may be solicited by 
the owners of contiguous mining claims, subject to the order of preference named 
in the Royal Decree, but no concession shall be granted until the examination and 
report of the corresponding engineer has been made and the topographic plan 
drawn up as referred to in Art. 21, Reg. 

As soon as the petition is filed, the governor or alcalde shall order the engineer 
to make the examination and draw up the topographic plan of the mining claims 
between which exist vacant strips or spaces, and to report within six months, 
reckoned from the date when he received the order from said authorities. After 
these formalities have been complied with, the proper notices shall be issued and 
the matter shall continue and with the proceedings and subject to the rules pro- 
vided for in Art. 21, Reg. See Note 5, Art. 21, Reg., for official adjudication. 
(Art. 22, Reg.) 

Note 3. — "Demasias" not expressly renounced by all the continguous mine 
owners must in all cases be adjudicated before the lapse of two years, reckoned 
from the date of the concession of the latest mining claim, determining the perim- 
eter of the vacant space between three or more claims or forming between two 
others the strip referred to in Articles 14 and 15 of the Royal Decree. (Art. 
23, Reg.) 

Note 4. — See Note 4, Article 15, for rules governing demarcation and conces- 
sion of incomplete claims or "demasias." 

Article 15. 
An open space between two or more claims^, insufficient to form an 
incomplete claim, shall be called an "overplus.^^ 
An overplus shall be awarded — 

(a) To the oldest bordering claim; 

(h) If expressly declined, then to those who follow in order of 
priority. 
An overplus (without regard to shape) covering a greater surface than 
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two-thirds of an incomplete claim of its class shall constitute two or more 
overpluses. 

Only one overplus can be awarded to a single mine. If more than one, 
they must be awarded successively in the order of priority to bordering 
claims. 

Note 1. — See Note 5, Art. 13, R. D., as to duties of engineers in discovery and 
reporting "overpluses" or "demasias," and proceedings for adjudication on such 
reports. 

Note 2. — See Note 2, Art. 14, R. D., as to proceedings when instituted by others 
than the Government. 

Note 3. — See Note 3, Art. 14, R. D., for limitation of time in adjudicating 
"demasias." 

Note 4. — In the demarcation and concession of incomplete claims or "demasias," 
the following eight rules must be observed: 

Rule 1. Whenever between staked-out or prospected mines there is a vacant 
space to take in a complete mining claim, this space can not be demarcated as 
incomplete. Preference must he given to the complete claim, as the same forms 
the unity of concession. 

Rule 2. No incomplete mining claim shall be demarcated in spaces not entirely 
inclosed by mines or prospects, if it be necessary to take free land outside of said 
space and the locating of other complete claims be thereby prevented. In this case 
the intermediate space shall be considered a "demasia." 

Rule 3. If the surface of a vacant space, bounded by other concessions or pros- 
pecting permits, be insufficient to contain two incomplete claims, or one complete 
one, the latter must invariably be demarcated, and the surplus ground shall be a 
"demasia." 

Rule 4. If a vacant space, though of greater surface than one complete claim, 
were not 300 or 500 meters long, as respectively required by Art. 14, R. D., two 
incomplete claims can be marked off, each with an average surface of at least from 
40,000 to 100,000 square meters, but less than 60,000 to 150,000, as the case 
may be. 

Rule 5. Intermediate vacant spaces, not measuring an area at least from 
40,000 to 100,000 square meters, according to their class, or, if exceeding said 
area it does not have all the circumstances enumerated under Art. 14„ R. D., shall 
be considered "demasias." 

Rule 6. When between staked-out claims there is a strip of vacant land, the 
width whereof be less than 200 or 300 meters, according to the class of claims, 
said vacant land shall be demarcated as contiguous incomplete claims. 

Rule 7. If between staked-out claims there be old mines, the lapsing, abandon- 
ment, or renunciation whereof appears to be already declared and adjudicated, 
said grounds shall be considered as incomplete claims or as "demasias'^ in com- 
pliance with the provisions of the foregoing article. 

Rule 8. Art. 69, R. D., gives preference rights to relocate old or abandoned 
mines by parties who institute the proceedings for adjudication, etc. The form 
of the claim and its size, etc., where such preference right is given, are governed 
by the following rule: 

Only in the case where the declaration of lapsing, when same be not already 
declared, is requested for the purpose of registration, and after the adjudication 
of said lapsing the governor or alcalde declare the ground in question open to 
registry, can, in the sense of Art. 69, R. D., lie the reappearance of the primitive 
claim in favor of the informant as a special grace to him (granted by the Royal 
Decree in reward for his information.) (Art. 24, Reg.) 
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Article 16. 



Private persons and companies may obtain as many claims as they may 
deem convenient, provided — 

(a) Not more than two for one person be asked for in a single 

petition; or, 
(h) Four for a company; 

(c) Double, respectively, in mines embraced in the second sen- 

tence of Article 13 ; 

(d) Larger groups or territories of mines may be also formed at 

will without prejudice to a division of tlie respective 
demarcations. 

Note 1. — This article is made explicit and exact in its meaning by this clause 
referring to subdivision {d) above, viz: "Excepted are only petitions for claims 
within the same boundaries (Cotos mineros), which 2:)etition can be made in the 
form set forth in Article 50 of these Keoulations." Examination of Article 50 
makes the matter clear. (Art. 25, Reg.) 

"Petitions made in the name of companies limited, unlimited, and joint stock, 
and also special mining companies, when said companies are legally instituted, 
shall be accompanied by a written document in due form establishing their 
corporate existence." (Art. 25, Reg.) 

Note 2. — See Note 6, Art. 21, R. D., for provisions relating to groups of mines 
(Goto de Minas) and the conditions attaching to them. 

Article 17. 
Investigation permits (Art. 25) may comprehend: 

(a) Two claims, according to class, where land is vacant; 

(b) Two or more areas for prospecting (if contiguous) if there is 

vacant land. 

Note 1. — See Note 2, Art, 28, R. D., for limitation on claims where registration 
is made or- desired from an investigation. 

Note 2. — See Note 6, Art. 21, R. D., for provisions relating to groups of mines 
(Goto de Minas) and the conditions attaching to them. 

Article 18. 
(a) Single claims are indivisible. 

(h) Concessions for two or more claims, with the approval of the 
Superior Civil Governor, may be separated. 
Note 1.— The proceedings sliall be instituted by petition of Vr.e interested par- 
ties, to be followed by the opinion of the corresponding mining engineer; the 
filing of the proceedings, with the report of the governor or alcalde with the 
Superior Givil Governor for his resolution. If approval is denied, no recourse 
shall lie, unless the causes of the denial become modified owing to exploitation 
subsequently made, or any other motive, to be investigated in each case according 
to the circumstances obtaining therein. (Art. 27, Reg.) 

Note 2. See Note 2, Art. 28, R. D., for division of claims when it is desired 

to change a registry into investigation and there are more than two claims 
embraced in the territory that it is desired to investigate. 
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Article 19. 
Both individuals and companies may acquire — 
(a) By purchase, 
(h) By any other legal means, 
any number of claims — 
(a) Either before 

(h) Or after the title of ownership is issued. 
Such grantees shall acquire only the rights of their grantors. As com- 
panies, the number of claims can not be increased if vacant land does not 
exist. 

Note L — Individuals or companies acquiring by purchase or any other legal 
means any number of mining claims already granted by the State shall give 
notice of said acquisition to the governor or alcalde within the lirst thirty days 
immediately following said acquisition, and the authorities shall notify the same 
to the Superior Civil Governor within the term of two months. 

If the companies so acquiring desire, owing to the existence of vacant ground, 
the increase in their claims accorded by the above Art. 19, R. D., the proceedings 
therefor sliall commence and continue in the form and manner established for 
general rule in the case of registration and ordinary concession. 

When individuals or companies acquire claims in any way, the proceedings 
wherefor are going through the legal routine, they must inform the governor or 
alcalde of the purchase or assignment, with the shortest possible delay, and file 
the document proving said purchase or assignment, and also manifest the wish 
that the proceedings may continue and in their name. Until said formalities are 
complied with, the authorities shall continue the proceedings and recognize as 
sole legitimate party thereto the party who has instituted and continued said pro- 
ceedings, without interposing any alienation or transfer, etc. (Art. 28, Reg.) 
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Article 20. 
Ownership of mining claims are secured either bv — 

(a) Investigation or 

(b) Eegistry. 

Priority of petition gives preference in both (3) ; petitions may bo filed 
without the knowledge or consent of the owner of the land ; 

But^ w^ork shall not be commenced except after compliance with pros- 
pecting conditions established in Articles 9^ 10^ 11^ and 12. (1) 
If the owners of — 
(a) Gardens; 
(h) Orchards; 

(c) Cane fields; or 

(d) Other irrigated lands 

refuse permission for preliminary work^the governor or alcalde may grant 
permission in the manner provided by Articles 25 and 26 (2) whenever 
mineral may be discovered. 

Note 1.— (Arts. 9, 10, 11, and 12, R. D.) : 
(a) Apply to owner for permission; 
(h) On refusal or neglect of two months; 
(c) Appeal to governor or alcalde, etc. 
Note 2.— (Arts. 25 and 26, R. D.) : 

{a) Permission to investigate presented; 
(h) Mining engineer then examines and approves; 
(c) Opposition considered; 

{d) Limit for governor's decision, five months; 
(e) xAppeal to Superior Civil Governor within thirty days. 
Note 3. — Preference for the concession of and title to mining claims by virtue 
of proceedings by petition shall in equal cases be regulated by the date of presen- 
tation of said petition. (Art. 29, Reg., first clause; see Note 4 soq.) 

Note 4. — When a petition requests prospecting or exploiting in gardens, etc. 
(see Art. 10, R. D.), if to present the petition the owner's consent is not neces- 
sary or the owner declines to consent to the commencement of operations and 
files his denial within the term of three months, no recourse of any kind shall 
lie and the petition shall remain void. 

If the owner of the lands (above class) shall make no answer within the three 
months after his permission has been requested, either refusing or granting it, it 
shall be understood that he accedes to the execution of the work and the proceed- 
ings shall continue their course. The governor or alcalde shall authorize the pros- 
24 
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pector or party registering to commence operations subject to giving security and 
indemnity as provided in Art. 11, R. D., and Arts. 5, 7, and 17, Reg. (Note 8, 
Art. 5, R. D.; Notes 2 and 3, Art. 5, R. D., and Note 3, Art. 8, R. D.) 

In work, either under "prospecting" or "registering," desired to be done nearer 
than the limit (see Art. 12, R. D. ) to buildings, roads, etc., no course shall be 
given to the petition without the license is first procured. In all these cases, as 
well as in those recited in this article (Art. 20, R. D.), the prospector or party 
desiring registration shall at the time of requesting permission to begin opera- 
tions inform the petty governor in whose jurisdiction said operations or work 
must be done, in the form provided for in Article 15. Petitions for diminution of 
distances shall be addressed through the governor or alcalde and the provisions 
established in Article 20 of these Regulations shall be applicable to said petitions. 

The parties in interest shall also inform the local authority of the petition by 
them addressed to the owners of gardens, orchards, cane fields, and irrigation 
farms for permission to extend the commenced work through the ground occupied 
by said properties. If the permission has not been obtained after the lapse of 
three months, or has been denied within said term, said permission can be granted 
by the governor or alcalde, as provided for in this article (Art. 20, R. D.) and 
subject to the indemnity and security mentioned in Article 11, and to the provi- 
sions made for this purpose under Articles 5, 7, and 17 of these Regulations. If 
the permission be denied by the governor of alcalde, the Superior Civil Governor 
can be appealed to; there shall be no recourse against the decisions of the latter. 

Whenever the ground is one of those whereon to commence or continue work it 
is necessary to obtain the permission of the owner, or, in default of same, that 
of the governor or alcalde, the party in interest shall be obliged, within sixty days 
reckoned from the presentation of the petition for prospecting or registering, to 
show the permission or refusal from the owner of said ground for the purpose of 
attaching the respective documents to the record, or to manifest in writing the 
date whereon said permission was asked of said owner. If at the expiration of 
said term neither of the two documents hereinbefore mentioned be filed, it shall be 
understood that the party in interest renounces the further continuance of the 
proceedings and his petition for prospecting or registering shall remain without 
course and closed. (Art. 29, Reg.; see also Note 2, Art. 23, R. D.; Note 1, Art. 
30, R. D.; Note 2, Art. 28, R. D.) 

Article 21. 

Any person, whether prospecting or not, proposing to explore and 
examine lands, and underta'king more extensive and important works 
than that of prospecting, (2) e. g. — 
{a) Sinking shafts, 
(h) Eunning tunnels, or. 
{c) Clearing the ground, 
shall present a petition to the governor or alcalde requesting permission 
for the investigation of vacant lands. Any person, whether prospecting 
or not, desiring to register one or more claims upon vacant lands, shall 
present to the governor or alcalde a petition for registry : 

(a) The petition must state whether or not the mineral to be 

developed has been discovered or not. 
(h) The petition must be accompanied with a description of the 
claim. 
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(c) Twenty days given to present to the governor or alcalde the 

certificate of the "gobernadorcillo^^ proving that he has set 

perceptible marks around all the space comprehended in 

the area he proposes to investigate or register. (1) 

The party soliciting investigation, whether an individual or company, 

may designate (see Art. 17) at most two claims for each area to be 

investigated, if there be vacant land. (See Art. 22 for continuance of 

procedure.) 

Note 1. — The twenty days shall begin to run from the date whereon the peti- 
tioning prospector or registering party has obtained permission to commence 
operations. This shall also apply in the cases mentioned in Art. 29, Reg. (Art. 
30, Reg.) 

Note 2. — Petitions for prospecting and registering shall be made out in tlie 
form of Model No. 2. The description can be entered in the same petition or in 
a separate writing, but the two documents shall be indispensably presented 
simultaneously, and no petition shall be admissible without said description as 
stated herein. (Art. 31, Reg.; see Note 1, Art. 22, R. D.) 

Note 3. — Prospectors and registering parties shall describe Jhe solicited clain:s 
and state clearly and in detail the pc4nt w^hence the work has been commenced, oi- 
is to commence, and starting from said point in relation to the perimeter of the 
ground claimed, they shall determine the boundary lines with all precision, by 
indicating determined, visible, certain, and known places, in reference whereto 
they shall give in meters the longitude and latitude of the claims in order tliat 
the rectangle or figure to be had by said claims may result exact, and by marking 
the points of the compass with reference to the said boundary lines and to t'je 
direction wherein the claims are to be traced, and for this purpose the longitude 
and latitude shall also be given in meters. 

When the examination made by the engineer shows that neither the points of 
reference nor the boundary lines correspond with those mentioned in the descrip- 
tion, or that the latter are not boundaries or are distant from the starting point 
of the work double the space designated in the petition or respective written docu- 
ment, the ground claimed shall be considered as distinct from that examined by 
the engineers, and by decree of the governor or alcalde the description shall remain 
without effect and the proceedings closed. The resolution of said authorities may 
be appealed from to the Superior Civil Governor, but there shall lie no recourse 
against the latter's decision. (Art. 32, Reg.) 

See Note 1, Article 22, for proceedings to be taken when petitions are filed and 
descriptions of books of record required to be kept and other details (covered by 
Arts. 33 to 38, Reg., both inclusive). 

Note 4. — See Note 2, Art. 28, R. D., for limitation on claims in case an inves- 
tigation is desired to be changed into a registry. 

Note 5. — Proceedings for denouncement may be prosecuted by the interested 
parties themselves, or by their representatives. If by representative, a legal 
power of attorney must be presented and attached to the record. Residence in 
the capital or head of the province in which the proceedings are instituted is 
required of the interested party or his representative, and the administration will 
treat with him in regard to all the formalities which must be observed and 
notices which must be served. 

When, for any reason, these parties are absent from the capital or head of the 
province, or do not reside in the same, notices shall be served by publication in 
an official periodical or list of announcements (posting) and copy of the peri- 
odical containing the notice attached to the record of proceedings shall have the 
same legal effect as personal notice. (Art. 48, Reg.) 
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See also Note 2, Art. 31, R. D., as to demarcation proceedings; see also Par. 2, 
Note 2, G. P. Reg. 

Note 6. — By a regulation, numbered Article 50, the limitations provided by 
Art. 17, R. T>., and by Art. 16, R. B., arc extended; the authority for which is 
found in the last clause of Art. 16, R. D.. relating to groups of mines (Coto de 
minas) ; five conditions are attached to this privilege, and are clearly defined. 
These five conditions cover both investigations and registrations. 

( 1 ) The group must contain at least 20 and not more than 60 claims, each 
claim to (^ntain the area belonging to them according to the kind of mineral. 

(2) The topographical ground plan, properly drawn by an engineer on a scale 
of 1 to 10,000 must accompany each petition, upon which, after fixing a point 
of departure, shall be separately shown each claim connected according to con- 
venience; a report shall also accompany the same, in which shall be set forth, 
under the scientific and industrial point of view, the propriety and advantages of 
granting the group requested. 

(3) Twenty-five escudos for each claim forming the collection must be depos- 
ited upon presentation of the petition. 

(4) The same formalities for the inA^estigation of a collection of mines, or for 
the registration of a collection of mines, shall be followed witliout further dif- 
ference than performing the legal labor in four points of the collection, distant 
from each other 400 meters at least in mines referred to in Par. 1, Art. 13, R. D., 
and 600 meters in those mentioned in Par. 2, Art. 13, R. D. 

(5) All other rules, conditions, and guaranties established in the Royal Decree 
and the Regulations for proceedings for investigation and registration are made 
respectively applicable to these latter proceedings and to their examination and 
determination. (Art. 50, Reg.) 

Note 7. — See Appendix B, page 91, for a circular of instructions issued in 
August, 1876, by the Director-General of Civil Administration to chiefs of prov- 
inces in which the "main proceedings" of denouncements are given. See also 
Appendix B, page 93, for similar circular of September 20, 1893. 

Article 22. 

[Continuance of procedure from Article 21.] 

The governor or alcalde shall^ at once^ order the filing of one or the 
other petition, saving a better right. 
Then— 

(a) Petition shall be numbered; 

(b) Day and hour of presentation noted in stub books kept sepa- 

rately for investigation or registry; 

(c) Eecord signed by interested party; and 

(d) Eeceipt given him, signed by secretary, showing number in 

order of the petition. 
See Article 23 for continuance of procedure. 

Note 1. — ^At the time of filing a petition for prospecting or registration a note 
shall be entered on said petition over the full signature of the secretary of the 
governor or alcalde, stating the hour and minute, the day, month, and year of the 
filing, the whole written out in letters, as also that the deposit of 75 escudos pro- 
vided for under Art. 84, Reg., has been duly made. This note shall also 
state that the description is made on a separate writing, if such be the case, 
and in said case another note shall be entered in writing over the signature of 
the secretary, establishing the simultaneous filing required by Article 31 of these 
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Regulations. (See Note 2, Art. 21, R. D.) Immediately after the stated 
formalities the governor or alcalde shall decree the admission of the petition 
in compliance with the provisions of the above article (Art. 22, R. D.). The 
consecutive numbers for the petitions referred to in the last-mentioned article 
shall be written out in letters and without any erasures or corrections. (Art. 33, 
Reg.; see also Art. 35, Reg., being part of this note.) 

Two books shall be kept in the office of the governor or alcalde, called, respect- 
ively, "Prospecting" and "Registration." 

The two books shall be bound with inserted duplicate sheets, all of which shall 
be scrolled by the governor or alcalde so that his scroll may appear invariably in 
the original and in the duplicate, and both the original and duplicate shall be 
equally numbered. 

Each book shall have a separate index wherein shall be entered alphabetically 
the names of the solicited prospectings or claims with reference to the page in 
the book where is entered the note of the presentation of the petition. 

In the Book of Prospecting shall be entered the petitions filed for the purpose 
of doing prospecting and also those referring to the general galleries of prospect- 
ing, transportation, and drainage. In the Book of Registration shall be entered 
the petitions for registration, for "demasias," for dross and earth heaps, for 
mining groups, the petitions for the exploitation of the substances referred to 
in Arts. 4 and 5, R. D. (porcelain, pottery, glass, etc.), those referring to the 
mineral products mentioned in Art. 6, R. D. (gold and tin bearing sands), when 
the work is done in buildings, and the petitions for prospecting. 

In every one of the sheets of both books, divided in two parts, no other entries 
shall be made but those relating to a petition. On the left side of said sheets the 
following items shall be entered clearly and with all exactness, to wit: 

1. The name of the party in interest or (as the case may be) that of his repre- 
sentative. 

2. The object solicited. 

3. The fact whether the description be made in the same petition or separately. 

4. In letters the hour and minute, the day, month, and year of the presen- 
tation. 

5. Following this first entry, others shall be made stating the main proceedings 
in the case until its conclusion. 

These main proceedings (los tramitas principales) shall be understood to be — 

( 1 ) The admission of the petition. 

(2) The publication of the description. 

( 3 ) The permission or refusal of prospecting and exploiting^ or of commencing 
work. 

(4) The notices to the efi"ect that the permission of the owner of the ground 
has been asked. 

(5) The presentation of the certificate of making of the mounds. 

(6) Notice to the efl'ect that the work required by law, the examination and 
staking out of the ground have been made. 

(7) The filing of the record with the Superior Civil Governor. 

(8) The concession or refusal in any of the cases stated in the Royal Decree 
and in the Regulations. See also (A), postea, this note. 

In the part on the right, the duplicate of the entry made in the part on the 
left shall be certified to by the secretary who may have authenticated the memo- 
randa in the petition, with the O. K. of the governor or alcalde, and the two 
parts shall be separated, by cutting, in order to deliver one to the interested 
party as a receipt. 

There must be no blank spaces left between memoranda, nor shall erasures or 
amendments be made. If any of the latter should be indispensable, it shall be 
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by a supplementary note, vis^d by the governor or alcalde, and signed by the 
secretary, if there be one. 

In order to secure uniformity, the books shall be kept in Manila, and shall be 
sent by the Superior Civil Governor to the governor or alcalde according as they 
need them. In making up these books, the Model No. 3 shall be followed. (Art. 
34, Reg.; see also Art. 40, Reg., postea, of this note.) 

The number in order, which, according to Art. 22, R. D., and Art. 33, Reg., must 
appear upon petitions for registry or investigation, and those designated in Para- 
graphs 4 and 5, Art. 34, Reg., shall be the same as shown in the respective record 
books. This is the number by which each record or proceeding shall be distin- 
guished, and is that which shall be placed upon the file of each one, similar to 
Model No. 4. 

The numbering in the duplicate books shall not commence anew each year, nor 
upon filling one book and commencing another, but they must always be correla- 
tive without interruption of time or of books. (Art. 35, Reg.) 

Not only must entry be made of the different petitions which are filed by the 
parties during the proceedings, but also — 

(A) (1) Remittance of the records to the engineers; 

(2) Their return; 

(3) The presentation of ground plans and stamped paper by the parties; and 

(4) All things tending to show the date u'pon which different formalities and 
requirements in regard to the proceeding took place. 

These memoranda should always be entered and signed by the secretaries upon 
the body of the paper and page and never on the margin of writings or documents. 
(Art. 36, Reg.) 

When a record of proceedings for the denouncement of an overplus is com- 
menced it shall be made to appear by official memorandum that the surrounding 
mines have been already conceded by the State. (Art. 37, Reg.) 

If a proceeding for registry or investigation be still in course of determination 
and a widening or increase is petitioned for, care should be taken not to form a 
new proceeding, but the petition shall be attached to the original proceedings, 
which shall thereafter be subject to the formalities required by the petition for 
widening or increasing until the same shall be determined and closed in a single 
record. 

The new expense will accompany such petitions, but the whole sliall be made up 
as belonging to the original proceedings and form but one record. (Art. 38, Reg.) 

It is obligatory to keep only the two duplicate books specified in Art. 34, Reg., 
but this shall not prevent the governor or alcalde from keeping such other books 
as they may deem conducive to the best order and convenience of the office. The 
provisions of said article in respect to making memorandum of the principal for- 
malities, which are to be made in the two duplicate books, must be scrupulously 
complied with. (Art. 40, Reg.) 

Note 2. — See Note 2, Art. 23, R. D.,for regulation as to commencement of dates, 
etc., and duty of governor or alcalde in admitting petitions. ( Art. 42, Reg. ) 

Note 3. — Original documents, and never copies more or less authenticated, shall 
form the record of proceedings for denouncement of mines. 

To this end original documents shall accompany all petitions, requests, appeals, 
orders, reports, notices, and memoranda which are entered in relation to the 
proceedings, and t"hey shall follow in regular order, showing the examination and 
determination of the business clearly and correlatively. 

Paging shall be by leaves, scrolled by the secretary, if there be one, and by the 
governor or alcalde in the absence of a secretary. Marginal notes strictly forbid- 
den, and the entry of a later date or prior date to the other which may have pre- 
ceded it. 
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Blank spaces shall be canceled as they occur. Only in case the decision in a pro- 
ceeding for denouncement affects others in opposition shall a certified copy be 
referred to the persons affected, which copy shall be vis^d by the respective author- 
ity. (Art. 46, Reg.; see Note 6, G. P. Reg.) 

Note 4. — Whenever a proceeding terminates with the decision of the governor 
or alcalde, or must be remitted to the Superior Civil Governor for his decision, 
there must be noted at the end by the secretary (or, in his absence, by the gov- 
ernor or alcalde) the number of folios it contains, with the blank spaces canceled, 
and any other matters proper in each case; such memorandum being written out 
in full and no figures used. (Art. 47, Reg.) 

Note 5. — See Appendix B, page 91, for a circular of instructions issued on 
August 26, 1876, by the Director-General of Civil Administration to chiefs of prov- 
inces in which the *'main proceedings" of denouncements are given. See also 
Appendix B, page 93, for similar circular of September 20, 1893. 

Note 6. — Pending the issuance of regular books of investigation and registry, 
governors or alcaldes were required to provide themselves with books in which 
they shall enter the proceedings required by Art. 34 (Note 1, Art. 22), Reg., and 
by this article. (Appendix B, p. 92.) 

Note 7. — On May 4, 1898, the Director-General of Civil Administration approved 
a suggestion and recommendation of the Mining Bureau that parties be allowed to 
file in the Bureau direct and without fees in order to preserve priority of right, 
while the city of Manila was in siege by reason of the blockade of the fleet of 
Admiral Dewey and the insurrection about the city of natives. This provision is 
noted here to complete the record, not because of its validity ; the compiler enter- 
tains no question that this was both fraudulent and invalid and all action there- 
under without avail. On November 6, 1898, in the same way demarcation was 
attempted to be postponed indefinitely. (Appendix C, p. 107.) 

Note 8. — The admission of petitions for registry and investigation of mines on 
the banks of the River Pandan from its source to its mouth suspended for eight 
months by decree of the Governor-General of March 16, 1894. This suspension 
made permanent by decree of the Governor-General of September 21, 1894. (Ap- 
pendix C, p. 114.) 

Article 23. 

[Continuance of procedure from Article 22.] 
The authority (governor or alcalde) shall order — 

(a) That the petition (for investigation or registry) be published 
in the announcements of the Official Gazette of the province 
within three days ; 
(&) That it be sent to the alcalde or inferior authority to be posted 
as notices. 
See Article 24 for continuance of procedure. 

Note 1. — While it is not necessary that the notices and other matters above 
referred to be attached to the record of proceedings, it must be shown by an entry 
that the same have been exposed to the public for the time and in the form and 
manner required by the Royal Decree. Likewise there must be entered a memoran- 
dum of any announcements or notifications made through the official periodicals, 
without prejudice to attaching them to the record of proceedings. (Art. 39, Reg.) 

Note 2. — In cases referred to in Art. 29, Reg. (Note 4, Art. 20, R. D.), the 
periods fixed by Arts. 23, above, and 24, postea, R. D., for publishing investigation 
or registry, or for presenting opposition, shall count from the date upon which 
permission was obtained to commence the work from the owner of the land or 
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from the governor or alcalde. The governor or alcalde can not proceed in such 
cases to order the admission of the petitions in the form and manner prescribed 
by Art. 22, R. D., before the permission of the owner has been obtained, or the 
same has been officially granted according to Art. 29, Reg.; but the unchangeable 
periods of which said Regulations treat, having passed, the governor or alcalde shall 
order the admission without further delay or postponement, complying with all 
matters prescribed in the Royal Decree concerning the initial formalities and legal 
steps of the proceedings. (Art. 42, Reg.; see Note 2, Art. 28, R. D.) 

Note 3. — Residence within the jurisdiction of the interested party or his repre- 
sentative provided for in order to facilitate service of notices. (Art. 48, Reg.; 
see also Note 5, Art. 21, R. D. ; Note 2, Art. 31, R. D., in proceedings for demarca- 
tions; Note 2, Par. 2, G. P. Reg.) 

Note 4. — See circular as to notice of registry of petition and publication within 
three days. (Appendix B, p. 92.) 

Article 24. 

[Continuance of procedure from Article 23.] 
(a) Sixty days given, after the publication of such announcements, 
to those who believe they have a right to all or a part of the 
lands petitioned for, for presentation of claims to the gov- 
ernor or alcalde. 
(h) No adverse claims can be filed after sixty days. 

(c) Adverse claim immediately referred to the party soliciting 

investigation or registry. 

(d) Answer to be filed within twenty days. 

(e) Decision to be made within twenty days thereafter by the 

governor or alcalde, and taking the opinion of the mining 
engineer. (See also Arts. 25 and 26.) 
Note 1. — See Note 2, Art. 23, R. D., for rule when time commences to run. 

Article 25. 
Permission to investigate shall be granted by the governor or alcalde. 
To this effect he shall — 

(a) Direct a mining engineer to examine, approve, and, where 

proper, rectify the description ; 

(b) Upon the engineer's report, and on consideration of the oppo- 

sition, 

(c) Decision shall be given within fi.Ye months after presentation 

of the petition. 

Note 1. — This period shall be comprised within the same terms expressed in 
the preceding article for cases therein comprehended. See Note 2, Art. 23, R. D. 
(Art. 43, Reg.; see Note 2, Art. 28, R. D.) 

Article 26. 
Appeals are allowed to the Superior Civil Governor. Thirty days, 
after notice of the decision, given within which to interpose appeal by any 
interested party. If no appeal be interposed within said period, the per- 
mission of the governor or alcalde shall be final. 
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Article 27. 

Permission to investigate extends for a period of two years. 

Before permission is granted^ the investigator may perform legal labor 
designated in case of registr}^ (See Art. 28.) (1) 

After permission is granted, the provisions of Article 50 shall 
apply. (2) 

Note L — Legal labor, 10 meters within four months. 

Note 2. — Legal labor, 183 days each year with four operatives. 

Note 3. — The permission to investigate which governors or alcaldes may grant 
shall be for the period of two years, provided that during this time the interested 
parties comply with the conditions imposed by the same and fulfill all the 
required formalities. 

If upon the termination of said period the work of investigation has been 
pushed to a great depth, the Superior Civil Governor, in view of reports from the 
engineer and the governor or alcalde, may extend the permission to two years 
more, provided the investigators request the same before the expiration of the 
former period. 

Permission granted for investigation shall also serve as authority for dispos- 
ing of the minerals. 

At any time that minerals may be discovered, and the legal labor may be per- 
formed, according to the provisions of Arts. 30 and 65, R. D., the investigators 
may request the demarcation and concession, the proceedings being carried out 
in the same form and manner as those for registry. (Art. 44, Reg.) 

Article 28. 
Every person registering a claim shall, within four months from the 
date of presentation of petition for registry, furnish legal labor for 10 
meters : ( 1 ) 

(a) In depth as a shaft, 

(b) In length as a tunnel, or 

(c) Clearing or ditching. 

But he may change the registry into an investigation before or after 
completing the legal labor. Proceedings in such change under Article 25. 

Note 1. — 32.8 feet. 

Note 2. — When the petition for investigation or registry may have been admit- 
ted on the day of presentation, the four months for furnishing legal labor of 10 
meters shall be counted as above stated; but in cases treated of in Arts. 29 (Note 
4, Art. 20, R. D.), 42 (Note 2, Art. 23, R. D.), and 43 (Note 1, Art. 25, R, D.) , 
Reg., it shall be counted from the day following notice of the order of admission 
of the petition issued by the governor or alcalde. Before the expiration of said 
period, the interested parties shall deliver in the office of the governor or alcalde, 
respectively, a writing in which they shall report that they have furnished the 
said labor and the form and manner in which it w^as done. 

The presentation of this report shall be noted in the proper book, and a receipt 
shall be given, vis6d by the governor or alcalde and signed by the secretary, where 
there be such. 

In case the person proposing to register desires to convert the registration into 
an investigation, according to the right granted by the above article, if the reg- 
istration embraces more than two claims and it is desired to hold them all for 
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investigation, there shall be presented, separately, at the time of requesting the 
conversion, as many petitions as may be necessary, so that each area for investiga- 
tion may not include more than two claims, in conformity with the provisions of 
Arts. 17 and 21, K D. (Art. 45, Reg.) 

See Note 2, Art. 30, for extension of this provision to requests for demarca- 
tion. 

Note 3. — Legal labor shall always be done at the back of the lode, vein, or out- 
cropping discovered in the regular ore deposits, and in the irregular deposits as 
is most convenient, according to the form. 

The object of this provision is that the legal labor may show the existence of 
the mineral, exploitation of which is proposed. (Art. 49, Reg.) 

Note 4. — See circulars of the Director-General of Civil Administration for 
instruction on completion of legal labor, etc., and presenting petition for demarca- 
tion with specimens of minerals within four months; as provided in Arts. 28 and 
30, R. D., and Arts. 45 (Note 2, Art. 28, R. D.) and 52 (Note 2, Art. 30, R. D.) 
of the Regulations. (Appendix B, p. 92.) 
M L 3 
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Article 29. 

No demarcation shall be made unless there appears to have been discov- 
ered some mineral comprehended in Articles 1, 6, and 7. 

The engineer shall judge of this. 

If in laying out the same the interested parties desire to include landed 
properties such as are mentioned in Article 10, permission may be 
obtained from the governor or alcalde in default of the consent of the 
owner. 

Note 1. — In order to comprise in the demarcation landed properties compre- 
hended in the case mentioned in Art. 10, R. D. (relating to prospecting in gardens, 
cane fields, etc.), permission of the owner of the same must be requested, and if 
after two months he refuses the same and remains silent, the governor or alcalde 
shall authorize the demarcation, in the form and manner petitioned for, a guar- 
anty and indemnification having been previously given within the periods pre- 
scribed by Art. II, R. D. (providing for indemnity and security), and Arts. 5 (see 
Note 2, Art. 5, R. D.), 7 (see Note 8, Art. 5, R. D.), and 17 (see Note 3, Art 8, 
R. D.),Reg. 

The request for permission presented to the owner shall be reported to the gov- 
ernor or alcalde following the form and observing the formalities set forth in Art. 
15, Reg. (See Note 3, Art. 9), and Art. 29, Reg. (see Note 4, Art. 20, R. D.). 
(Art. 51, Reg.) 

Article 30. 
Within four months after the presentation and admission of a registry 
the person registering may — 

(a) Eequest the demarcation of his claim or claims, 
(h) Exhibiting samples of the mineral found. ( Except in case of 
re-registering an expired claim.) 
Whenever an investigator finds sufficient mineral he shall — 
(a) Exhibit samples and 
(&) Eequest demarcation. (1) and (3) 

Note 1. — See Note 3, Art. 27, R. D., as to requesting demarcation and con- 
cession. 

Note 2. — The period of four months fixed by the above article, within which 
the person proposing to register a mine shall request its demarcation, shall be 
computed in the manner established by Art. 45, Reg. (see Note 2, Art. 28, R. D.), 
which treats of the legal labor. 
34 
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If the person proposing to register permits the period of four months to pass 
without requesting the demarcation, the proceedings shall become void and be 
closed according to the provisions of Case 5, Art. 65, R. D. (See also Note 3, 

Art. 27, R. D.) 

Governors or alcaldes shall take care that the requests, in which interested 
parties make demand for demarcation of their registry, shall not be refused admis- 
sion at any time within the period of four months, and being accepted and 
admitted as soon as presented, it shall take the course immediately, without any 
excuse, prescribed in Art. 31, R. D. (Art. 52, Reg.) 

Note 3. — See Note 1, Art. 35, as to duty of prospectors to present petition 
requesting demarcation when mineral is discovered. 

Note 4. — See two circulars of the Director-General of Civil Administration for 
instructions on completion of legal labor, etc., and presenting petition for demar- 
cation with specimens of minerals within four months, as provided in Arts. 28 
and 30, R. D., and Arts. 45 (Note 2, Art. 28, R. D.) and 52 (Note 2, Art. 30, 
R. D.) of the Regulations. (Appendix B, pp. 91 and 93.) 

Article 31. 

Then the governor or alcalde shall direct the engineer — 
(a) To make an examination, and, 

{h) Where proper, demarcations in the order determined by the 
Regulations. 
This shall be completed — 

(a) Within six months, or 

(h) Within eight months, if serious difficulties shall occur; au- 
thority to extend is with the governor or alcalde and must 
be noted in records. 
Xotice of the time of demarcation and examination shall be given by 
the engineer within twenty days — 

(a) To the party soliciting investigation or registration; 
(h) To the owners of adjoining mines ; and 

(c) By announcement in the official periodical of the capital of 
the province. (2) 

Note 1. — See Note 2, Art. 30, R. D., for duty of governor or alcalde to make 
immediate reference to engineers of requests for demarcation made within the 
proper period. 

Note 2. — Governors or alcaldes shall direct that the notices mentioned in this 
article of the Royal Decree shall be served in the capital of the province if the 
owners or petitioners for mines, investigations, registries, galleries, dross and 
earth heaps bordering upon the demarcation about to be made, or the persons 
who legitimately represent them, reside therein. 

The originals of all these notices shall be attached to the record of proceedings. 

If any of the persons mentioned are absent, in place of personal notification, 
notices shall be published in the official periodical or list of announcements of 
the capital of the province, subject to the provisions of Art. 48 (Note 3, Art. 23, 
R. D., and Note 5, Art. 21, R. D.) and of No. 1, G. P. Reg. (see Note 1, Gen. 
Reg. Royal Decree ) . 

In addition to the personal notice, the demarcations shall always be previously 
announced as provided in subdivision (c) of the above article, and in order that 
said announcements may be made as early as possible, the engineers shall 
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promptly remit to the governors or alcaldes the corresponding reports, clearly- 
expressing in the same tlie days upon which the demarcations were made, and 
designating the days for each mine or group of claims bordering on or near it. 

If owners of bordering mines, registries, or other works, including those of 
investigation, are not present at the time of demarcation, or their representatives 
are not there in their stead, the engineers shall require the mine bosses or those 
in charge of the work of all the said works, mines, or registries to be present, if 
such persons be upon the ground, and this circumstance, the requirement to 
be present, and the absence or presence of the owners or representatives of the 
bordering mines, and of that about to be laid out, shall be clearly set forth in 
the record made of the demarcation. 

If the owners or interested parties who may have been notified in the capital 
of the province, or who, being absent, shall be considered as having knowledge 
of the fact through the publication in the periodical or list of announcements, are 
not present at the time of the demarcation, it shall be understood that they 
renounce their right to reclaim against the effects of the transaction, and the 
same shall be understood if, on account of the mine bosses or persons in charge 
of the works not presenting themselves, the requirement mentioned in the above 
article is permitted to be carried into effect upon the ground. 

No further recourse shall he admitted against demarcations than the protests, 
observations, and claims made in the act of the examination and the fixing of- 
the stakes and the landmarks. (Art. 53, Reg.) 

Note 3. — See Note 10, Art. 32, R. D., for regulation requiring the return of 
reports and plans of demarcation by engineers within six and eight months. 

Note 4. — The proceedings and details of field labor and reports for engineers 
conducting demarcations is contained in Notes 1 to 12, both inclusive. Art. 
32, R. D. 

Article 32. 
If it appear — 

(a) That the ^^legal labor^^ has been furnished ; 

(b) That the land is vacant ; ( 1 ) 

(c) That mineral has been discovered (see Art. 29) ; 
the engineer shall at once — 

(a) Lay out the claim or claims; (2) 

(h) Collect samples of the mineral; 

(c) Fix points where landmarks are to be set. (Landmarks must 

be firm;, durable, and easily perceptible.) 
The engineer shall rectify the description — 

(a) If he finds the description defective or badly made, 

(h) By reason of inexact measures or superposition of claims 

with a better right, 
(c) Provided the land is vacant. 

Note 1. — Engineers shall make no demarcations, first, if there be no vacant 
ground; second, if the work required under the law has not been made; third, 
or if there be no proof of the existence of the ore. In these cases the record shall 
be returned to the governor or alcalde of the province with the memorandum on 
the same record stating the causes for the return of said record. (Art. 54, Reg.) 

Note 2. — For the purpose of making the demarcations, the order to be fol- 
lowed out shall be that of priority of presentation of the petitions, provided 
always that the mines in question are all located in the same district. The only 
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admissible exception to this rigorous rule shall be the case where the distance 
and the isolation of the mines removes all fear of causing prejudice. (Art. 55, 
Reg.) 

Note 3. — The description presented with the petition can not be altered by the 
party in interest either after said description has been published or at the time 
of the examination and demarcation of the ground. 

Excepted from the rule just stated are the cases referred to in the second 
period of the above article (Avhere there is vacant land). In these cases, if the 
engineers do not agree with the parties in interest, the work shall be done in 
accordance with the decision of the former, and the latter shall have the privilege 
of a recourse to the governor or alcalde for proper decision. 

If this recourse be not interposed through the engineers and within the term 
of two days for the purpose that the engineers may report upon the contents of 
such recourse, and deliver the same to the governor or alcalde, the demarcation 
shall be considered as accepted. (Art. 56, Keg.) 

Note 4. — In making the demarcations the engineers shall try to locate them 
in such manner as to avoid as much as possible (but without prejudice to the 
exploitation) vacant spaces or strips between the claims. For this purpose, and 
provided always that there be no prejudice to a third party, the engineers may 
depart from the description made by the party in interest, with or without his 
approval. In case of disapproval recourse shall lie to the governor or alcalde, 
as provided in Art. 56, Reg. (Note 3, antea). (Art. 57, Reg.) 

Note 5. — Demarcations shall be made by the engineer alone, without the 
assistance of a clerk. 

The work of demarcation shall be done in the presence of witnesses, the parties 
in interest or their representatives, and the owners or managers of the mines, 
and of the contiguous mining works (see Note 2, Art. 31, R. D.), and the cor- 
responding record of said demarcation shall be drawn up by the engineer with all 
clearness and detail, without omitting any circumstance that may give a full 
idea of the ground, of the bearings of the mine, of the boundary mounds and 
relation of said mine to the fixed and certain points of the place where 
said mine is located, of the nature of the ore, of the similarity or dis- 
similarity of said ore to the presented samples, of the strata, thickness, and all 
other conditions of the ore deposit, and of the protests, objections, and remarks 
offered by the parties called to be present at the demarcation. These parties 
shall forfeit all right to be heard afterwards if they fail to attend at said 
demarcation. (See Note 2, Art. 31, R. D.) 

The record referred to as above shall be signed by the engineer and all those 
present who can write. (Art. 58, ^eg.) 

Note 6. — For every demarcation engineers shall make two topographic plans, 
traced on tracing paper, and each accompanied with a due explanation, written 
on the same sheet where the drawing is traced, and margin being left so as to 
attach them to the record. 

The scale of the plan shall be 1 to 5,000, with the reserved right of the Govern- 
ment to order a different scale, either greater or smaller. 

For mines mentioned in the second period of Art. 13, R. D. (viz, iron, coal, etc., 
500 by 300 meters in size ) , and for collections of mines ( Goto de minas ) , the scale 
shall be 1 to 10,000, to be increased in accordance with the general scale when 
several of the claims of that class must appear on the plans of demarcation of 
ordinary claims, and in an analogous but inverse case the scale of said ordinary 
claims shall be reduced to maintain it proportionate with that of 1 to 10,000. 

The plans, drawn with care and cleanliness, and with a variety of tints for bet- 
ter clearness, shall show the exact location of the prospectings, registries, mining 
works, and contiguous mines, with the mouths or points of departure, if possible. 
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The provisions of the rules contained in the Royal Decree of February 25, 1863, 
shall be observed by the engineer in all that concerns the drawing of plans, with 
a view to uniformity of expert proceedings. (Art. 59, Reg.) 

Note 7. — Art 60, Reg., refers to prospectors who have uncovered mineral, etc. 
(See Note 1, Art. 35, R. D.) 

Note 8. — Engineers shall strictly adhere to the provisions of the Royal Decree 
and Regulations as to the manner of making the demarcations, drawing up the 
minutes of demarcations, drawing the plans, and shall take greatest care in 
making their examinations in all professional operations without omitting any 
data, circumstance, or remark that may at any time aid in the better explanation 
of questions which may arise, in order that the demarcations, as well as the 
ground plans, may contain the basis and foundation of the rights of the parties 
and shall fix and guarantee their legitimacy, avoiding doubts, complaints, and 
claims. (Art. 61, Reg.) 

Note 9. — Like provisions for the demarcation of groups, collections, dross and 
earth heaps, and overpluses shall be followed by the engineers. (Art. 62, Reg.) 

Note 10. — Mining engineers in charge of examinations and demarcations shall 
return the respective records to the governors or alcaldes within the periods fixed 
by Par. 2, Art. 3 1, R^ D. ( within six months, or. within eight months if serious 
difficulties shall occur, * * * the governor or alcalde having the authority 
to extend the period), showing the formalities and operations practiced, includ- 
ing the ground plans, and expressing at the same time, in a separate report, the 
proper conditions which in addition to the general conditions of the Royal Decree 
and the Regulations should be imposed upon the persons requesting the conces- 
sion. (Art. 63, Reg.) 

Note 11. — Within a period of thirty days, counting from the day following 
that upon which the demarcation is made, the interested parties or their repre- 
sentatives shall deliver to the governors or alcaldes, in stamped paper, the 
amount of 15 escudos for each complete or incomplete mining claim which may 
be the object of the proceeding. An equal amount shall be paid for each overplus 
and dross or earth heap claim. 

They shall also deliver, within the same period, the amount necessary to fur- 
nish stamped paper upon which to draft title of ownership. 

The period of thirty days shall count, always, from the date of the first exam- 
ination upon which, at the same time, the demarcation was made, and it can 
not be understood as extended or suspended either because the engineer detains 
the record of the proceedings, or on account of corrections or modifications of 
the original demarcation, or on account of any other incidents which may alter 
the character of final formalities which generally the said operations must 
observe. (Art. 64, Reg.) 

Note 12. — The royal title of ownership of mines, overpluses, and dross and 
earth heaps shall conform to Model No. 5. One of the ground plans shall be 
separated from the record of proceedings and shall accompany the title, and the 
seal of the Superior Civil Governor shall be placed upon the same. (Art. 65, 
Reg.) 

Note 13. — See circulars (August 26, 1876, and September 20, 1893) for instruc- 
tions as to stamped paper as provided in Article 64 (Note 11, Art. 32, R. D.) 
of the Regulations upon which to extend title. (Appendix B, pp. 91 and 93.) 
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Article 33. 
(a) The magnetic north and south line shall be used by the engi- 
neers in taking directions. 
(6) They shall determine the location of the month of the mine 
in respect to the legal work by fixed and perceptible objects 
on the ground, 
(c) Miners shall be obliged to preserve their landmarks in the 
best condition. 

x\rticle 34. 
In registered claims to be laid out^ upon examination if it appear 
that no mineral has been discovered (see Art. 29), the governor or alcalde 
shall declare the claim forfeited and the registry void, and the land 
vacated, 

Unless the person registering shall appeal — 

Before or tvithin eight days of the examination, 
soliciting permission to investigate the same locality. In these cases the 
procedure will be in accordance with Articles 25 and 28. 

Article 35. 

(a) Complete claims ; 

( h ) Incomplete claims ; 

(c) Overpluses; 

(d) Groups or combinations of mines; 

(e) General galleries ; 
(/) Earth heaps^ and 
(g) Dross heaps 

shall be laid out, according to respective conditions, as provided in 
Articles 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 42, and 47. 

The investigator who may have described two claims under Article 17 
and fourth clause of Article 21 may request demarcation of both or of one 
only in a petition which best suits him, within the description. The 
ground left over shall be vacant. ( 1 ) 

Note 1. — In order that prospectors may obtain the demarcation referred to in 
the second sentence (last portion) of the above article, they must have uncovered 
sufficient ore to render possible the exploitation, and presented the proper peti- 
tion as provided for in second sentence of Art. 30, R. D. (Art. 60, Reg.) 

Note 2. — See Note 9, Art. 32, R. D., for rules in reference to demarcation of 
Classes (6), (c), {d), and (^) in above article. 

Note 3. — See Note 12, Art. 32, R. D., for model upon which royal titles are 
based for Classes (a), (6), (c), (d), (f), and (g) in above article. 

Article 36. 
Within forty days after the demarcation the governor or alcalde shall — 
(a) Eemit the record of the case, 
(h) The opposition, and 
(c) His detailed report 
to the Superior Civil Governor (Governor-General) (1), for his decision. 
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In case of opposition the Superior Civil Governor shall hear — 
(a) The Council of Administration and 
(h) The engineer on professional points (if necessary). 
Note 1. — This remittance is made through the Director-General of Civil 
Administration, and then to the Governor-General through that branch. 

AllTICLE 37. 

Title of ownership shall be issued to the concessionary by the Superior 
Civil Governor (under Spanish rule in the King^s name). 
It shall contain — 

(a) The general conditions of this decree; 
(h) The Eegulations issued for its execution ; 
(c) Special regulations required for the public convenience. 
If any conditions be resisted^ no concession to any other individual or 
company shall be issued^ except under the same conditions, unless the 
original concessionary renounce — 

(a) Voluntarily and 

(b) In writing his preferred right. 

Article 38. 

Upon receipt of the title of ownership the governor or alcalde shall — 
(a) Immediately deliver it to the interested party; 
(h) Commission the local authority to place the new owners in 
possession of the same within two months; 

(c) To be done in presence of the clerk. 

Article 39. 

Mining concessions endure for unlimited period, provided — 

(a) The miner complies with the provisions of this decree and 
(&) The special regulations contained in the title of ownership. 



CHAPTER VI. 



GALLERIES FOR INVESTIGATION, DRAINAGE, AND 
TRANSPORTATION. 



Article 40. 



A person intending to open a tunnel or gallery in vacant ground must — 
(a) Request a concession for a group or combination of mines, 

under Article 16. 
(h) Where the gallery crosses grounds occupied by mines already 
granted (either for investigation or for registry), 
the person proposing the work must make agreements and stipulations 
previously with the interested parties. 

Note \. — See Article 44 for further conditions in crossing claims previously 
instituted. 

Note 2. — See Notes 2 et seq., Art. 41, for details of procedure, course and con- 
tents of petitions, notice to adverse interests, condition of concession, and the 
process of possession. 

Article 41. 
The applicant proceeds as follows : 

(a) Presents petition to the governor or alcalde ; 

(b) With plans of the works projected, signed by a mining engi- 

neer; 

(c) With copy of agreements made with miners at the time inter- 

ested in the lands ; ( 1 ) 
Whereupon the authority — 

(a) Makes publication within three days in the official periodical 
of the province. 

(h) Sends notice to the alcalde or inferior authority to be posted 
as notices. 

(c) The proceedings provided by Article 23 being completed, re- 
mits the record to the Superior Civil Governor for decision. 
(See Art. 23, R. D., and notes.) 

Note 1. — The agreements specified are declared to be "in order to obviate 
ulterior questions and for an equitable arrangement as to product"; in default 
of such agreement, see Article 44 for rules governing the crossing and the dis- 
position of their products. 

Note 2. — Previous to the admission of a petition for the opening of a tunnel 
or galleries, when they propose to cross grounds occupied in whole or part by 
granted or registered mines or mines in process of investigation, the agreements 
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and stipulations specified in the above article (and in Art. 40, R. D.) must be 
perfected and a transcript in due form must accompany such petition. 

The petitions for galleries for investigation, drainage, or transportation shall 
be drafted according to Model No. 6, and the plan which accompanies the petition 
shall show the location of the proposed object of registry, and the mines of other 
interested parties which, as the case may be, the plan may cover. (Art. 66, Reg.) 

Note 3. — When the concession of general galleries for investigation, drainage, 
and transportation is proposed, and at the time of publishing the description 
contained in the last half of the above article, and within the periods fixed 
therein, the governor or alcalde shall order that the proper personal notices be 
served upon the interested parties and owners of the registered properties or 
mines comprised within the space to be traversed by the general gallery. 

The notices shall be served upon attorneys or representatives of the interested 
parties or owners only if they be legally authorized thereto. 

When notice must be served on account of the existence of previously registered 
mines, before the governor or alcalde remits the proceedings to the Superior Civil 
Governor, the provisions respecting investigations and registries prescribed by 
Art. 24, R. D. (sixty days' notice to be given for the filing of protests and claims 
in opposition), and those prescribed by Art. 5 (see Notes 2 and 3, Art. 5, R. D.), 
Art. 7 (see Note 8, Art. 5, R. D.), Art. 15 (see Note 3, Art. 9, R. D.), Art. 29 
(see Note 4, Art. 20, R. D.), Art. 42 (see Note 2, Art. 23, R. D.), and Art. 43 
(see Note 1, Art. 25, R. D., and Note 2, Art. 23, R. D.) of these Regulations (and 
which articles relate to the methods of procedure and the course of petitions by 
reason of adverse interested parties arising from agricultural, mineral, or indus- 
trial conditons.) (Art. 67, Reg.) 

Note 4. — See Note 3, Article 44, for provision in reference to proceedings where 
no agreement can be made^for the passing of a general gallery. 

Note 5. — The Superior Civil Governor shall grant permission to open galleries 
by superior decrees in which shall be set forth the technical conditions and other 
things proper to impose upon the interested parties according to cases. 

When a superior decree for the concession of a general gallery has been issued 
and received, the governor or alcalde shall order that possession be given in the 
time and form prescribed by Art. 38, R. D. (two months). (Art. 71, Reg.) 

Article 42. 

The applicant may be granted a reserve of claims designated by him 
from those free or vacant in the locality of his work, or near his drainage 
works. 

These claims may subsequently be entered — 
(a) For investigation or 
( h ) For registry 
under the general provisions as the subterranean work advances. 

Note 1. — The right to reject any such reserve claims is reserved. 

Note 2. — The reservation of claims for the person undertaking the construction 
of general galleries, as provided in the above article, shall be solicited by the 
person when he petitions for authority to undertake the work, expressing the 
number of claims, describing them, and showing them on the ground plans. 

No registry or investigation shall be permitted upon the grounds which the 
same may occupy, according to the ground plan, as long as the permission to 
carry on the work of the general gallery remains in force; and only when the 
subterranean w^ork reaches beyond the limit, and the person constructing the 
gallery does not make the claims the object of registry or investigation. The 
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engineers upon visiting the mines of the district shall make report to the gov- 
ernor or alcalde to the end that he may order that within a period of thirty days 
the person or representative shall choose between instituting the proper pro- 
ceedings for investigation or registry or the declaring of the land as vacant and 
the renouncement of the claims as not suitable. 

This declaration shall be made, by the governor or alcalde when it is proper, 
fifteen days after having received the answer of the person constructing the 
gallery, and it shall be published in the official periodical or circular of announce- 
ments of the capital of the province. 

If the person does not answer the notification of the governor or alcalde within 
the period of thirty days, it shall be understood that he renounces his rights and 
the declaration shall be made without furtlier recourse, after being approved by 
the Superior Civil Governor. (Art. 68, Reg.) 

See Note 8, G. P. Reg., in reference to hindering or obstructing engineers. 

Article 43. 

1^1 le line^ or lines, of subterranean work in general galleries shall follow 
the course set forth in the concession. 

But the concessionary may vary the direction as the work proceeds 
under like proceedings as those contained in the original concession. 

Note 1. — This variation, rendered necessary by deflections of discovery of 
veins, becomes, for all purposes of a concession, subject to the entire provisions 
of the Royal Decree for the original concession. 

Note 2. — For the purpose of changing the line or lines fixed in the concession 
for general galleries, the proceedings instituted under the above article shall 
observe the same legal steps and contain the same formalities as the original 
proceedings for securing the concession (see Notes 2 and 3, Art. 41, R. D. K 
(Art. 69, Reg.) 

Article 44, 
All mining claims — 

(a) Shall be obliged to permit the passing of a general gallery ; 
( 6 ) Eespecting the props and safeguards of the gallery ; 

(c) Remove no mineral which would leave walls with less than 

2 meters of thickness ; ( 1 ) 

(d) Price of drainage, ventilation, and extraction rendered by the 

owner of the gallery to the miner shall be arranged by mu- 
tual consent and agreement ; 

(e) In default of agreement, by appraisement of experts ap- 

pointed by both parties ; , 

(/) Upon failure to agree, a third expert appointed by the gov- 
ernor or alcalde, by whom the circumstances of the case and 
expert opinion should be considered. 
On the other hand, the owner of the gallery — 

(a) Can take out only mineral found strictly in the line of the 
gallery; 

(h) Extraction shall be at his own cost; 
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(c) If under a claim already marked out, to be divided equally 
between the owner of the gallery and the owner of the laid- 
out mine. (2) 

Note 1. — In place of walls for support of the gallery, the owner of the laid-out 
mine may prop the gallery in a regular manner at his own expense. 

Note 2. — This rule only applies where questionable points between interested 
parties have not been decided or embraced in the private stipulations and agree- 
ments. 

Note 3. — In case of nonagreement of interested parties with the appraise- 
ment provided for in subdivisions (e) and (f) of the above article, the pro- 
visions set forth in Art. 5 (see Notes 2 and 3, Art. 5, R. D.) and Art. 7 (see 
Note 8, Art. 5, K. D.) of the Regulations, as far as applicable, shall be observed. 
(Art. 70, Reg.) 



CHAPTER Vn. 



CONCESSIONS-EARTH AND DROSS HEAPS. 



Article 45. 
Earth heaps from mines 
And dross heaps from workshops 
Are the objects of concession, 
provided they be abandoned. 

Article 46. 

Proceedings by petition directed to the governor or alcalde, with 
description. 

Legal labor to be three shafts or tunnels in different points, of dimen- 
sions necessary to show the nature and circumstances of the deposits. 

The governor or alcalde then remits the proceedings with a report to 
the Superior Civil Governor for his decision. 

Note I. — Time allowed in the preparaton of papers, together with the other 
periods of time, are the same as those established for the registry of mining 
claims. See Article 47. (See Note I, Art. 36, R. D.) 

Note 2. — Proceedings instituted for the purpose of obtaining concessions for 
the working and development of earth and dross heaps shall follow the course 
prescribed by the Koyal Decree and that which Chapters IV and V of the Regula- 
tions (Art. 29 to 65, inclusive) established in regard to registry. (Art. 72, Reg.; 
see also Note 1, Art. 47, R. D.) 

Article 47. 

The form of demarcation, with descriptions upon this class of mineral, 
is that of a rectilinear polygon, in such form as the person interested may 
designate. 

Superficial area is limited to double that of a claim, or shall be 300,00Q 
square meters for each person or company. 

The preparation of the papers in these cases and the taking possession 
of earth and dross heaps shall be carried out within the periods established 
for the registry of mining claims. ( 1 ) 

Note 1. — See Arts. 21 and 22, R. D., with notes thereto, and especially note 
to Art. 22, R. D. See also Note 2, Art. 46, R. D. 

Article 48. 

The owner of the mine or works from which the earth or dross heap has 
accumulated shall have previous right over a stranger if he desires, but he 
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must manifest the same within a period of thirty days after the notifica- 
tion. 

Note 1. — Preference given by this article to the owner when a stranger asks 
concession to work a mine within the demarcation of the same shall hold good 
in case of proposing to register, or of authority to investigate said property. 

In both cases the governor or alcalde, upon the presentation of the petition, 
shall order the proper notice to be served upon the concessionary of the earth 
or dross heap, or upon his representative. 

If within the period of thirty days fixed by the Royal Decree an answer has 
not been presented to the governor or alcalde, it shall be understood that he 
renounces his right of preference. 

If the dross or earth heap is not laid out at the time of the presenting of the 
petition for registry or investigation of a mine, the said preference can not be 
claimed, nor can those interested in the new proposition enjoy the ownership 
provided in Art. 59, R. D. (which relates to the benefit of water found in the 
course of the work, with restrictive limitations as to interference with the water 
supply of other vested industries or owners ) . 

All parties shall subject themselves to the prosecution of the proper proceed- 
ings for concession, without any right of preference, provided that upon working 
the said claims there be observed the rules of police and security already in force 
or which in the future may be ordered. (Art. 73, Reg.) 



CHAPTER Vni. 



GENERAL PROVISIONS CONCERNING THE MINING INDUSTRY. 



Article 49. 
Owners and investigators of mines must — 

(a) Work mines by prescribed methods ; (1) 

(b) Comply with security and police provisions. 
Offenses punished by fine — 

(a) Not exceeding 200 escudos, first offense; 

( 6 ) Not exceeding 400 escudos^ second offense ; also 

(c) Criminal proceedings in courts having jurisdiction of crimes 

committed. 
Other minerals found in mine, other than those for which concession is 
issued — 

(a) Shall be reported to the governor or alcalde, and 

(b) By him to the Superior Civil Governor as data for mining 

statistics. 

Note 1. — Miners shall perform their work according to the rules of the art 
and shall take care that mines are clean drained and well ventilated. 

Avaricious exploitations by which, in addition to failure to timber and secure 
the mine, ulterior benefits are rendered impossible or difficult, and lives of 
operatives are endangered, shall be considered as contrary to the Royal Decree. 

The preservation of stakes or landmarks fixed in laying out claims shall be 
obligatory upon miners as well as the observance of the provisions concerning 
police and sanitation, as concerning timbering, and in addition to the regulations 
upon these subjects contained in the Regulations, rules prescribed by engineers 
in particular cases, and the orders of local authorities issued upon professional 
reports, exclusively concerning health, shall be obligatory. (Art. 74, Reg.) 

Note 2. — Governors ^nd alcaldes, upon examination and report of the proper 
engineer, shall fix in each case, and at the instance of a party, the period withiu 
which water accumulated in the working of the mine shall be baled or drained^ 
and particular exactness shall be maintained upon this point, the shortest pos- 
sible period being fixed for the purpose of avoiding the utilizing of water by a 
mine at the expense or to the damage of another. (Art. 74, Reg.) 

Note 3. — For the purpose of compliance with the matters stated in Notes 1 and 
2, antea, and in order to enforce compliance with the provisions of the Royal 
Decree and Regulations, the owners of a mine or mines, and concessionaries of 
galleries, rights to investigate, earth and dross heaps, shall keep a book, bound, 
paged, and scrolled on all its leaves by the petit governor of the jurisdiction. 

This book shall have for a title "Book of visits of the mine, etc., situ- 
ated in the district of ." Upon the first page a memorandum shall be 

entered by the petit governor and petit director, showing the number of pages 
composing the book. (For use of this book see Note 4, postea.) (Art. 75, Reg.) 

Note 4. — ^The engineers at least once in each two years, unless the urgency of 
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the service prevents, shall make a round of visits to mines and mining works, 
and shall show by a memorandum in the book described in the preceding note 
the state in which they find said mines and the defects they observe in the opera- 
tion of the same, and they shall set forth such rules as they may deem pertinent, 
as well concerning the methods of operation as concerning police, health, and 
other matters necessary to the advancement of the industry, and the legitimate 
benefit of the operators. 

During these visits they shall also make the reports mentioned in Art. 21 
(Note 5, Art. 13, R. D.) and Art. 68 (Note 2, Art. 42, R. D.) of these Regulations. 
(Art. 76, Reg.) 

See Par. 3, G. P. Reg., in reference to salaries of engineers and assistants in 
performing this labor. 

Note 5. — The chief of the district shall also keep a book, paged and scrolled, 
in which the visits to the mines shall be entered. 

In this book shall be entered the communications which the engineers may 
remit to him according to the result of each of the visits made, and the rules or 
warning which they may have inscribed in the book belonging to the mine, and 
other matters of this nature. 

These provisions shall be no impediment to the fact that during the course of 
his visits in the district the engineers shall immediately report to the governor 
or alcalde such grave offenses as could not have been avoided, and which ought 
to be remedied, or such as merit correction or punishment in accordance with the 
provisions of the Royal Decree. (Art. 77, Reg.) 

Note 6. — See Decree of the Governor-General of March 27, 1895, for penalty 
to be attached to failure of miner to comply with this decree which deals with 
the discovery of gold in place in concessions for placers. See Note 1, Art. 50. 
(Appendix C, p. 120.) 

Article 50. 
Commencing with possession of — 
(a) Mining claims^ 
(h) Earth heaps^ 
(c) Dross heaps^ 
by virtue of title or concession for investigation, formal work must be 
done for each year, viz — 

(a) One hundred and eighty-three days^ time, in order that the 
properties may be considered as occupied or in operation; 
(h) There must be employed in each claim four operatives for 
one-half the year. 

Note 1. — See Decree of the Governor-General of March 27, 1895, for work to 
be done by miner when gold in place is discovered and worked in placer con- 
cession. (Appendix C, p. 120.) 

Article 51. 
Work equal to the provisions of Article 50 is required in tunnels and 
general galleries from time of taking possession. 

(a) Number of ordinary operatives shall be at least that of a min- 

ing claim ; but 

(b) Greater number if concession so requires. 

Note 1. — Such labor as must annually be performed upon each claim as a 
proof of its being occupied according to the Royal Decree shall be fixed by the 
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engineer in each particular case, taking into consideration the nature of the 
ground and all other accidental matters which may appear in each mine. (Art. 
78, Reg.) 

Article 52. 

In computing "legal labor/"^ for the purposes of occupation it is not 
necessary that the work be distributed over the claims. 

(a) The operatives may be collected at one point if it be best for 

the interests of the enterprise. 
(^) The mechanical force employed shall be counted with the 
operatives. 

Note 1. — The collection of laborers, authorized by this article, may take place 
without special permission when the work is done upon different claims granted 
in one mining concession, obtained in accordance with the provisions of Arts. 
16 and 17, R. D., which provide for the obtaining of groups of mines or territory 
upon vacant land by a company or individual. 

When it is necessary to make such collection upon claims granted in distinct 
mining concessions, the permission of the Superior Civil Governor must pre- 
viously be obtained. This permission shall be granted only when mines obtained 
by different concessions are adjacent. In order to obtain this permission the 
interested parties must present a petition to the governor or alcalde, accompanied 
by a ground plan in which is shown the location of the mines upon which such 
collection of laborers is desired. These authorities shall hear the mining engineer 
concerning the matter and shall remit the petition, the ground plan, and all other 
data, with a report to the Superior Civil Governor for such decision as he may 
deem proper. (Art. 78, Reg.) 

Article 53. 

As a test that a mining concession has been occupied, the Regulations 
shall set forth the minimum amount of work on the claim that must be 
done upon the same according to its conditions and circumstances. 

Legal labor may be reduced when the difficulty of working the mine, 
etc., or disposing of the products justify it — 

(a) To one-half, for a period of two years ; 

( 6 ) By the Superior Civil Governor ; 

(c) Because of difficulty in working or utilizing the products. 

Note 1. — The concentration (see Note 1, Art. 52, R. D.) or reduction of opera- 
tives pertains only to mining claims already granted, provided proceedings of 
this kind are instituted, and it is also shown in proper form that the mining 
claims requesting the concentration or reduction of laborers have been already 
granted. (Art. 78, Reg.) 

Article 54. 
Legal labor may be commenced in advance, if the parties desire, while 
papers are in the course of preparation, but — 

If opposition is presented all work shall be suspended unless a guaranty 
be offered to — 

(a) The satisfaction of the governor or alcalde, or 
(6) The Superior Civil Governor on appeal. 
M L 4 
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Article 55. 

Obligations of miners are — 

(a) To aid ventilation of adjacent mines; 

(b) Permit subterranean passage of water to general drain; (1) 

(c) Consent to necessary transportation of others over the surface 

of claims ; 

(d) Indemnify for damages to other mines ; (2) 

(e) The miner being declared legally insolvent, such damage shall 

be held as willfully caused. 

Note 1. — To be arranged by agreement or upon indemnity, if proper. 

Note 2. — This applies more especially to water damage, but it also is extended 
to cover all other species of damage; and the general courts and laws are made 
available and applicable for this as well as other damages. 

Note 3. — In addition to the general obligations imposed upon miners by the 
Royal Decree and these Regulations, the miners shall be subject to such par- 
ticular obligations as in each special case may be required of them, and which 
may be expressed and set forth in the titles of ownership and any authority 
granted by superior decree. (Art. 80, Reg.) 

Article 56. 

Privileges to miners are — 

A. Full enjoyment of the surface of their claims for — 

1. Warehouses, 

2. Workshops, 

3. Sluices, 

4. Offices, 

5. Deposits for slag or dross, 

6. Eoads, and 

7. Other similar uses ; 
To be arranged — 

(a) Agreement with the owner as to surface used, and price to be 

paid ; or, 
(6) By condemnation on request to governor or alcalde, to take 

effect in two months, the indemnification established by 

Article 5 having been paid. 

B. Contiguous surface near the claim may be obtained — 

(a) If the engineer deem it necessary; 
( h ) Upon condemnation proceedings ; 
(c) Without prejudice to acquired rights. 

C. Eoads extended or opened beyond claims to be governed by general 
provisions of law. 

Note 1. — Royal order of August 24, 1897, prescribing right to use of timber 
and establishing regulations. (Appendix C, p. 129.) 
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Article 57. 

Free alienation is allowed to miners — 

Except mineral products monopolized by the State, these to be gov- 
erned by special orders. 

Note 1. — The owners of mining claims producing products which the fiscal law 
declares is monopolized by the State can not dispose of the same without the inter- 
vention and under the conditions fixed by the Superior Civil Governor. (Art. 
79, Reg.) 

Article 58. 
Sale of products may be made only — 

{a) When the miner has obtained the title of ownership ; 
(&) When claim is laid out without opposition the governor or 
alcalde may authorize the sale of mineral ; 

1. Reporting action to Superior Civil Governor, and 

2. Declaring interested party subject to provisions of 

Articles 81, 82, 83, and 84. 
See Note 1, Art. 36, Royal Decree. 

Article 59. 

A. Dross and earth heaps contained in mining claims belong to the 
claim owner, unless before registry they have been registered or granted 
to others. 

B. Water found in mines, tunnels, etc., belongs to the miner, if 
required, and while keeping ownership. 

C. Water cut off (1) or changed in course used for town or irrigation 
must be restored to former bed — 

{a) Indemnify with civil damages, and 
( & ) May be made criminally responsible. 

Note 1. — This provision is good whether the cut-off or change be accomplished 
voluntarily or involuntarily. 

Note 2. — See Note 1, Article 48, for limitations touching concessionaries of 
earth and dross heaps. 

Article 60. 
Where are miners inhabitants? 

Of the pueblos within the limits of which their mines are situated, in 
regard to — 

{a) The use of water, 
{I) Forests, 
(c) Commons, 
{d) Pastures, 

{e) Other common benefits relative to the industry. 
But subject to the provincial ordinances. 

Miners having more than one hundred operatives may — 
(a) Establish cockpits and 
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(h) Meat markets, subject to taxation. 

(c) Import Chinese labor under regulations of August 5, 1850 

(Superior Civil Governor's Office);, subject to capitation 

tax made on natives. 

. To secure this Chinese labor, which is the extension of a permission 

previously granted to farmers of the first class, the following conditions 

are necessary : 

1. Permission must be first obtained from the chief of the prov- 

ince where the mine is situated, setting forth the port of 
disembarkation and the number of laborers. 

2. The Chinese must reside near the mine and not in neighboring 

towns. 

3. Transfer of Chinese already living in the country shall be done 

by request of the chief of the province. 

4. The miners to pay the capitation tax by thirds in advance. 

5. Upon payment, to furnish lists of laborers (sworn to), with 

proof of increase or decrease. 

6. Chief of province to inspect any list at any time he desires, to 

correct lists and fix quotas and settling difficulties between 
operatives and laborers, and protect the laborers, if need be, 
from abuse. 

Note L— Miners and mining companies having previously observed the formali- 
ties established by the above article may introduce such Chinamen as they may 
need, provided the number does not exceed 400 for each mine or mining establish- 
ment. (Art. 81, Reg.) 

Note 2. — Miners must report to the authorities of the province the flight of 
Chinamen who abandon the mines, and the revenue office shall direct that visits 
be made to the mines whenever it is deemed necessary for the purpose of verifying 
the number of Chinese listed in the poll lists of each mine. In the case of death 
of Chinese the miners shall report to the same authority, with such formalities 
as may be required. (Art. 82, Reg.) 

Note 3. — Persons under lawful age who may be introduced with Chinese miners 
shall pay no contribution until they arrive at the proper age for such payment, 
and as to other matters, they shall be governed by the provisions common to other 
Chinamen. 

Women who may be introduced with Chinese miners shall pay the same as 
natives. 

Children of Chinese miners who continue in the mining industries shall pay 
as natives and shall be kept within their respective poll lists, together with the 
use of clothing and other distinctions of their guild as long as they do not secure 
the express permission of the Superior Government. (Art. 83, Reg.) 

Article 61. 
Natives and mestizos (including women and children) who serve as 
laborers in mines, etc., where, within a radius of 2 leagues there is not a 
Christian population or town of more than 300 families — 

1. Have a reduction of one-half the obligation for personal serv- 
ices if they do the work personally, or one-third if remitted 
in cash — viz, 2 escudos every six months, in advance. 
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2. Mining colonies of 250 families or more may declare themselves 
pueblos with municipal administration. 

(a) The chaplain to have parochial rights and be paid by the min- 

ing company if less than 500 families. 

(b) If more than 500 families^, to be paid by the State. 

Article 62. 

Fees must be deposited with the governor or alcalde to cover official 
expenses established by regulation by parties registering or applying for 
investigation. 

Also^ at the proper time^ payment must be made for issuing title of 
ownership. 

Note 1. — Upon presenting petitions for registry, whether for a complete or an 
incomplete claim, overplus, for investigation, for dross or earth heaps, for the 
working of the mineral products mentioned in Art. 3, R. D., and for gold or tin 
bearing sands in fixed establisliments, the interested parties shall deliver the 
amount of 75 escudos. No petition shall be accepted if the delivery of the said 
amount to the governor or alcalde is omitted. As to amounts exacted for groups 
of claims, the provisions prescribed in Art. 50, Reg. (Note 6, Art. 21, R. D. ), 
shall be observed. (Art. 84, Reg.) 

See Note 1, Art. 22, R. D., for reference to the deposit above provided for in 
certain cases. 

Note 2. — The amount realized from the delivery of the 7o escudos referred to 
in the preceding note shall be deposited weekly by the governors or alcaldes in 
the coffers of their respective administrations of the treasury, where they shall 
be held at the disposition and for the payment of the daily compensation of 
engineers and assistants. The surplus shall be returned to the interested parties. 

If the 75 escudos do not cover the expense of the proceedings on account of 
which the deposit is made, the interested parties or their representatives shall 
pay whatever may be lacking within a period of fifteen days, counting from the 
day upon which they may be notified of the excess of expenses. 

The notifications, as well as the payment, shall be set forth in the proceedings 
with the formalities prescribed by Art. 33 (Note 1, Art. 22, R. D.) and Art. 46 
(Note 3, Art. 22, R. D.) of the Regulations. 

A statement of the receipts and disbursements of the funds referred to in this 
article of the Regulations shall be published each six months in the official peri- 
odical or list of announcements of the capital of the province. The provisions of 
this article shall be considered as a complement to the provisions of the above Art. 
62, R. D., and Art. 64, Reg. (Note 11, Art. 32, R. D.), in regard to demarcations. 
(Art. 85, Reg.) 

Note 3. — By decree of the Governor-General of October 12, 1894, the fees are 
not limited to $37.50 to each claim, but an additional amount may be required 
on estimate of the engineer and shall be paid on presentation of the petition as 
provided in this article and Arts. 84 and 85 (Notes 1 and 2, Art. 62, R. D.) of 
the Regulations. (Appendix C, p. 115.) 

Akticle 63. 

Claim owners prospecting and investigators who abandon must fill up 
shafts. 

He may be compelled to do so by the local authority or the owner of the 
ground. 
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He must notify the governor or alcalde of the abandonment fifteen 
days in advance and fill up shafts under penalty of fine not to exceed 200 
escudos. 

Proprietors of mines who abandon the same shall fill shafts and notify 
the governor or alcalde one month in advance, under like penalty. 

The governor or alcalde shall cause the works to be examined by an 
engineer to certify to proper condition of timber work and that the shafts 
are properly closed. 

Note 1. — See Par. 3, G. P. Reg., with reference to the salary of engineers and 
assistants in the performance of official duties referred to in the last clause of 
the above article. 

Article 64. 
Until— 

(a) The person registering, 
( h ) The investigator, 

(c) The owner of mine, dross or earth heaps 
shall have notified the proper authority of the stoppage or abandonment, 
they shall remain subject to the provisions and obligations set forth in 
this decree. 



CHAPTER IX. 



THE CANCELLATION OF PROCEEDINGS FOR DENOUNCEMENT, THE 
EXPIRATION OF COMMISSIONS, AND THE FORMALITIES OF A 
NEW AWARD. 



Article 65. 



Proceedings for denouncement of mines, earth and dross heaps are void 
and considered closed — 

1. When persons about to register, and being previously warned, fail 
in an}^ of the requirements of this decree, viz — 

{a) To deposit tlie amount designated by the regulations to cover 
official expenses, or 

(b) To pay for the issuance of the title of ownership; 

(c) To file description of the property with the })etition ; 
{d) To present plan of the ground, (2) or 

{e) To present a certificate of having staked the same according 
to Articles 21 and 46; 

(/) To furnish the legal labor ; 

{g) To request the demarcation within the time fixed ; 

{h) When ordered to pay the legal contribution he may be 
insolvent. 
Similar p:^ocedure covers permissions to investigate, except — 

(a) Legal labor shall not be required, 

(6) But legal labor shall be required after the discovery of min- 
eral, in accordance with Articles 1, 6, 7, and 30. (1) 

2. When any person registering claims, surplus grounds, or earth or 
dross heaps, or requesting permission to investigate, appears before the 
proper authority and proposes in writing to cease operations. 

The governor and alcalde, upon proper proceedings, and as set forth in 
the Eegulations, shall declare the proceedings of denouncement canceled 
and void; the property vacant, and competent to he registered hy another. 

Note \. — See Note 3, Art. 27, R. D., as to requesting demarcation and 
concession. 

Note 2. — See Note 2, Article 30, as to requesting demarcation and concession. 

Note 3. — No petition for registry, working, overplus, investigation, concession, 
earth or dross heaps, and development of mineral products mentioned in Art. 3, 
R. D,, and the working of gold or tin bearing sands, shall be admitted or con- 
sidered unless the amount fixed by Art. 84, Reg. (see Note 2, Art. 62, R. D.), be 
paid, and unless the description of the claim is also presented according to Art. 
31, Reg. (see Note 2, Art. 21, R. D.). 

55 
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Nor shall petitions in regard to registering or investigating ground, petitions 
for which having already been admitted and the description published, be admit- 
ted or considered. 

Notwithstanding petitions for investigation or registry shall be admitted 
although they referred to lands pending determination, when it is set forth in the 
petitions that the first proceedings are not valid because of errors. In such cases, 
if the nullity is shown and it is proper to declare it, the governor or alcalde, sub- 
ject to the provisions of the Royal Decree and Regulations, shall issue an order 
to that effect, and the new proceedings shall continue according to legal 
formalities. 

When cause for the alleged nullity does not exist, the petition for registration 
or investigation, which presupposes the same, shall be denied, remaining void, 
and of no effect, and the original proceedings shall continue their course in the 
form and manner and within tlie periods corresponding to the same. 

When the interested parties may commit any of the offenses mentioned in the 
above article, and when circumstances mentioned in subdivision 2 of the article 
happen, the governors or alcaldes shall order the cancellation of the proceedings 
as null and of no effect, and shall direct that due and proper notice be served 
upon the parties. 

Publications in the official periodicals or in the list of announcements of can- 
cellations shall not be made until said orders become final. This being under- 
stood without prejudice to the provisions of the third paragraph of Art. 48, Reg., 
which provides for service by publication, or public announcements, when the 
interested party or his representatives do not reside within the province so as 
to admit of personal service of notice; Note 5, Art. 21, R. D. (Art. 86, Reg,; 
see Note 10, G, P. Reg.) 

Note 4. — In the cases referred to in Note 3, antea, where petitions are pre- 
sented which superposes claims and was denied either with or without explana- 
tion, the canceled proceedings can never be revived, although the proceedings 
which brought about such cancellation may afterwards be declared canceled. 
(Art. 87, Reg.) 

Note 5. — Proceedings officially instituted for the purpose of declaring can- 
cellation shall be commenced by a decree of the governor or alcalde, in which 
shall be set forth the causes upon which the same are founded. 

Notice of this resolution shall be served upon the concessionary in order that 
within the period of thirty days he may present whatever he may deem proper 
to protect his rights. 

After this period shall have passed, whether answer lias been made or not, the 
said authority shall, if he deems it proper, order that investigation shall be 
made of the facts for the purpose of learning the truth, and shall hear the 
engineer whose duty it may be to present the same. 

When the proceedings shall have reached this stage, the governor or alcalde 
shall declare, according to the case, the expiration or continuance of th« 
concession. 

When the proceeding has been instituted at the instance of a party, the same 
formalities shall be observed and the governor or alcalde must issue an order for 
the investigation of the matter immediately after the presentation of the petition. 
In both cases the governors or alcaldes, in addition to taking such steps as 
may be necessary, shall receive or admit such testimony as the interested parties 
may present to the judicial authorities. The period of taking all classes of testi- 
mony in these cases, after the period of thirty days granted to the concessionary, 
shall not exceed four months. When this period shall have expired, the governor 
or alcalde shall issue the proper order within a period of two months. 

Proceedings for cancellation on account of the formal and. explicit abandon- 
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ment of the concession shall be of official origin, in which case the provisions of 
Arts. 63 and 64, R. D., shall also be observed, relative to the continuance of 
liability of mine owners to the provisions of the Royal Decree, notwithstanding 
the fact of actual abandonment, until such time as shafts have been filled up 
and other steps taken under the order of the engineers to render the property 
safe and secure. (Art. 80, Reg.) 

See also Note 2, Article 69, which contains four rules explanatory of the mat- 
ter contained in the preceding note, and of the matter contained in Art. 69, R. D., 
in minute detail with further references to other provisions applicable to such 
procedure. 

See Note 2, G. P. Reg., for salary of engineer and assistants for services 
required under above article. 

Article 66. 
expiration and loss of ownership. 

Claims to mineS;, earth and dross heaps expire, and the ownership is 
lost— 

1. When conditions of concession, in conformity with the decree 

and regulations as set forth in the title of ownership, are not 
complied with ; 

2. Because of bad management the enterprise is menaced with 

ruin. 
Provided the owner, being warned, does not put in proper timbers and 
supports within the period fixed, according to the instructions of the engi- 
neer, approved by the alcalde. 

3. Failure to pay the fixed contribution set forth in Article 80 and 

the debtor in attachment upon an execution levied being 
found insolvent. 

4. Abandonment under rules established by Articles 50, 51, 52, 

and 53. 

5. Voluntary renunciation in the form and manner established 

by Article 63. (1) 

Note 1. — In case of permission to investigate, the party can not be dispossessed 
for some of the five causes enumerated in this article, and is guaranteed the right 
of appeal provided in Article 69. 

Note 2. — In addition to the concessions referred to in the above article, in 
determining the causes which bring about the declaration of cancellation of the 
concession of a general gallery, the concession shall expire and all rights shall be 
lost whenever the conditions of the Superior Decree by which said concession may 
have been authorized was not complied with or fulfilled. (Art. 88, Reg.) 

Article 67. 

The cases provided in Nos. 1 and 4 of Article 66 are : 
(a) War; 
(&) Famine and pestilence within 60 kilometers; 

(c) Fire and flood ; 

(d) Earthquakes and heavy storms such as to impede labor; 

(e) "Force Majeure^^ proven in due form. 
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Article 68. 

Under Article 89, within thirty days after notification, interested par- 
ties may file claims before the Superior Civil Governor, against the deci- 
sion of the alcalde (ex officio) in accordance with Article 65 deciding that 
the proceedings of denouncement arc void and considered closed. This 
appeal is without prejudice, however, of carrying out the announcement 
of void and closed denouncements, and the alcalde shall cause to be pub- 
lished each six months in the official periodical of the province a list of 
such mining claims, earth and dross heaps declared, from any cause, com- 
petent to be again registered within that period. 

Article 69. 

In case of expiration and loss of ownership of mines, earth and dross 
heaps, the proceedings shall be as follows : 

(a) An official proceeding (ex officio). 

(b) Proceeding by the party soliciting registry. 
These proceedings may be taken as well against — 

(a) Minerals which have been worked in ancient times, 

(h) As those of title issued in modern times. 
In all cases the proceedings shall be by petition — 

(a) That forfeiture be declared against the present incumbent ; 

(h) Or, if already declared, that the mine be awarded to the 
petitioner. 
Description shall accompany the petition for registry in both cases : 

(a) Forfeiture being declared, or 

(/;) Appearing to have been previously declared; 

1. The petitioner may request demarcation, 

2. And without furnishing legal labor. 

RIGHT OF APPEAL. 

Thirty days allowed concessionary of forfeited title to appeal to the 
Superior Civil Governor. 

Against the decision of the Superior Civil Governor, thirty days allowed 
to present cause to Council of Administration (Tribunal Local de lo Con- 
tencioso Administrativo, under Royal Decree of November 23, 1888, at 
this time) . 

Further appeal (within the period fixed by the Royal Decree of July 
4, 1861) to the Council of State. 

SUBSEQUENT PROCEEDINGS. 

After— 

(a) The cancellation of the concession, 

(b) The permission to investigate 

has become final, or the voiding of proceedings of registry has been 
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ordered^ the alcalde shall declare the lands open for new registry and 
announce it to the public. 

Where proceedings for registry result in cancellation, the petitioner 
shall have preference in demarcation and subsequent cession. 

Where cancellation, as above stated, becomes final, or the voiding of the 
proceedings of registry has been ordered, and the ground surrounding 
the same is found to be registered or granted up for investigation so there 
is not space enough for a complete claim, the original mine shall be 
treated with its former dimensions as again existing. (1) 

If the dimensions are not known, or the vacant ground is not sufficient 
to contain the same, the new petition shall be void and the space shall be 
overplus. 

Note L — See Note 4, Article 15 (Rule 8), for a regulation as to demarcation 
and registry in this class of cases. 

Note 2. — In order to more completely understand the provisions of Art. 89, 
Reg. (Note 5, Art. 65, R. D.), and the above Article 69, the following rules shall 
be considered : 

Rule L The proceedings for declaring expiration at the instance of a party 
must be commenced by the presentation of a petition for registry, subject to all 
the conditions and accompanied by all the requisites for those of its class, fixed 
by the Royal Decree and these Regulations. Tlie only difference in the petition 
shall consist in showing a prior concession of the lands proposed to be taken 
up exists; the name of which, and that of the concessionary, shall be expressed, 
if they are known, and that said concession should be declared expired accord- 
ing to the Royal Decree and Regulations on account of offenses wiiich must be 
clearly set forth, and that the petitioner prays that the former concession be 
declared expired and that the proceedings of registry be considered. When the 
expiration of a claim for investigation is petitioned for, a petition for permission 
to investigate must be presented, with all the conditions and formalities which 
the law requires, and set forth the information specified for registration in the 
preceding case. 

Rule 2. The expiration being ordered and carried into effect, the period for 
requesting demarcation shall commence to run from the date of the same, but 
if the declaration of expiration is not made and the prior concession is declared 
in force, the cancellation of the proceedings for registry or investigation shall 
at once be ordered. 

Rule 3. When registry, or the right to investigate only, is requested, without 
stating that a prior concession existed upon the location designated, and without 
asking, in consequence, a declaration of expiration, these circumstances shall not 
invalidate the petition nor prejudice the granting of the concession desired. 
When in any stage of the proceedings for registry or investigation the existence 
of a prior concession, not legally expired, becomes known, the determination of 
the pending proceedings shall be suspended until, as a continuation of the same, 
the proper proceedings for declaring the expiration be instituted and determined, 
and the original proceedings shall again resume their course, according to the 
stage in which they were suspended, as soon as the order of expiration becomes 
final, otherwise the original petition shall be canceled. 

Rule 4. If, through ignorance of the fact, and on account of not showing that a 
prior concession existed upon lands petitioned for, and the new petition shall fulfill 
all the formalities up to the granting of a right to register or investigate, after 
the period for presenting claims according to the Royal Decree and Art. 97, Reg., 
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shall have passed and no claim 'be presented, further recourse for annulment of 
the new proceedings, founded upon the failure to declare the former concession 
expired, shall not be admitted. For these cases and for all successive legal 
effects, the concession upon the lands of which another of whatsoever class may 
have been afterwards obtained shall be considered as expired. (Art. 90, Reg.) 

Article 70. 

Cancellation being declared, the person registering anew may make use 
of the machinery and buildings, etc., upon the claims by condemnatory 
proceedings under the general law. 

Article 71. 

Where abandonment is for a period of ten years (not registered or 
worked) all property — 

(a) Ground occupied, 

(b) Servitudes, and 

(c) Houses unserviceable for the original object, 
lib all revert to the owner of the landed property. 



CHAPTER X. 



MINING PLANTS. 



x^RTICLE 72. 

Every operator in fixed establishments shall — 

(a) Enjoy the rights^ 

( h ) Have the obligations, and 

(c) Be subject to the indemnities mentioned in Chapter VIII of 
this decree. (1) 
Provided the provisions of the same are applicable to the operations. 

Note 1. — All operators of mines in fixed establishments shall enjoy the rights 
and perform the obligations referred to in the above article of the Royal Decree, 
and in determination of the proceedings of this class relative to indemnities the 
legal steps shall be followed and the formalities shall be observed which ^re 
specified in Arts. 5 (Notes 2 and 3, Art. 5, R. D.), 7 (Note 8, Art. 5, R. D.), 17 
(Note 3, Art. 8, R. D.), 18 (Note 4, Art. 8, R. D.), and 29 (Note 4, Art. 20, 
R. D.) of the Regulations. (Art. 91, Reg.) 

Article 73. 

When the mine operator can not agree with the owner of the land upon 
which he proposes to establish his plant he shall appeal to the governor or 
alcalde in order that after the institution of proceedings for condemna- 
tion the governor or alcalde may declare whether or not the matter is one 
of public utility. 

From the decision of the alcalde the owners of the ground or plant may 
appeal to the Superior Civil Governor, whose decision shall be final. 

Article 74. 

The erection of high ovens, Catalan forges, or any other part of the 
plant requiring combustibles or waterfall for power, requires the author- 
ization of the Superior Civil Governor. 

PROCEEDINGS. 

(a) Application to the governor or alcalde, 

(b) Audience of the interested parties, 

(c) Eeport of mining engineer, 

(d) Keport of engineer or superintendent of forests, and 

(e) The Council of Administration. 

61 
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Limitation of six months to the governor or alcalde for examination 
and formation of proceedings and remission to the Superior Civil Gov- 
ernor. (See Note 1, Art. 36.) 

Article 75. 

Everything relative to mining plants not determined in this chapter 
shall be governed by the common law applicable to other industrial estab- 
lishments (including sanitation and police). 



CHAPTER XI. 



CONTRIBUTIONS FROM MINING INDUSTRIES* 



Article 76. 

1. Claims of the dimensions fixed in the first sentence of Article 

13^ an annual tax of 40 escudos; 

2. Claims in the second sentence, 20 escudos ; 

3. Dross and earth heaps, 50 escudos per 40,000 superficial meters; 

4. Incomplete claims and overpluses in equal ratio ; 

5. Ancient claims (granted prior to May 14, 1867) of less area 

subject to like conditions; 

6. Permissions for investigation, 20 escudos annually; 

7. General galleries in preparation of the mining claims reserved 

in the concession from the date of registry. (See Art. 42.) 

All contributions to run from date of demarcation and the granting of 
the permission to investigate. 

Note 1. — (Applies also to Article 77.) When proceedings for mining rights 
arrive at the stage when liability to the annual tax commences, in conformity 
with the articles above referred to, the governors and alcaldes must, under their 
official obligation, send the proper notices to the proper office of the public 
treasury in order that the collection of the amount fixed in each case may be 
made. 

It shall be set forth in the proceedings that this formality has been complied 
with and the memorandum of the same shall be authenticated by the O. K. of 
the governor or alcalde and the full signature of the secretary, if there be one. 

The same shall be done for opposite reasons when the cancellation of a conces- 
sion is ordered. (Art. 92, Reg.) 

Note 2. — It is the duty of the Intendencia-General of the public Treasury to 
draft the proper plans for the collection of the fixed contribution of 3 per cent 
imposed by the Royal Decree upon mining properties and concessions. (Art. 
93, Reg.) 

Note 3. — On October 31, 1894, Governor-General Blanco issued a decree regu- 
lating taxes of all kinds under this section and providing regulations for collec- 
tion, reports, and remittances. It also provides for the 3 per cent tax, export 
and import duties, and exemptions, and is a model of clearness and completeness. 
(Appendix C, p. 116.) 

Note 4. — See Note 8, Article 1, for tax on surface of State lands used in 
mining. 

Article 77. 

All properties granted previous to this decree — 
(a) Shall enjoy the benefits, and 

(6) Be applicable to the provisions provided in the previous 
article, 
with reductions in accordance with the area. 
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The contribution shall extend to proceedings in course of determina- 
tion from the day upon which this provision becomes obligatory. 

iVRTICLE 78. 

Mining claims for iron and combustible minerals exempt from annual 
contribution for thirty years from publication of this decree. 

Note 1. — By Royal Decree of November 21, 1895, exemption was extended for 
the further period of twenty years, or until 1917. (Appendix B, p. 95.) 

Article 79. 

xlll minerals and metals extracted from the islands exempt from export 
duties (subject to subsequent tariff laws). 

Coal imported for metallurgical purposes, exempt from import duties. 
Duties upon other foreign mineral products fixed by tariff laws. 

Article 80. 

Annual tax on total production of 3 per cent without deductions of 
any kind. 

Except substances mentioned in Article 1, exempt from this tax for 
thirty years. 

Note 1. — See Notes 1 and 2, Article 76, for the duties of governors and alcaldes 
in giving notification of properties liable to this tax, and for the duty of the 
Intendencia-General of the Treasury as to the promulgation of steps for the col- 
lection of the same. 

Note 2. — By Royal Decree of November 21, 1895, the exemption above provided 
was further extended tw^enty years, or until 1917. (Appendix B, p. 95.) 

Note 3. — See Note 3, Article 76, for the latest enactment of the 3 per cent tax. 

Article 81. 

Mining and its industries can not be surcharged with any contribution 
or tax outside of those expressed in the decree. 

No fee to be exacted for shipment of minerals within the island, or 
transportation in the coasting trade; subject to confiscation if not accom- 
panied, when transported, by a permit accrediting whence they came. 



CHAPTER XIL 



AUTHORITY AND JURISDICTION OVER THE MINING INDUSTRY* 



iVRTICLE 82. 



Proceedings for denouncement for the purpose of obtaining concessions 
are purely administrative; the decision of the Superior Civil Governor of 
the islands shall be final. 

Article 83. 
The Superior Civil Governor — 

(a) When he deems it proper, and 

{})) Always when there is opposition to the proceedings for con- 
cession of ownership, 
shall hear the Council of Administration in banc, or in its Section of 
"Gobernacion y Fomento.^^ In case there shall arise contentions concern- 
ing the business in hand the said section only shall take cognizance of the 
same. 

Article 84. 

In all matters decided by governors or alcaldes concerning mines the 
party aggrieved may present the matter administratively to the authority 
immediately superior, w^hich authority shall take cognizance of the matter 
with the accompanying reports. 

Note 1. — In administrative appeals to the Superior Civil Governor, against the 
final action of the governor or alcalde in cases referred to in Articles 68 and 84 
of the Royal Decree, the appeal or proposition shall be interposed within a period 
of thirty days. 

The periods for appealing from the decisions of the Council of Administration 
to the Council of State in proceedings for cancellation, mentioned in Articles 64 
and 84, second paragraph of the Royal Deciee, shall be identical with those pre- 
scribed in the Royal Decree of the 4th of July, 1861, concerning ultramarine 
administration proceedings or those which may in the future.be prescribed. (Art. 
94, Reg.) 

x^RTICLE 85. 

Administrative appeals to Council of Administration (see explanatory 
reference to Art. 69, E. D., the Tribunal of Civil Administration being 
the authority in place of the Council of Administration, November 23, 
1888) from final decision of the Superior Civil Governor shall lie — 

1. Against decisions confirming or refusing permission, or refusal 
for investigation ; 
M L 5 65 
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2. Against decisions granting or refusing authority to open tun- 

nels or general galleries ; 

3. Against decisions granting or refusing ownership in mines, 

dross and earth heaps, and general galleries ; 

4. Against decisions declaring expiration according to Article 69. 
Note 1. — In addition to the cases in which, according to this article, appeal 

to the Council of Administration is granted against final decisions rendered by 
the Superior Civil Governor determining matters, the said appeal shall also be 
allowed according to Articles 25 and 26, Regulations of the 27th of July, 1853, 
for the execution of the law of condemnation of private property on grounds of 
public utility in questions which arise from noncompliance of interested parties 
with the appraisements of indemnities treated of in Arts. 5, 11, 44, and 72, R. D., 
and Arts. 5 (Notes 2 and 3, Art. 5, R. D.), 7 (Note 8, Art. 5, R. D.), 17 (Note 
3, Art. 8, R. D.), 18 (Note 4, Art. 8, R. D.), 29 (Note 4, Art. 20, R. D.), 51 
(Note 1, Art. 29, R. D.), 67 (Note 3, Art. 41, R. D.), 70 (Note 3, Art. 44, R. D.), 
and 91 (Note 1, Art. 72, R. D.) of these Regulations. (Art. 95, Reg.) 

Note 2. — Claims, as well gubernative as administrative, made by interested 
parties in regard to indemnities shall not interrupt the work nor the formalities 
in the course of the respective proceedings, to which end the provision of Article 
7 (Note 8, Art. 5, R. D.) of the Regulations shall be complied with. (Art. 96, 
Reg.) 

Note 3. — No further appeals than those interposed in accordance with the 
Royal Decree and these Regulations shall be admitted before the Council of 
Administration as to administrative proceedings: 

1. By interested parties to whom the right to investigate or develop mines in 
the four cases designated by the above article of the Royal Decree has been 
granted or denied. 

2. By interested parties who, in the like four cases, may have presented their 
opposition to the governor or alcalde within the proper time. 

3. By those who may have protested in the act of demarcation against this 
operation and its consequences. 

4. By concessionaries ignorant of the rights which pertained to them, upon 
w^hose land a new concession may have been granted. 

5. By interested parties who may not have agreed with the appraisement of 
indemnity referred to in Article 95 (Note 1, Art. 85, R. D.) of these Regulations. 

6. By concessionaries who may resist particular conditions or who present 
questions concerning the proper understanding of and compliance with the terms 
of the concession, provided these questions have already been passed upon 
gubernatively. 

The period for instituting these appeals fixed by Art. 87, R. D. (see note to 
said article), according to the cases, shall be counted from the date of the notice 
or the publication of the decision of the Superior Civil Governor in the official 
periodical or list of announcements of the capital of the province, until the day 
upon which the same is presented in the office of the secretary of the Council of 
Administration. 

After the periods indicated, and all others within which the Royal Decree and 
these Regulations grant the privilege of presenting claims or the administrative 
appeal, shall have passed the orders and decisions shall become ripe for execution. 

In case of appeal by third parties from grant of concessions for the validity of 
proceedings in respect to concessionaries, it shall be necessary to notify the con- 
cessionaries, but not require them to appear. It shall be understood that they 
renounce their right to be heard if within the time specified they do not appear 
in the proceedings. 
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When complainants are the interested parties to whom, after laying out the 
same, the concession was not granted, for the validity of proceedings in respect 
to third parties presenting opposition, it shall likewise be necessary to notify 
the latter, but not require their appearance, and it shall be understood that they 
renounce their right to be heard in the same manner as concessionaries. 

Both classes of appellants in the appeals just mentioned shall, upon appearing 
in the proceedings, have no other character than that of coadjutants of the 
administration. (Art. 97, Keg.) 

Article 86. 

These administrative appeals may be instituted — 

(a) By those interested in the decision against which the remedy 
lies; 

(h) By any others who in proper time have filed their opposition 
with the governors or alcaldes for attachment to the pro- 
ceedingS;, according to Articles 36 and 46. 

Note 1. — See Note 1, Art. 84, R. D., for administrative appeals to the Superior 
Civil Governor from the decision of the governors or alcaldes. 

Article 87. 

Limitation of time for appeals under preceding articles fixed by Regu- 
lations concerning proceedings in administrative affairs of July -!, 
1861. (1) 

Note 1. — The Royal Decree of November 23, 1888, now in force — ^Vol. I, pp. 
483-485, Diccionario de la Administracion de Filipinas. 

Note 2. — The periods for appealing from the decisions of the Council of 
Administration to the Council of State in proceedings for cancellation, mentioned 
in Article 69, and second paragraph of Art. 84, R. D., shall be identical with those 
prescribed in the Royal Decree of July 4 concerning ultramarine administration 
proceedings or those which in the future may be prescribed (under the last 
clause the law mentioned in Note 1, antea, is in force). (Art. 94, Reg.) 

Article 88. 

Parties instituting proceedings for denouncement of mines shall have 
a power of attorney at the capital of the respective jurisdictions. 
In default of — 

(a) The presence of an interested principal^ or 

(h) Of his power of attorney, 

1. Publication of the order in the official periodical, or, 

2. If there be none, posting of notices in customary places, which 

shall have the same legal effect as personal notification. 

Article 89. 

general JURISDICTION OF THE COUNCIL OF ADMINISTRATION. 

The Council of Administration (at present the tribunal established by 
Royal Decree of November 23, 1888 ; see Art. 69, R. D., antea) shall take 
cognizance, administratively, of questions arising between the Adminis- 



68 ABSTRACT OF MINING LAWS. 

tration and concessionaries concerning the proper understanding of a 
compliance with the conditions established in the concession. 

Article 90. 

jurisdiction of ordinary tribunals. 

Ordinary tribunals shall take cognizance of all questions which^ as to 
mines, dross and earth heaps, tunnels or galleries, and mining plants, 
may arise between parties concerning ownership, shares, and debts, and 
ordinary offenses committed in said establishments and their depend- 
encies. 

Provided, however, the proceedings of these tribunals shall not hinder 
the administrative formalities for denouncement or continuance of the 
work. 

ATTACHMENT PROCEEDINGS. 

In actions for debt attachment proceedings may be applied to the prod- 
ucts of a mine and may be extended to an execution and sale of the estab- 
lishments themselves. 

EXEMPTIONS AND EXECUTIONS. 

Judicial proceedings, including execution and sale, shall not work 
prejudice to — 

(a) The labor, 
( & ) The timbering, 
(c) The draning, 
{d) The ventilation, or 
{e) The ventilation of the adjacent mine. 
Upon the governor or alcalde is placed the burden of exercising vigi- 
lance over the above-specified exemptions. 

Note I. — In order to comply with the provisions of this article, it shall be 
understood that the cognizance which the ordinary tribunals may exercise of all 
questions concerning mines, earth and dross heaps, tunnels, galleries, and mining 
plants, raised between parties as to ownership, must be exercised only in case the 
State has granted the proper concessions giving that ownership which the Royal 
Decree recognizes in the substances indicated in Article 1, but if the questions 
refer to better right of ownership not yet granted by the Administration, the 
tribunals, by tlieir decisions, shall not confer other rights than those which at the 
proper time the Administration might confer. 

Contentions among the parties themselves concerning participation in the 
expenses of exploitation and its products and debts incurred, in the same, or for 
any other cause, shall always be within the jurisdiction of the tribunals; but this 
cognizance, in the present case, as well as in that indicated in the last part of the 
preceding paragraph, shall not affect or delay the administrative action sub- 
stantiating and terminating, in the proper form and manner, the proceedings for 
the denouncement of claims, nor the work in the mines, the origin of said con- 
tentions. 

The administrative concession of one or more claims, dross heaps, rights to 
investigate, galleries, mining plants, and any other class of mining work, can 
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never be an obstacle to the due compliance with the final judgment of the tri- 
bunals as to the ownership and participation as aforesaid. 

Questions arising concerning superpositions and rectifications of the limits 
of mining claims or works, on the surface as well as in the interior of mines, 
shall be within the exclusive jurisdiction of the Administration, but it shall be 
the duty of the ordinary tribunals to take cognizance of complaints for the 
unlawful extraction of mineral and for damages in the mines or concessions 
already granted by the State and the objects of ownership and rights of indi- 
viduals or companies. (Art. 98, Reg.; see also Note 1. Art. 91, R. D.) 

Article 91. 

revenue jurisdiction. 

Defraudation on the payment of taxes on mines and the transportation 
of minerals and metals without the proper permit shall ])e cognizable in 
the tribunals having jurisdiction over cases of fraud against the public 
revenue. 

Note 1. — According to this article, and in conformity with its provisions, the 
tribunals competent to take cognizance of cases of fraud against the public 
revenue shall be equally competent to take cognizance of cases which may arise 
and be prosecuted on account of the development, profit, and alienation of min- 
erals, if the acts take place before the legal concession of the respective claims 
has been obtained or without the previous permission mentioned in the second 
sentence of Art. 58, R. D., which provides that w^here mines have been laid out 
without opposition the governor or alcalde may authorize the sale of the mineral 
before the miner has obtained the title of ownership to the claims, reporting his 
action to the Superior Civil Governor and declaring the interested party subject 
to the provisions of taxation as contained in Articles 81 to 84, both inclusive, of 
the Royal Decree. (Art. 98, Reg.) 



CHAPTER XHL 



MINING ENGINEERS- 



Article 92. 

The Corps of Mining Engineers shall perform the duties — 
(a) Such as have been previously performed by them ; 
(&) The scientific duties of their profession; 
(c) The powers and rites conceded by this decree and the Kegula- 
tions. 

ASSISTANT ENGINEERS. 

The number of professional assistants shall be in accordance with the 
necessities from time to time^ and their authority shall be limited to aid 
of the Corps of Mining Engineers. The Kegulations shall determine the 
organization of the Corps. 

The Superior Civil Governor shall distribute the engineers according 
to the necessities^ and under the conditions determined by the Eegula- 
tions. 

DUTIES OF ENGINEERS. 

The duties of engineers are — 

(a) To collect statistics of the denouncements in which they may 

intervene ; 
(h) To make an annual report of the mining industry; a copy of 
both shall be remitted to the Supreme Government. 

Note 1. — The Corps of Mining Engineers shall be the only experts for all legal 
effects in actions brought before ordinary tribunals. (Art. 09, Reg.) 

Note 2. — Mining engineers and their assistants in service in the archipelago 
shall conform to the Organic Regulations of February 1, 1865, and shall comply 
with the provisions of the same and such as may be adopted in the future for 
the purpose of performing their duties, and shall v^dth the greatest zeal and dili- 
gence, according to the order and in the form and manner specified in said Reg- 
ulations, discharge the duties and obligations which in said Regulations are in- 
trusted to them and set forth in the Royal Decree and the present Regulations 
thereunder. (Art. 100, Reg.) 

Note 3. — Mining statistics shall be compiled in the future each year, conform- 
ing to Models 7, 8, and 9. (Art. 101, Reg.) 

The Chief Engineer shall compile Reports Nos. 7 and 8, and governors or 
alcaldes, No. 9, and both the former and the latter must be remitted through 
the Superior Civil Governor to the Office of the Director-General of Agriculture, 
Industry, and Commerce, for each year, within the first four months of the year 
following. 
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Governors and alcaldes shall remit to the Chief Engineer all data necessary 
for the compilation of his reports, and shall likewise lend him all the coopera- 
tion and aid which may be conducive to the best conduct of this service. 

Governors and alcaldes shall be immediately responsible for any errors or 
omissions wliich may be committed within their respective jurisdictions, as well 
in relation to the compilation and remittance of their reports as in failure to 
lend due aid to the Engineer in Chief in the compilation of his reports. (Art. 

102, Reg.) 

At the time of remitting the statistics required by Models 7 and 8, the Chief 
Engineer shall also remit an annual report concerning the state of the mining 
industry, as specified in Case 6, Article 19, of Regulations of the Corps. (Art. 

103, Reg.) 

Engineers who may be employed outside the capitals of the islands must com- 
pile statistical r^sum^s of the provinces wherein they serve, and remit them 
to the Chief Engineer, who, through the Superior Civil Governor, shall transmit 
them to the Office of the Director-General of Agriculture, Industry, and Com- 
merce, and accompanying them by his own report and such memorandum as he 
may deem pertinent. (Art. 104, Reg.) 

Note 4. — In the reduction of varas to meters, the surface of mining claims 
shall be considered as containing the following: 

60,000 square, varas = 41,924.31 square meters 
20,000 square varas = 13,974.77 square meters 
180,000 square varas = 125,772.93 square meters 
which shall be taken as the approximate equivalents, and their multiples of two, 
thi'ee, four, or more claims. There must be shown on the face of the r^sum^ (pro- 
vided for in Note 3, Art. 92, R. D.) the partial sums of these, and other columns 
set forth in the same, and in the last page the total sums must appear. (Art. 
105, Reg.) 

Note 5. — In order to avoid the anomaly of including among the productive 
mines some which are denominated nonproductive, it shall be understood in the 
future that if the latter mines never did produce they shall not be listed with the 
productive mines, and if, although formerly they were productive, in the year to 
which the statistics refer they gave no production, they must be included among 
the number of productive mines, a memorandum being entered of the cause of 
their nonproductiveness during the year. 

When the increase or diminution of any mine or mines, or that of the gener- 
ality of those in the province, is notable, the cause of the same shall be expressed. 

In order that the total number of operatives employed in the mining industry 
may be shown, in addition to expressing the number of those who work upon 
the plants of productive mines, there shall be expressed, by memorandum, the 
number of those employed upon nonproductive mines, registered properties or 
claims in investigation, although it may be by careful estimate, and likewise in 
the report a memorandum shall be made of the personnel occupied in the trans- 
portation of materials. 

In the part relating to raining work shall be shown by memorandum all classes 
of furnaces and apparatus which are not comprehended in the columns of the 
models. 

In separate report shall be remitted the average cost price of the minerals at 
the mouth of the mine, and of the metal at the foot of the factory, respectively, 
and taking this as a basis, the values created in the mining and metallurgical 
industries, separately, shall be deduced with reference to each class of ore or 
metal obtained. (Art. 106, Reg.) 

Note 6. — For the purpose of service of the Engineer Corps, the archipelago 
shall be considered as a single mining district, divided into three departments, 
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to wit: (1) Luzon and adjacent islands, (2) Visayas, and (3) Mindanao, whose 
respective capitals are Manila, Cebii, and Zamboanga. Each department shall 
comprehend the same provinces or districts as at the present are considered as 
subordinate to these three governments. 

Each department shall have a mining engineer, who shall perform his duties 
in conformity with the Royal Decree and these Regulations. 

The engineer of highest rank shall reside in Manila, and, in addition to the 
duties of Chief of the Corps, shall discharge those pertaining to the department. 

To aid the engineers in field operations and office work, there shall be as many 
professional assistants as the service may demand, and until further orders the 
Chief Engineer resident in Manila shall take general charge of the service of the 
three departments. (Art. 107, Reg.) 

Note 7. — By Royal Decree (no date) of 1896, complaint was made that no 
reports had been made on mining since 1891, and by circular of the Director-Gen- 
eral of Civil Administration of December 31, 1897, the chiefs of provinces were 
required to submit reports at once covering previous years, etc. (Appendix B, 
p. 94.) 

Note 8. — As to special legislation touching coal mines and the employment of 
engineers and superintendents, see Note 7, Article 1, of the Royal Decree. 

Note 9. — Royal Order of November 12, 1895, directing full mining reports 
immediately from inspector of mines and periodical reports thereafter. (Appen- 
dix C, p. 120.) 

Note 10. — Circular of the Director-General of Civil Administration of June 
13, 1887, giving instructions as to making up mining reports. (Appendix C, 
p. 122.) 

General Provisions. 

1. Vigilance and inspection necessary to compliance with this decree, 
and with the Kegulations, through the engineers, is rendered obligatory 
over all mines and mining establishments on behalf of the Government of 
the islands. (1) 

2. The Regulations shall determine (a) the form and manner in which 
inspections shall be exercised, and (b) whether the opening and develop- 
ment of the mines demand the direction of an engineer or professional 
aid, who may serve as such professional or expert and who shall be 
excepted from other obligations. 

3. Concessions and authorizations under the Organic Royal Decree of 
1825, with later explanations, shall remain in statu quo as long as they 
strictly comply with the conditions under which they were issued, and 
they may also enjoy all the advantages offered by this decree, provided it 
be without prejudice to a third party. 

4:. All periods of time fixed in the present decree shall commence to run 
from the day following the administrative notification of the same, or — 
Xotice published in the official periodicals, or, 
In default of periodicals, the posting of notices in the customary 

places, or 
The insertion in the same of the decisions of the authorities accord- 
ing to the terms of the Regulations. 
Note 1. — See Note 2, Art. 31, R. D., relating to demarcations. 
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Note 2. — All periods fixed in these Regulations, as well as 'those established 
by the Royal Decree, shall commence to run from the day following that upon 
which the administrative notice is served, when the interested parties or tlieir 
representatives reside in the respective capital of the province. 

In default of such residence, notices shall be served through j^ublication in the 
list of announcements or ofiicial periodicals, and the order or decision or the j^art 
of the same giving rise to said notificaton shall be inserted, and the period shall 
commence to run from the day following that upon which this is done. (Par. 1, 
G. P. Reg.) 

Administrative notifications referred to in the foregoing paragraph may be 
served by any employee or agent of the authority to whom the same is intrusted 
by the governors or alcaldes. It shall be shown in said notifications that there 
was delivered to the interested party a cop}' of the decree, order, warning, or 
decision which the notice renders legal, and the person serving the same, the 
person notified, or two witnesses, if he does not know how to write or refuses to 
sign, shall sign the return. (Par. 2, G. P. Reg.) 

All services sliall be gratuitous in the issuance of proceedings for the denounce- 
ment of mines, and there shall be exacted from paities only such amounts as are 
designated in these Regulations and for the objects expressed therein. 

The daily salaries due the engineers and their assistants in the practice of 
their official duties, referred to in Art. 63, R. D., and Arts. 76 (Note 4, Art. 
49, R. D.) and 89 (Note 5, Art. 65, R. D.) of the Regulations, shall be 
paid from the general budget of the islands when concessionaries or persons 
registering claims shall have complied with the provisions of the Royal Decree 
and the Regulations upon abandoning their mining claims. Otlierwise the 
respective interested parties, in addition to paying tlie fines which may have been 
imposed, shall pay the same. In cases of insolvency, the payment shall be made 
out of the generar funds, but the right is reserved for all time of collecting the 
same from the debtors and reimbursing the amounts paid. (Par. 3, G. P. Reg.) 

Note 3. — In gubernative proceedings all writings of the interested parties 
must be extended upon sealed paper corresponding to the provisions in force as 
to that matter. Orders, reports, and other administrative documents which can 
not be extended upon the original writings shall be entered either upon official 
stamped paper or upon that used by the authorities or employees who intervene 
in the examination and formalities of the proceedings. (Par. 4, G. P. Reg.) 

Note 4. — Governors and alcaldes, only when they deem it proper, may grant 
certified copies of the proceedings to parties who request the same. Said copies 
shall be vised by tlie officials referred to, and sent out by the secretaries or their 
deputies. All practices to the contrary, whether by secretaries or mining 
engineers, are prohibited under the strictest liability. (Par. 5, G. P. Reg.) 

Note 5. — At no time and under no circumstances shall the original proceedings 
be delivered to the parties, but by order of the governors or alcaldes they may 
examine the same in the offices of said officials, when proper, in order that they 
may make themselves acquainted with their contents and make such notes as 
they deem necessary, if they so request. The original record of the proceedings 
shall be remitted only to the Council of Administration when they have to be 
investigated gubernatively, or when administiative cognizance is to be taken of 
the same, and also to the engineers for the practice of professional operations and 
for the purpose of being informed concerning expert points which may be witliiu 
their jurisdiction. (Par. 6, G. P. Reg.) 

Note 6. — in order to comply with the provisions of Art. 46, Reg. (Note 3, Art. 
22, R. D. ) , as soon as the Superior Civil Governor returns the record of pro- 
ceedings to the governors or alcaldes for the purpose of correcting defects or 
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making good errors or omissions which may have occurred, the new memoran- 
dums entered shall be placed in continuation of the said record, in their order as 
to dates. If amendments be necessary in any writing or ground plan, the same 
shall be certified upon making it. When it is ordered that a new writing or 
ground plan be presented in place of the old, the matter of the original record 
shall be taken as a basis and the changes entered in the new, unless the new 
points be attached to the record, leaving it as before, and said new points shall be 
attached to the folio where the entries and formalities end at the time of draft- 
ing them. (Par. 7, G. P. Keg.) 

Note 7. — Governors and alcaldes shall see that former annulled or expired 
records shall accompany new ones, if there be such, relating to the grounds at 
issue. (Par. 8, G. P. Reg.) 

Note 8. — Interested parties shall not hinder or obstruct in any case the visits 
or examinations of engineers when the latter deem it proper to comply with the 
provisions of Arts. 21 (Note 5, Art. 13, R. D.) and 68 (Note 2, Art. 42, R. D.) 
of these Regulations for the purpose of furnishing to the Government the means 
of vigilance which it must exercise over all works and mining establishments. 
(Par. 9, G. P. Reg.) 

Note 9. — The advantages hereafter to be enjoyed by mining concessions here- 
tofore granted, or which may be granted in the future upon pending proceedings, 
framed pursuant to the Regulations governing mines, of the 29th of January, 
1846, shall be those of extending their claims already laid out, if there be vacant 
lands, until they cover the surface designated in Arts. 13 and 14, R. D. This 
right shall give no preference in any case over the petition of any other interested 
party, whether for investigation or for registry, which may be first presented, 
and which solicits all or part of the land necessary to increase the surface of the 
mine granted, in accordance with said Regulations. 

Petitions presented in the future for the purpose of increasing claims laid out 
under the Regulations of 1846 can request only, if there be land vacant, the 
superficial extension set forth in Arts. 13 and 14, R. D. 

Proceedings seeking greater dimensions for a granted claim or claims treated 
of shall be called "Proceedings for the widening of mining claims." Those which 
have for their object the adding of one or more claims to those already granted 
shall be denominated "Proceedings for the increase of claims." (Par. 10, 
G. P. Reg.) 

Claims presented to the Superior Civil Governor against the orders or 
decisions of governors or alcaldes shall be remitted through the latter, and 
direct recourse to the Superior Civil Governor can be had when said authorities 
do not give course to the said claims. (Par. 11, G. P. Reg.) 

A duly authenticated receipt shall be given for every writing, petition, or 
notice the failure to present which might prejudice any of the interested parties. 
(Par. 12, G. P. Reg.) 

Note 10. — No rights shall be ^acquired in the mining industry if there be 
failure in the strict observance of and punctual compliance with the Royal 
Decree and these Regulations. Periods of time shall not be extended, and once 
passed shall be fatal, and errors of the administration shall not work injury to 
interested parties, provided within the period of sixty days counting from the 
expiration of the said periods they file claim against the carelessness, negligence 
in dispatch, or failure of compliance with the Royal Decree and these Regula- 
tions. If they fail to file claim within the said period, it shall be understood that 
they desist from their intentions and abandon the prosecution of the proceedings 
of denouncement, which shall be considered as canceled for all after effects, and the 
administration shall so declare as soon as the state of affairs becomes known, 
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and shall publish the same in the official periodical or list of announcements of 
the capital of the province. 

This declaration, when it is proper, shall also be made at the instance of any 
other interested party, provided the request is made through means of a petition 
for investigation or for registry, in the manner prescribed in Par. 3, Art. 86 
(Note 3, Art. 65, R. D.), of these Regulations. 

The Superior Civil Governor only can absolve defects which cause the cancella- 
tion of proceedings for denouncement of mines in view of a report from the 
respective section of the Council of Administration, and when the same will not 
cause injury to a third party. 

Temporary Provisions. 

1. Individuals or companies who have obtained the ownership of min- 
ing claims according to former laws may add a larger number of contig- 
uous claims upon vacant ground by proceedings provided in Article 16. 

2. Proceedings for denouncement pending at the time of the publica- 
tion of this decree shall be determined by the formalities established in 
the same^ unless the interested parties declare in writing to their 
respective governor or alcalde that they prefer the former mode of pro- 
cedure, and within sixty days of the publication of this decree. (1) 

Final Provision. 

All general provisions as to the mining industry existing prior to the 
publication of this decree are hereby revoked. (2) The Superior Civil 
Governor shall recommend to the Government regulations for its execu- 
tion. 

Note 1. — This decree was published in the Manila Gazette on the 6th day of 
May, 1368. 

Note 2. — Date of this decree. May 14, 1867, and under the administration of 
Alejandro Castro, Royal Minister to the Colonies. 
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Model No. 1. 



PETITION EOR DEVELOPMENT AND WORKING SUBSTANCES OF AN EARTHY 

NATURE. 

D. N.^ a resident of , and an inhabitant of this provincial cap- 
ital^ No. — , street^ of profession of , of years of age, 

represents to your excellency: 

That within the limits of the pueblo of , at a place called 

, there is a piece of ground belonging to D. N., a resident of 

, which is bounded (here give the boundaries on all sides^ with the 

best possible description) ; the petitioner desires to use 20,000 square 

meters of this land, commencing with the point , and in the form 

of a square, or as may seem best to the engineer, at the proper time, for 
the manufacture of (chinaware, porcelain, fire brick, etc.), giving to said 

works the name of ; but the said owner refuses his consent in 

spite of being offered the indemnity and guaranties proper in respect to 
his right of ownership. To this end the undersigned — 

Prays your excellency that, accepting this petition and the amount of 
75 escudos which at the same time he deposits, will be pleased to order 
the proper proceeding in the form prescribed in accordance with the 
Eoyal Decree and the Eegulations of mines, to the end that the Superior 
Civil Governor may grant to him the proper authorization for. the devel- 
opment and working indicated. 

God guard, etc. 

[Date and signature.] 



Model No. 2. 

PETITION for registry. 



D. N., a resident of this provincial capital, and living at No. — ^ 
street, of the profession of , and aged years, to your 



excellency represents: 

That upon land of the State (or of the pueblo of ), at a place 

called , bounded (give boundaries on all sides, with close descrip- 
tion), he desires to acquire two mining claims with the title of , of 

mineral, found uncovered upon a prospect (if the mineral is not 

uncovered, this circumstance may be omitted, and in place of the same 
say), of mineral which I propose to uncover within the legal period (if 
the land is of private ownership, give the name of the owner, and also 
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whether the land is such, as according to the Royal Decree the permis- 
sion of the owner must be obtained to work the same. In the same man- 
ner shall be set forth whether or not the land has been prospected, and, 
if it has been prospected, whether or not the permission of the owner 
was obtained, and remitting the document proving such permission) ; 
the description of the land to be registered is verified as follows : As a 
point of departure take (specify it, showing as far as possible its direc- 
tion and distance from any other undoubted and fixed point), thence in 

direction, meters (and thus successively until a rectangle 

is formed of the claim or claims petitioned for). 

Therefore prays your excellency that, accepting this petition and the 
amount of 75 escudos which at the same time he deposits, you will 
please to order the prosecution of the proceedings proper to the end that, 
at the proper time, a title of ownership may be issued to the undersigned 
by the Superior Civil Governor. 

(xod guard, etc. 

[Date and signature.] 
Note. — Petitions for investigation shall be adjusted to this model with the 
necessary variations. 



Model No. 3. 
Xo. . Folio, . 

D. X., a resident of , by profession , and years of 

age, living at No. — , street, has presented at o'clock on the 

morning (or evening) of the day of the month of , year of 

, a petition for the registry of claims of the mine , 

of .mineral, situated in (here give the boundaries, the 

circumstances contained in the petition in regard to location, class of 
land, name of the owner of the land, whether or not it has been pros- 
pected, etc.). 

This petition bears date on the day of , . 

The description made is as follows: (Here copy the description.) 

The amount of 75 escudos have been deposited at the same time (or 
the amount appraised, if a collection of mines is treated of). 



Secretary, 



[Signature of interested party.] 



(In continuation shall be entered the principal acts (diligencias) in 
carrying on the proceedings.) 

Note — When, instead of being for registry of a mine or registry of an overplus, 
the petition is for dross heaps, or any other class of petitions comprehended in the 
registry book, it shall be so specifically and clearly expressed. 

When the petition is presented by an attorney or a company, the presentation 
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of the instrument granting said power of attorney or organizing said company 
shall be noted. 

In tne book for recording claims for investigation the same entries shall be 
made in the same order with the proper variations. 

BOOK OF REGISTKY. 

N'o. . Folio . 



Government of the Province of , D. N.^ Secretary: 

I hereby certify that D., a resident of , has presented at 

• o^clock on the morning (or evening) of the day of , 

, a petition for registry, dated on the day of ;, , 

for a mining claim of mineral, situated within the limits of 

(here give the boundaries), and described in the following form: 

■ . The amount of has been deposited at the proper 

time. 

And in order that it may appear and serve as a receipt to the said D.. 

I issue the present certified copy with the "0. K.^^ of the , on the 

day of , , at , of . 

[Signature.] 

"0. K." 



Note. — In issuing certified copies different cases must be taken into account, in 
accordance with the notes above. 



Model Xo. 4. 

Department of 

Province of Mines. Year of 

Proceedings^ for 

?s'umber 

For^ of named 



Within the limits of the pueblo of 

Interested party, Kesidence, 

Don ; 

Eepresentative, Eesidence, 

Don 

Number of claims 

Eemitted to the Superior Civil Governor on the day of , 



^Investigation, registry, widening, increase of claims, overpluses, concentration 
of laborers, or reduction of personnel. 

^ Earth heap, dross heap, collection of mi^es, etc. 
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Model No. 5. 
title of ownership. 

D. N. (here give his titles, official), and Superior Civil Governor of 
the Philippine Islands. 

Whereas I have seen fit to grant to , a concession for ^ 

within the limits of , Province of , and decided on the 

day of , , to issue the present title of ownership in the name 

of H. M. (w. G. g.), in conformity with the thirty-seventh article of the 
Eoyal Decree of the 14th of May, 1867, concerning the government of the 

mining industry in these islands, for claims, containing 

square meters of surface, in the form shown in the attached ground plan 

made by Engineer Don , and dated on the day of , 

y at , of , with the obligation of complying 



with the following general conditions: 

1. To develop and work , according to the rules of the art, and 

submitting himself and his laborers to the police regulations set forth in 
the Regulations. 

2. To respond for all damages which a third party may suffer on 
account of said development and work. 

3. To indemnify also his neighbors for injuries which water accumu- 
lated in his works may occasion them, if he, being warned, does not drain 
said water within the period fixed. 

4. To contribute in proportion to the benefit he receives to the drainage 
of adjacent mines and to galleries for drainage and transportation, when 
by authorization of the Superior Governor the same are opened through a 
group of mines or through the entire mining district in which said mine 
is located. 

5. To commence work as soon as he takes possession of this concession, 
unless prevented by ^^force majeure.^^ 

6. To have occupied and active with four laborers for each 

claim during the half of each year. 

7. To timber the mine within the time fixed, when, on account of bad 
management of the workmen, it may be about to fall, unless prevented by 
^^force majeure.^^ * 

8. To place no difficulty or impossibility in the way of the later devel- 
opment of the mineral by avaricious exploitation. 

9. Not to suspend the work on the mine with the intention of abandon- 
ing it without previously notifying the governor or alcalde, and to leave 
the timbering in good condition. 

10. To pay on account of and its products the contributions 

established by the Royal Decree. 

11. To fulfill, in fact, all provisions contained in the Royal Decree and 
Regulations in regard to concessions such as the present. 

[Here leave a space of 2 inches for special conditions, if any.] 



APPENDIX A. 83 

Therefore^ by virtue of this title I grant to the said the 

ownership of y for an unlimited period, as long as he complies with 

the foregoing conditions, in order that he may make his exploitation, 
secure the products, and freely dispose of the same; and he may alienate 
said property according to his will and subject to the laws, and enjoy at 
the same time all rights and benefits granted to concessionaries by the 
Eoyal Decree and the Mining Eegulations. And in order that the above- 
mentioned conditions may be punctually complied with and observed, at 
well by said concessionary as by the authorities, tribunals, corporations, 
and individuals, I have ordered the issuance of this title of ownership, 
which is signed by my hand and sealed with the proper seal, and counter- 
signed by the undersigned secretary of the Government. 

Done on, etc. 

[On back of the deed.] 
INTENDENCIA-GENEIIAL OF THE PUBLIC TREASURY. 

Registered on the day of , . 



Intendencia-GenGral of the Pith. Tr. 

Since the creation of the Direction of Civil Administration this registry is 
made in the following form: 

"Direction-General of Civil x^dministration. This deed is registered in Registry 
Book No. , folio ,of this inspection. Manila, etc., signed by the inspector." 

SUPERIOR CIVIL GOVERNMENT. 

Registered in the Bureau of Agriculture, Industry, ana Coiiiinerce, 
folio . 

[Signed by the clerk of the Bureau.] 



Model JSTo. 6. 
petition for general gallery. 

D. N., a resident of this city, living at No. , street, by pro- 
fession y and years of age, to your excellency respectfully 

represents : 

That I desire to undertake work looking toward the opening of a gen- 
eral gallery for investigation (drainage or transportation), which shall 

be called , within the limits of , and place called , 

public lands, bounded , in conformity in all particulars with the 

report and ground plan of Engineer , which I herewith 

present. 

To this end, and having made the proper agreements with Don 



and Don , owners of the mines (or interested in 

the registrations), located within the territory to be traversed by 

the said gallery, as shown by the attached documents. 
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I pray your excellency that, having accepted this petition with accom- 
panying documents, you will be pleased to order the proper proceedings, 
to the end that, at the proper time, the Superior Government may author- 
ize the opening of the said gallery hereby petitioned for. 

God guard, etc. 

Note. — When the ground is of private ownership the name of the owner must be 
given; if, also, the ground be of the class on which permission must be obtained, 
this circumstance. must be noted, showing whether or not the permission has been 
granted for the purposes set forth. 
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REGISTRATION OF EXPEDDSNTES. 

Circular of the General Director of Civil Administration of August 26, J 876, 

Berriz^s Diccionario de Filipinas, Vol* VI, p, 38 J, 

And Other Orders and Circulars, 



[Manila Gazette, September 3, 1876.] 

i^otwithstanding the publications, first in the Manila Gazette, August 
6, 1868, and later on April 18, 1874, of the Eoyal Decree regarding the 
mining laws of these islands, and the Kegulations for their execution, it 
has come to be observed that in the larger part of the expedientes of 
records, having their origin in the governments of the provinces, errors 
are committed or formalities omitted which sometimes invalidate them, 
and other times delay the final action upon them, to the disadvantage of 
the State and the individuals. 

To put a stop to these irregularities, and to provide that the said Eoyal 
Decree and Eegulations be observed and complied with in the future 
with greater exactitude, this General Direction, in conformity with the 
suggestions furnished by the inspection of mines of these islands, has 
decided to send to you the present circular, which explains the principal 
proceedings which the expedientes have to undergo to be in accord with 
the said legislation. 

First. The petition for registration of a mine should be in strict 
accord with Form No. 2, printed at the end of the Eegulations, both 
the interested parties and the governors taking care that in the descrip- 
tion of the claims and the fixing of the point of commencing they observe 
the necessary clearness and exactitude, the persons registering paying 
at the time of presentation the amount of $37.50 for ordinary concessions 
or the proper amount if it concerns groups of mines, as is provided in 
Article 50 of the Eegulations. 

Second. The governor, upon receiving the petition, will note upon 
it by a certificate signed by him, or by his secretary, if there is one, the 
day, hour, and minute of the presentation, ordering then its admission, 
saving a better right, and delivering to the interested party the proper 
receipt, giving the date, hour, and minute, as well as the amount 
deposited. 

91 



92 ABSTRACT OF MINING LAWS. 

While the governments of the provinces are being provided with books 
with stub receipts, which is spoken of in Article 34 of the Regulations, 
they should provide themselves with others provisionally in which shall 
be registered all the proceedings indicated in said article and in the 
twenty-second of the Royal Decree. 

Thirci. Before the third day, after the presentation of the petition, the 
registration shall be published, giving the description of the claims, upon 
the board of announcements of the capital, and the announcement shall 
be sent to the petty governor of the district in whose jurisdiction the 
mine is situated for publication by means of proclamations, making this 
appear by a statement in the expediente and attaching thereto as soon 
as possible the proclamations shown to the public. 

Fourth. In the period of twenty days from the presentation of the 
petition, the person registering should present a certificate from the 
petty governor or a local authority that the landmarks are fixed in a 
clear manner. 

Fifth. Before the expiration of a period of four months, spoken of in 
Articles 28 and 30 of the Royal Decree and x^rticles 45 and 52 of the 
Regulations, the person registering shall complete the legal labor of 10 
meters in depth by a shaft or in length by a ditch or canal, in order to 
uncover the vein, and shall petition from the governor the demarcation 
of the claims presenting specimens of the mineral. 

Sixth. The petition for demarcation having been admitted by the gov- 
ernor, he shall send the original expediente to the general inspection of 
mines in order that an engineer shall make the survey and demarcation. 

Upon sending the expedientes from the governments, it should be 
shown at the end, by the secretary, or if there is none, by the governor 
himself, the number of folios they contain, that the blank spaces are 
filled in, and any other circumstances which appear important to each 
case. 

Seventh. Within a period of thirty days, commencing on the day fol- 
lowing the demarcation, the interested party will deliver to the govern- 
ment of the province, in stamped paper for paying governmental con- 
tributions, the amount of $7.50 for each complete or incomplete per- 
tenencia which may be the object of the expediente, and in addition the 
sum equal to the sealed paper (papel del sello) upon which the title of 
the property is to be written. 

Eighth. The expediente having been acted upon and returned by the 
general inspection of mines to the government of the province, the gov- 
ernor uniting the paper for paying governmental contributions or the 
document acknowledging the payment by the person in the proceedings 
for registration of the amounts specified in the preceding requisite, shall 
send the original to this General Direction for the issuing of the title to 
the property. 
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MINES— CIRCULAR. 

Direction-General of Civil Administration. 

[Gazette of Manila, September 20, 1893.] 

The importance of the encouragement of the elements of wealth 
guarded by the soil of the Philippines and the neglect^ unfortunately, 
of the regulating control which the public administration must exer- 
cise over one of the elements which can attain great importance in 
these islands (such as mining in its broadest acceptation), as at times 
developed, compel this General-Direction to communicate with you to 
remind you in a very few words of the most essential formalities which 
the provincial public administration must comply with in the delicate 
period of formation and consolidation of the concessions of this depart- 
ment. The regulating control which the pul)lic administration exercises 
in it has for its object the avoiding of the disturbances that could be 
produced in prejudice to other existing rights to tlie soil or subsoil, but 
at the same time tends to favor the legitimate efforts of those who intend 
to dedicate themselves to mining without discouraging their energies with 
neglect, postponements, and delays wliich the legislation of the branch 
itself condemns. To avoid these, that legislation published in the 
Official Gazettes of this capital of August (>, 1868, April 18, 1874, Octo- 
ber 4, 1888, A^ovember 11, 1890, and March 29, 1891, and which is 
besides set forth in various works of administration referring to this 
archipelago, should be frequently consulted. 

The reading of those dispositions will give you an understanding of 
the careful details, all important, to which it is necessary to attend, in 
order that the mining concessions may be granted wdth great facility 
and in a very short time, but among them there are some salient points 
which influence the very existence of the records of concessions, which 
are briefly the following: 

1. Presentation of the petition for location and investigation, with its 
clear and precise designation, and stating the name to be given the mine, 
the kind of mineral and number of claims; to be accompanied by the 
necessary deposit to cover the professional expenditures. It then is the 
duty of the public administration to issue the proper receipt, in which 
shall be expressed the date and hour of the presentation of the location 
or investigation petition. 

2. Formal publication of the land designated before the third day 
in order that it may be brought to the knowledge of those who may 
oppose it, to be made by proclamations published in the town from 
which the petition emanates and also by posting the proper edicts on the 
announcement boards of the offices of the Government and of the council 
of the town of the petitioner. 

3. Presentation of the certificate of marking out the ground before 
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twenty days after the presentation of the tegistry, for which also the 
proper administrative receipt will be issued. 

4. The edicts of announcement are to be kept on the boards mentioned 
for sixty days, proven by certificates, which must also be attached to the 
record, all claims which may be presented being admitted and decided in 
this time. 

5. Presentation of the petition in which the amount of work required 
by law is shown to have been done, and in which the demarcation of the 
registry is asked, before four months after being so asked. 

The essential conditions and the other details required by the Eegula- 
tions being complied with, the original record must be remitted to the 
General Inspectorate of Mines in order that the expert examination and 
consequent demarcation may be made after the necessary announce- 
ments. 

The public administration can not omit any detail prescribed by 
regulations since they all tend to facilitate its progress and to demon- 
strate the justice of its action, but if the interested party should fail to 
comply with any of the conditions required of him, within a short time 
after the expiration of which the proper legal action shall be decreed. 

After reading this circular you will report to this General Direction 
that you have done so and also that a copy of it has been made in the 
bureau or office where the records of mining concessions are acted upon. 

Manila, September 16, 189S. 



Royal Decree oe , 1896. 

Gaceta de Manila fotf* 1896, Vol. I, p. 1, complains that no report has 
been made on the mineral situation in the islands for the first half of 
1892, and subsequent years, although same was specifically called for by 
Eoyal Order, March 28, 1894. 

Remarks that according to private advices much exploitation of gold 
mines has been going on in the districts of Mambulao and Paracale in 
both Camarines, and that no official report has been made of the same. 

MINES* 

Manila, September SI, 1897. 

Upon the recommendation of the Inspectorate-General of Mines and in 
conformity with the General Direction of Civil Administration, and with 
the object of accelerating as far as possible the gathering of mining 
statistics * * * i^y beginning a diligent campaign of surveying, to 
the end that the receipts of the Treasury may be increased, * * * j 
have this day decreed the following: 

Art. 1. All the civil governors and politico-military chiefs of the dif- 
ferent provinces, districts, and commanderies shall remit to the Inspec- 
torate-General of Mines, as soon as they have had knowledge of this 
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decree, a very detailed statement of the records of mining registries and 
investigations and permissions for prospecting which are on file in the 
office of the same, in conformity with the model which said Inspectorate 
must draw np, to accompany the circular transmitting this decree, which 
shall be issued by the Gleneral-Direction of Civil Administration, showing 
at the same time the action taken in regard to them. 

Art. 2. They shall also report the records acted upon during the pre- 
ceding economic year, stating in detail the action taken as to each of 
them. 

Art. 3. They shall remit as soon as possible to the said Inspectorate- 
General all those records for the surveying of the land in order that the 
said Inspectorate may proceed with said operation with the greatest zeal, 
so that the same may begin at the proper time to pay its dues into the 
internal revenue as is just. 

Art. 4. Said data being received, the Inspectorate-General of Mines 
shall remit to this General Government, through the General Direction 
of Civil Administration, in order that from here it may be in turn 
remitted to the Ministry of Colonies, a very detailed statement or general 
report of the mining industry in this archipelago. 

F. DE ElVERA. 



KoYAL Decree, November 21, 1895. 

[Alcubilla, 1895.] 

Art. 1. The period of exemption from annual fees (canon annual) 
enjoyed by mining claims of iron and combustibe minerals under 
Article 78 of the Eoyal Decree of May 14, 1867, establishing the system 
of administration of mines in the Philippines, is hereby extended for 
twenty years. 

Art. 2. For the same period is postponed the impost of 3 per cent upon 
all substances, embraced in Article 1 of said Eoyal Decree, enjoyed by 
virtue of Article 80 thereof. 
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About the year 1875 there was introduced and recommended to the 
Government of Spain a proposition for a systematic study of the geo- 
logical formations of the Filipino Archipelago^ with a view to increase 
the development of the mining industry, and more especially for the 
purpose of developing the deposits of coal in the islands^ which agitation 
w^as continued for several years^ resulting in the formation of a consid- 
erable number of companies with large capital for the development of 
coal fields^ and the issuance of various royal orders and decrees modify- 
ing the rigorous rule of the Eoyal Decree of 1867, and the Regulations 
thereunder, especially with regard to the superintendence of coal mines 
by the Corps of Engineers. 

A brief abstract of these orders and decrees follows : 

Royal Order of June 14, 1876. 

In its preamble, acknowledging a letter of September 14, 1875, this 
order approves of the recommendations for geological studies and the 
making of geological maps for the encouragement of the mining in- 
dustry, and more especially for the purpose of developing the produc- 
tion of coal with a view to furnishing the coal required by the vessels 
engaged in navigation in the archipelago and under the Spanish flag 
(both commercial and naval) without being obliged to procure the coal 
needed for that purpose from foreign lands. 

To this end the Royal Order directs that this systematic study of 
geological formations be instituted, and that geological maps be made 
and that in the budget of 1876-77 an appropriation shall be included to 
carry this order into effect. (See Manila Gazette of August 11, 1876. 
Diccionario de Administracion de las Filipinas, 1888, Vol. II, p. 559.) 

Royal Order of July 22, 1876. 

This order, referred to in a subsequent Royal Order of April 6, 1878, 
was issued in reference to the police, sanitation, and engineering super- 
vision of the coal company ^'La Paz,^^ operating near Sugut, in the Prov- 
ince of Albay. I have been unable to find this Royal Order so far, but 
its contents are immaterial (apparently), since the subject-matter is fully 
covered by Royal Orders of subsequent date, viz, April 6, 1878, and Octo- 
ber 28, 1890. 
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Royal Order of April 6, 1878. 

This order was based upon a reeommendation that the Government 
subscribe for two hundred shares of 200 pesos each in the mining com- 
pany "La Paz/^ having for its object the development of coal deposits 
near Sugut^, in the Province of Albay. 

The Government declined to become a shareholder in a private cor- 
poration, as one of bad policy and of questionable economy, but calls 
attention to the Eoyal Order of June 14, 1876 (above quoted), as an 
evidence of its interest in the development of the general mining 
resources of the archipelago, and more especially of the coal fields, and 
in conclusion says: 

"First. That the King expresses pleasure that he has in the good 
wishes of the Governor- General for the development of the coal industry 
of Sugut, represented by the corporation of ^La Paz,^ expressive of his 
patriotism, which in many like instances has appeared to give encourage- 
ment to this important industry. 

"Second. Eefuses to allow the Government funds to be invested in 
private companies such as ^La Paz.^ 

"Third. That, in order to facilitate the advancement of these enter- 
prises, your excellency submit in the shortest possible time a system of 
regulations which should be formulated for the most suitable super- 
vision by engineers of mining exploitations under the first and second 
general provisions of the Eoyal Decree of May 14, 1867. 

"Fourth. That while these regulations are being published, your excel- 
lency provide that persons in charge of coal mines in the capacity of 
managers shall be engineers or superintendents of mines, with diplomas 
as such obtained in Spain or in a foreign country, to the end that they 
may unite the necessary and proper skill for the management of mines 
to advantage, and guarantee the successful outcome of the interests 
placed in their charge, and the police and sanitation as was provided by 
the Eoyal Order of July 22, 1876, for the same company of ^La Paz.^^^ 



On January 30, 1854, a Eoyal Order was issued, based upon an ap- 
plication and proposition of Don Diego Viiia to sell to the Government 
the claims which the company presided over by him was then working 
in the Island of Cebu. 

The decree refuses to purchase the mines, and gives some instructions 
as to looking up the quality of coal in the islands and directing the 
Governor- General to assist in the development of coal mining. 

By Eoyal Order of January 30, 1856, the Governor- General was 
directed to so arrange that the various coal mining operations in the 
Island of Cebu have the chance of furnishing coal to the Government for 
steam vessels at the same price as was paid for foreign coal. 

By a decree of the Governor-General of July 13, 1859, the denounce- 
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ment of claims in the Island of Cebu^ and their registry, was prohibited. 
By Eoyal Order of April 3, 1860, the order of the Governor-General of 
July 13, 1859, which decreed the prohibition of registry and denounce- 
ment of coal mines in the Island of Cebu, was revoked and the general 
mining law relating to coal was extended to the Island of Cebu equally 
with other provinces of the archipelago. 

The notation of these decrees is inserted for the purpose of calling 
attention to the fact that the encouragement of the coal mining industry 
is of earlier origin in the archipelago than the mining law of 1867, which 
is now in force. 



By Eoyal Order of August 23, 1890 (published October 16, 1890), 
among other things contained in said decree it was stated : 

^That in spite of the disposition of the Eoyal Order of April 6, 1878, a 
person without a professional diploma from Spain or a foreign country 
can continue directing the working of coal mines of Cebu, approving the 
authorization ceded by the Governor- General to that eifect; but consid- 
ering that the safety and health of laborers in the mines would not be 
sufficiently protected if the fourth provision of said Eoyal Order were 
abolished entirely, it is therefore resolved that the said provision remain 
in force in its entirety, as the Inspector-General of the Department pro- 
posed, for those coal mining exploitations whose annual production ex- 
ceeds 5,000 tons, and that those whose production does not reach that 
amount can be managed by persons who, without having a professional 
diploma, show sufficient technical or practical skill before the Inspection 
in the form that the superior authority of these islands determines upon 
for this purpose, it being at the same time the wish of His Majesty that 
the Intendencia of Hacienda be advised through the General Govern- 
ment that in forming the preliminary estimate for 1891 they include the 
amounts necessary for the increase of the staff of the mining department, 
with an engineer and an experienced assistant, as is now required for the 
suitable discharge of the duties assigned to the Inspectorate of the 
Department.^^ 



[Gazette of Manila, November 11.] 

Under the implied authority and to complete the instructions of the 
Eoyal Orders of April 6, 1878, and August 23, 1890, which refer to the 
working of mineral coal of these islands, the Governor-General on Octo- 
ber 28, 1890, issued the following instructions: 

1. The persons who as professional directors place themselves at the 
head of coal workings whose production should be more than 5,000 tons 
annually must be engineers or superintendents of mines, with cer- 
tificates as such obtained in Spain or in a foreign country. 



102 ABSTRACT OF .MINING LAWS. 

2. For this purpose the proprietors of this kind of workings or com- 
panies owning the same shall present to the General Direction of Civil 
Administration a petition, accompanied by the certificate, which shall 
accredit their professional faculties. These certificates shall be examined 
by the General Inspectorate of Mines, which shall issue an opinion as to 
their validity. In case they should be declared valid the General Gov- 
ernment shall issue the competent personal authorization to the peti- 
tioner for the exercise of his profession in these islands, to be written on 
stamped paper of the fourth class if the certificates should be from for- 
eign countries. In the latter case the Ministry of Colonies shall be 
informed of the authorization granted. 

3. The contiguous mines or groups of mines which have been allowed 
concentration of labor in accordance with the legislation of the depart- 
ment and whose production should not be 5,000 tons may be directed 
by persons who do not possess professional certificates above mentioned, 
provided they obtain the special authorization specified in the following 
article. 

4. To obtain this' authorization it is necessary : ( 1 ) To be over 25 
years of age and to prove in any way that may appear sufficient that 
they have been foremen in charge of workings or professional opera- 
tives in any mining work, national or foreign. (2) To prove before the 
Inspectorate- General of Mines practical competence on the following 
points : 

Idea of how strata of coal, and particularly those of lignite and the 
rocks that generally accompany them, lie. 

Manner of sinking shafts and running galleries in coal and country 
rock. 

Timbering and more especially shoring. 

Natural ventilation, and how it may be accelerated in necessary cases. 

Lighting; precautions. 

Workings of profit in coal strata. 

Drainage of workings in the most simple cases. 

Extraction and transportation of the products in the most simple cases. 

Classifications, cleaning and storage of coal. 

Workings of the compass and most elementary manner of drawing a 
plan of the workings. 

Slight legal knowledge of the duties and rights pertaining to a mining 
concession in these islands. 

5. Those who wish this special authorization shall direct their peti- 
tions to the General Inspectorate of Mines, accompanied by the docu- 
ments already cited and the certificates that may be deemed convenient. 
The Inspectorate shall ^x the day for the practical examination of the 
petitioner, after which a record shall be made which shall be attached 
to the above document. 

If the result of the practical examination should be favorable, a copy 
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of the record shall be made on stamped paper of the fifth class, which 
must be vised by the Very Illustrious Director- General of Civil Admin- 
istration, and this document shall serve as a basis for the authorization 
which the latter, upon the recommendation of the Inspectorate, shall 
grant the petitioner to direct coal mines whose production does not 
amount to 5,000 tons. 

(). In order that these instructions may be duly complied with the 
Inspectorate-General of Mines, represented by an engineer, shall make 
the yearly regulation visit, verifying more especially the production of 
the mines classed according to Article 3. 

7. If as a consequence of the visits the engineer should find that the 
yield of the mines is greater than that which their professional director 
may authorize, the punishment provided for the cases by Article 49 of 
the Eoyal Decree of Mining in force in these islands shall be imposed 
upon the company or owner. 

The fine shall be collected by the chief of the province under his own 
personal responsibility. 

The mine owners may protest against the penalty imposed, applying to 
the General Direction of Civil Administration, which shall definitely 
decide the question after hearing the General Inspectorate of the Depart- 
ment, in conformity with Article 84 of the said Eoyal Decree. 



Eoyal Order of February 3, 1891, refers to the instructions of October 
28, 1890, complementary of the Eoyal Order of August 23, 1890 (which 
order applied to Cebu only). The instructions are declared to "fully 
merit the end in view — viz, to facilitate exploitation of coal without 
detriment to the obligation of the Government to protect workingmen, it 
has been deemed proper to approve said instructions,^^ and they are made 
general and applied to every portion of the archipelago. 

Decree of the Superior Civil Government of 14th of April, 1874. 

[Manila Gazette of the 18th.] 

Having observed the defective formalities practiced by the chiefs of the 
provinces as to proceedings of the registry of mines, which defects bring 
about difficulties and delay in the dispatch of such business, this Superior 
Civil Government, upon the recommendation of the Inspector-General of 
Mines, orders the official republication of the Eoyal Decree and Eegula- 
tions of the 14th of May, 1867, concerning the management and control 
of the mining industry in these islands, to the end that, in the future, 
ignorance of the said law can not be alleged, and therefore no class or 
kind of irregularity which may be committed as to said proceedings shall 
be excusable. 

AH chiefs of provinces shall collect and file said law, making imme- 
diate report of having done so. • 
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CONCESSIONARIES OF MINES WHO RENOUNCE THEIR PROPERTY 
WITHOUT OWING ANYTHING TO THE TREASURY CAN RECOVER 
THEIR CONCESSION BY A PRESCRIBED METHOD^ 

EoYAL Order of February 4^, 1891. 

[Gazette of Madrid, February 7, 1891.] 

According to existing mining law, acts no less fundamental and impor- 
tant than concessions of mining property and extinction thereof are 
within the exclusive jurisdiction of the civil governor of the province ; 
and to such a pass has this spirit of decentralization reached that against 
their decrees declaring such rights extinct no appeal lies to the Ministry, 
and they can only be litigated through contencioso-administrativo pro- 
ceedings in the provincial tribunals, so that the most vital part of our sys- 
tem of mining administration, the initiation and termination of property 
rights, is intrusted to said functionary. 

Inasmuch, then, as they already have such ample attributes, being the 
authorities called upon to grant applications for mining concessions, and 
to arrange the titles to property therein, and having jurisdiction, as thev 
do, of renunciation of such property, there is no reason why they should 
not decree the annulment of such renunciations, especially if we remem- 
ber that they are empowered to rehabilitate concessions of persons who, 
having forfeited their right by failure to pay the tax (canon), liquidate 
their indebtedness before the public auction has taken place. Wherefore, 
His Majesty * * * j^g^g (declared that concessionaries of mines who 
renounce their property without owing anything to the Treasury may 
recover such concessions, provided no right has been created in favor of a 
third person; and the governor of the province shall have jurisdiction 
over all questions relative to annulment of said rights. 

SUPPRESSION OF THE GENERAL INSPECTORATE. 
EoYAL Order of March 8, 1886. 

[Manila Gazette of April 29, 1886.] 

Most Excellent Sir : Her Majesty the Queen Regent has considered 
it proper to decree, on the 26th of February, the following: 

Art. 1. After the 1st of July of the current year the General Inspecto- 
rate of Mines and the Geological Commission of the Philippine Islands 
are abolished. 

Art. 2. The office of General Directorate of Civil Administration of 
these islands shall be increased by the position of Chief Engineer of the 
Department of Mines, a position of assistant of the second class of the 
same Department, and positions of draftsmen, all these with the duties 
and salaries which at present pertain to them. 

This staff will lend its services to the Department of Industries of said 
Directorate. 
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GEOLOGICAL STUDIES. 

EoYAL Order of February 9, 1888. 

[Manila Gazette of April 7, 1888.] 

There existing in the present estimate of expenses for these islands a 
provision for the salaries of the staff in charge of mines and geological 
works and the continuance of these studies being of highest importance, 
which were abolished by the modification which was introduced into the 
Department of Mines after July 1, 1886, by virtue of the Koyal Decree of 
February 26, 1886, His Majesty the King, and in his name the Queen 
Regent, has considered it proper to provide that the above-mentioned 
duties be undertaken again by the staff of the Department of Mines of 
this archipelago, commencing in the Island of Panay, in which some 
investigations have already been made by it. 

SEISMOLOGICAL OBSERVATIONS. 

Royal Order of the 4th of April, 1882. 

[Gazette of Manila, June 3, 18S2.] 

Simply orders that certain apparatus be provided, and that the obser- 
vations shall be under the charge of the Inspector of Mines in Manila 
and his assistants at other points mentioned. 

MINERAL SPRINGS. 

Decree of the General Government of the Ioth of December, 1884. 

[Gazette of Manila of the 19th.] 

Art. 1. A special commission is hereby created, charged with the study 
of the mineral springs of the Island of Luzon, and the investigation, on 
the ground first and afterwards in the laboratory, of the nature and com- 
position of the waters, their therapeutic properties and the climatological 
conditions of the points or localities where they come to the surface, 
authorizing for this purpose the necessary expenses for carrying \out this 
work, which shall be considered as extraordinary in an additional article 
of Chapter 3 of the provincial budget for general expenses. 

Art. 2. Said commission, after terminating its work, shall draft a 
report in which shall appear a detailed statement of expenses, and shall 
be enumerated all circumstances worthy of mention, and such scientific 
deductions as may be conducive to the utilizing of said springs. 

Art. 3. The said commission shall be composed as follows : An en- 
gineer of the Mining Corps, a physician, and a pharmacist, appointed 
upon the recommendation of the Director-General of Civil Administra- 
tion. 

Art. 4. The said office shall recommend to me the salaries which these 
functionaries should receive, provided they do not already draw salary 
on account of their offices, and such other particulars as may relate to the 
work mentioned ; and likewise, the established formalities being observed, 
it shall recommend the approval of the expenses and the granting of 
such credits as may be necessary. 
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Decree of the Director-General of Civil Administration, 

May 4, 1898. 

[Attached to Expediente No. 1, "Riqueza," filed in the Mining Bureau on May 3, 1898, 
and in the following form.] 

Manila, May S, 1898. 

Most Excellent Sir : Mr. JSTonito Prim y Llops, a Peninsular Span- 
iard^ appeals to your excellency by the annexed petition for registration 
of a group of 25 gold mining claims, situated in Tacbong-bong, in the 
pueblo of Pigtao, municipal district of Yponan, of the P. M. govern- 
ment of Cagayan de Misamis, that on account of the present condition 
of the blockade of Manila, he can not address directly the capital of the 
district, as demanded by the mineral regulations in force, for the de- 
parture of any ship from the Bay of Manila is in every way impossible, 
and in order not to lose the right of priority which lawfully and in 
justice should assist him, he begs your excellency that you consider it 
proper to order the admission of this expediente in the General Inspection 
of Mines, which now is the one most proper to admit this class of peti- 
tions, upon the staff being previously notified. 

This inspection can only show to your excellency that in its opinion 
the admission of this registration is undoubtedly proper in order to 
preserve the just rights of priority which the law concedes to the regis- 
tering of mines, in order that all resulting rights shall attach to it at the 
proper time, as the alleged impossibility is manifestly and unfortunately 
demonstrated. 

Respecting the legal deposit which accompanies this petition, this 
General Inspection is of the opinion that it should not be received, in 
order to save all pecuniary responsibility which would result in case 
this place should suffer an invasion on the part of the enemy which is 
besieging it, and cause a loss of this deposit, which would fall later upon 
the person who received it; but, if agreeable, it should be certified as 
having been presented at the proper time. 

The matters referred to and presented in this case certainly should be 
applicable to the other expedientes which are in the same condition; so 
thinks the General Inspection under my charge, and proposes to your 
excellency the following: 

First. That it proceed with the admission of this petition for registra- 
tion of a mine, giving a stub receipt, the same as are issued by the pro- 
vincial governments at the present time, opening for this purpose a book 
in this General Inspection. 

Second. That the deposit ought to be returned to the petitioner, cer- 
tifying that it has been presented, and that at the proper time the 
expenses should be paid, caused by the demarcation, which is the funda- 
mental rule of the mineral legislation regarding this class of deposits. 

Third. That in the future, and while the present state of insurrection 
of the country and international war exists, there can be presented and 
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admitted in this General Inspection all expedientes placing them in a 
special book, and issuing corresponding stub receipts, signed "V. B/^ 
(Visto Bueno), admitted by the Inspector-General in the place where the 
governors or chiefs of the provinces formerly signed, following thereafter 
the natural course of these expedientes, except the publication of notices 
in the localities, which is impossible for the same reason mentioned 
regarding the presentation for registration. 

Your excellency^ nevertheless, will decide what is just. 

Luis Espina y Capo, [seal.] 



Manila, May Jf, 1898. 
So ordered. 

MONCADA. 



Decree of the Director-General of Civil Administration, 
November 6, 1898. 

[Attached to Expediente No. 1, "Riqueza."] 

Manila, November 6, 1898. 
Most Excellent Sir : The present expediente ought to have had its 
demarcation made within from three to six months following its receipt, 
according to the order of Article 31 of the Eoyal Decree of May 14, 1867, 
but on account of reasons which your excellency knows perfectly well, 
owing to the state of war in which we have lived during the time this 
legal proceeding should have been carried out, it could not be effected. 

Therefore, in accordance with the law in force concerning this depart- 
ment, this time is extended indefinitely until circumstances are favorable 
for performing this kind of field work, which requires considerations of 
personal safety. 

Your excellency will decide. 
I am, most excellent sir, 

Luis Espina y Capo, [seal.] 



So ordered. 

MONCADA. 



GEOLOGICAL INVESTIGATIONS^ 

Koyal Order of November 25, 1876. 

Madrid^ July 15, 1876. 
Most Excellent Sir: By Eoyal Order communicated to-day by the 
Most Excellent Minister of Colonies, I send to your excellency the 
attached copy of the instructions given by the Commission of the Geolog- 
ical Map of Spain, and in order to carry on the geological works and 
investigations, and prepare the maps of the archipelago, under your able 
authority, that you deliver them to the Inspector-General of Mines to be 
carried out. 
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And said superior authority having so ordered by decree of this day, I 
transmit to you for your information the accompanying copy of the 
instructions to which the above Eoyal Order refers. 

Most excellent sir^ to begin the geological investigation of the Philip- 
pine Islands there should be borne in mind the great extent of the same, 
the antiquated conditions prevailing there, and the small number of 
inhabitants in even very extensive territories. The interior of the large 
island of Mindanao is almost entirely unknown, the same is true of Min- 
doro and Paragua, a large part of the Island of ISTegros, and even in the 
Island of Luzon there exist vast areas almost deserted, where the means of 
communication are very difficult. 

Under such conditions geological investigations of a general character 
should be limited to general observations, explorations, and the prepara- 
tion of rough sketches, with notes, which can give an idea, even if only 
approximate, of the mineralogical formation of the archipelago. To 
attempt anything further at present would demand considerable expense, 
which it is impossible to sustain, and a large period of time, which is 
directly opposed to the wishes, very properly held, by that central Depart- 
ment of the Government, that the same should be of practical result as 
soon as possible and serve as a basis for industrial development. 

At the same time that they undertake these rapid investigations of 
large territories it will be convenient, selecting from them districts of 
more limited areas in which are found minerals of industrial use, to make 
a more careful examination of the deposits, and especially of the sub- 
stances which are the object of the mining industry. Therefore, in mak- 
ing the sketch and notes concerning the Province of Albay there should 
be included another study, more in detail of the part of the territory 
where coal is found, and the same should be done in the Province of 
Southern Camarines, and in those of Samar, Cebu, and Negros, where 
they have also found combustible mineral, and a similar method will have 
to be employed in places where there are deposits of metal, as those of 
gold in Northern Camarines, Misamis, Surigao, and other provinces, 
those of copper in Lepanto, and those of iron in Bulacan and Nueva 
Ecija. By this method, while a general idea is being had, in a compara- 
tively short space of time, of the mineralogical formation of the archipel- 
ago, more definite and exact facts can be obtained concerning those dis- 
tricts where there are mineral substances immediately applicable to indus- 
try, and which can contribute, in a large measure, to the prosperity of 
those remote provinces. 

Therefore, the accompanying instructions were made, which, in the 
opinion of this commission, should have only a temporary effect, as before 
adopting definite instructions the official opinion of the Inspector of 
Mines of the Philippines should be had. 

Therefore, after unanimous agreement of the Board of Inspection of 
the Geological Map of Spain, it can report to the directing governmental 
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center, under the able direction of 3'Our excellency, in accordance with the 
Royal Order communicated to this commission on the 1st day of this 
month. 

God grant, etc. 

Antonio Hernandez, 

Director Pro Tern. 
To the Most Excellent Director-General of Administration 

AND Industries of the Department of the Colonies. 



INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE PREPARATION OF GEOLOGICAL MAPS OF 
THE PHILIPPINE ISLANDS* 

First. The geological investigation of the Philippine Islands should be 
carried on by the preparation of hasty geological sketches of the provinces 
on a scale of 1 to 400,000. 

Second. To each rough geological sketch of a province should be added 
a distinct statement containing physical^ geological^ and geographical 
descriptions^ showing in detail the mineralogical conditions ; likewise the 
different geological formations should be treated. 

Third. In addition to this preliminary investigation there should be 
prepared a special treatise more in detail upon the lands offering imme- 
diate industrial interest on account of containing combustible material^ 
metals^ or other products which are the object of mining, and on a sc^e 
proportionate to the extent and importance of the locality, attempting to 
collect as many facts as possible upon mineral deposits which through 
their importance can be developed to advantage, indicating the means of 
utilizing them and the obstacles which have to be overcome to attain this 
end. 

Fourth. As illustrative of the descriptions and geological maps there 
should be formed duplicate collections of rocks, minerals, and fossils ; in 
both collections the specimens shall have corresponding numbers, one of 
the collections being placed in the Inspectorate of Mines of the Philip- 
pines and the other being sent to the Executive Commission of the Geo- 
logical Map of Spain. 

Fifth. Every year the Inspector of Mines of the Philippines should 
give a detailed report to the Minister of the Colonies and the Executive 
Commission of the Geological Map of Spain, concerning the works com- 
pleted in the preceding year and the progress made in other lines 
undertaken. 

Sixth. Upon the completion of the geological sketch of a province or 
one of the districts referred to in Article 3 the corresponding explanation 
should be prepared, in preparing which it should be borne in mind that 
the principal object of these investigations is to obtain practical benefits 
and results ; and under such a point of view facts are of primary impor- 
tance and theoretical speculations of little value. 



110 ABSTRACT OF MINING LAWS. 

Seventh. Considering the importance of investigating the resources of 
the archipelago in compustible mineral, the geological studies should be 
commenced on the ground in the Province of x^lbay, where there are out- 
croppings of coal, and continued in the adjoining province of Southern 
Camarines, in the vicinity of Lagonoy and the lands at Caramuan, then 
extending the investigations to the entire territory of the two provinces. 

Eighth. The Inspector of Mines of the Philippines, after examining 
these instructions and those which the Minister of the Colonies may deem 
proper to give, should propose, as soon as possible, such additions and 
modifications as in his opinion should be made to fulfill the intended 
object of making the geological investigation of those provinces of ma- 
terial advantage as soon as possible. 

Madrid, July 15, 1876. The Director Pro Tem., Antonio Hernandez. 
A copy. The Director-General, Cisneros. A copy. Villaralbo. (Berriz. 
Year 1888, p. 561.) 



Decree of the General Directorate of Civil Administration 
or December 4, 1878. 

[Manila Gazette of December 10.] 

Manila, December J^, 1878. 

In accordance with the proposal of the General Inspectorate of Mines 
regarding the request for instructions made by the political military gov- 
ernor of Surigao, concerning a complaint presented to that government 
by Mr. Mariano Vallerino against the working by the natives of gold- 
bearing lands in uncultivated mountains as well as rivers and placers ; 

Considering that gold-bearing placers not only are found in the vicin- 
ity of rivers, but that likewise they can exist in uncultivated mountains, 
to which the complaint presented refers ; 

Considering that Article 6, as well as Articles 3 and 7 of the Koyal 
Decree upon the mining laws of these islands, and various other articles 
. of the Eegulations for its execution, refer to the working of the surface 
ground and not to that underneath the surface, and that therefore the 
law declares these workings free when on public lands and not carried on 
by underground labors; considering that claims can be conceded upon 
this kind of ground for the exclusive use of an individual on condition 
that he construct a fixed establishment and comply with the other pro- 
visions of the law, this Directorate hereby denies the complaint of Mr. 
Mariano Vallerino, who can only prevent the working by the natives of 
gold-bearing ground inside the boundaries of his concession; but in no 
way on lands not conceded, whether they be rivers, placers, or unculti- 
vated mountains, provided always that the mining is carried on by sur- 
face work only. 

Communicate this resolution to the political military governor of Suri- 
gao, and as similar questions may arise in other provinces where gold- 
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bearing placer ground is worked, publish it in the Gazette for general 
information. 

C. DE Herrera. 



MINERAL WATERS. 

EoYAL Order of July 2, 1885. 

Madrid, July 2, 1885, 

Most Excellent Sir : Having examined the communication of your 
excellency, No. 163, of April 9, with which was forwarded the petition 
presented by Mr. Jose A. Guillen, to acquire the title to some mineral 
waters at Gabas, in the Province of La Laguna, in these islands, and 
instructions were requested about the method of acting upon this peti- 
tion; having examined Article 43 of the Law of Waters of August 3, 
1866, in force in those islands, prescribing "that title to mineral medi- 
cinal waters be acquired by the same means as surface and subterranean 
waters,^^ and that therefore the petition under consideration should be 
acted upon in accordance with the provisions of the said law, His Majesty 
the King, whom God preserve, has been pleased to order that your excel- 
lency be informed that the matter under consideration be acted upon, tak- 
ing into consideration what is laid down in the general rules contained in 
Article 192 and following of the said Law of Waters, as far as they are 
applicable without complicating the proceedings. By royal order I 
inform your excellency of this for your information and advising you how 
to proceed. 

May God protect your excellency many years. 

Tejada. 

To THE Governor-General of the Philippine Islands. 



Manila, August 22, 1885. 
Let it be complied with and transmitted to the General Directorate of 
Civil Administration to carry it into effect. 

Terrero. 
(Berriz. Year 1888, p. 563.) 



Eoyal Order of August 9, 1882, through the Minister 
OF the Colonies — No. 664. 

[Gazette of Manila, October 18, 1882.] 

Madrid, August 9, 1882. 
Considering the report of the Minister of Marine Affairs, and the vital 
importance of developing coal mining in our own territory, so that ships 
of war, as well as merchantmen, and industries requiring this essential 
product, can procure it in the archipelago at reduced cost and complete 
independence of foreign nations. His Majesty the King has been pleased 
to order that you be advised to aid the development and exploitation of 
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the mines of Compostela in the Island of Cebu by every means in your 
power that tend to the public benefit. 

I inform you of this by royal order. God guard your excellency many 
years. 

Campos. 
To the Most Excellent Governor- General 

OF THE Philippine Islands. 



Manila, September 25, 1882, 
Comply with this order, publish it, and transmit it to the General 
Directorate of Civil Administration to be carried out. 

P. DE KlVERA. 



CONCERNING GUANO- 

EoYAL Order of August 13, 1893 — Through the Minister of the 

Colonies. 

[Gazette of Manila, October 4, 1893.] 

Madrid, August IS, 1893, 
Most Excellent Sir: Having examined the petition relative to the 
registration of the San Pedro Mine in those islands, sent by your ex- 
cellency with your communication jSTo. 210, of the 6th of May; and hav- 
ing examined the report of the General Inspectorate of Mines of those 
islands ; and in conformity with the opinion of the Superior Department 
of Mines of Spain; and considering that the deposit of mineral applied 
for in the petition for registration of the San Pedro Mine, and deposits 
of similar useful mineral substances, which can form the basis of profit- 
able mineral development and at least contribute products of industrial 
advantage, and because they are included among the substances enumer- 
ated in Article 1 of the Eoyal Decree of May 14, 1867, in force in those 
islands, there is no doubt about their being considered as pertaining to the 
Department of Mines. This proposition is not affected by the fact that 
they are found in the interior of the earth, on the surface, or any other 
place; and as the said article expresses, you should not consider their 
recent geological origin, nor their organic nature, for similar conditions 
of organic formation and composition appertain to peat, which is com- 
prehended in the mineral legislation and placed in Article 1 at the side 
of metals and other subjects which are the object of the mining industry. 
Considering that the laws created by the decree of December 29, 1868, 
now in force in the Peninsula, corroborate this view by the establishment 
in Article 1 thereof that the law is applicable to all useful substances of 
the mineral kingdom, whatever be their origin or formation, and whether 
found in the interior of the earth or upon its surface; and considering 
that deposits of the substance under consideration are found on the sur- 
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face of the ground, that the substance contains phosphate of lime and 
salts of ammonia, whose applicability to fertilizing can not be disputed, 
in addition to the large amount of nitrogen contained therein; and con- 
sidering the large proportion in which guano enters into the composition 
of the ashes of cultivated vegetables; and considering the greater facility 
of obtaining its concession by the method hereafter stated, we think that 
it would be more convenient to consider such properties as lands ap- 
plicable to agriculture or the industry of fertilizing, and therefore com- 
prehended in Article 3 of the Eoyal Decree, and susceptible to acquisition 
and exploitation by the method set forth therein. 

His Majesty the King, whom God protect, and in his name the Queen 
Eegent, has been pleased to order that you be instructed with reference 
to the deposit of guano petitioned for under the name of San Pedro, at 
Monte Pamitinan, as well as all other deposits of the same substances 
which may be petitioned for in the future, to consider them as land ap- 
plicable to agriculture or to the industry of fertilizing, and therefore 
as one of the substances compreliended in Article 3 of the Eoyal Decree 
of May 14, 1867, in force in those islands. To develop the same, being 
land of the State, the only indispensable requisite is the authorization 
which the Governor-Greneral can grant by means of the authority con- 
ferred by Eo3^al Order in addition to said Article 3, or the special per- 
mission of the owner of the land can be obtained in case of private prop- 
erty. If the consent is not given, in accordance with Article 4 of the 
Eoyal Decree, applicable to this case, which is one of the exceptions to 
the general rule mentioned in said article, when the owner does not 
agree to undertake the work himself, permission can be conceded by the 
Governor-General to the person petitioning. To obtain this permission 
a petition must be previously presented in the form prescribed in the 
same article, and the party interested is obliged, after obtaining the 
authorization, to comply with the requisites and formalities laid down 
in Article 5. 

I communicate this to your excellency by royal order, for your in- 
formation and to be acted upon, and in order to extend to those islands 
at the proper time, the mining laws in force in the Peninsula, your excel- 
lency will order that a plan for such application, with suitable modifica- 
tions, be prepared by the General Inspectorate of Mines in the archipel- 
ago, and that after the respective officials in power in those islands have 
been informed of its contents, that you send it to this ministry to be 
acted upon. 

An extract of this order shall be published in the Gazette of Madrid, 
and the order in full in the Gazette of Manila. 

May God protect your excellency many years. 

Maura. 

To the Governor-General of the Philippine Islands. 

M L 8 
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Manila, September 20, 1893. 
Comply with this order, publish it, and transmit it to the General 
Directorate of Civil Administration to be carried out. 

Blanco. 



Decree of the Governor-General or March 16, 1894. 

[Gazette of Manila, March 24, 1894.] 

Manila, March 16, 189Jf. 
In accordance with the facts shown by the General Directorate of 
Civil Administration and the General Inspectorate of Mines, for a period 
of eight months the admission of petitions for registration and investiga- 
tion of mines is suspended temporarily in connection with locations on 
the banks of the Eiver Pandan from its source in the district of Tiling 
to its mouth. 

Publish this decree and communicate it to parties interested. 

Blanco. 



Decree of the Governor-General of September 21, 1894. 

[Gazette of Manila, September 28, 1894.] 

Manila, September 21, 189Jf. 
Declares permanent the temporary prohibition against the admission 
of petitions for registration referring to locations along the banks of 
the Eiver Pandan, Cebu, referred to in decree of March 16, 1894. 

Extract from Decree of the Governor-General of August 3, 1894. 

[Gazette of Manila, August 11, 1894.] 

Manila, August 8, 189Jf.. 

This decree was enacted to avoid the fraudulent working of mines in 
^N'orthern Camarines, and to prevent the extraction of gold from con- 
cessions of private parties by trespassers. 

Art. 1. The governor of Camarines is instructed to publish notice 
that — 

1. The performance of mining work without a concession is pro- 
hibited. 

2. The only ground open to exploitation by the public consists of sands 
of rivers, and placers, where there are no concessions. 

Art. 2. Prohibits the melting, for concentration, of products obtained 
in the above manner, on penalty of confiscation. 

Art. 3. Every owner of a concession shall mark his bars of gold to 
avoid their loss, and send a facsimile of his mark to the Inspectorate of 
Mines, on penalty of confiscation. 

Art. 4. Any person is authorized to report sale of gold not marked, 
receiving one-half for the information furnished. 

Art. 5. A committee of two directors or superintendents of mines. 
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appointed annually by the Inspector-General;, in addition to the munici- 
pal captain or petit governor^ within forty-eight hours after being so 
informed and securing possession of the metal sold^ shall sell the gold, 
giving a statement of the weight, form, and price to the purchaser, so 
that he can dispose of the bar of gold without its being marked. 

Art. 6. One half of the product of the sale goes to informant, the 
other half to the Captain-General or petit governor to be deposited in 
the provincial treasury, .the committee reporting all actions to the 
Inspectorate of Mines. 

Art. 7. The Inspectorate is to inform the civil governor of the 
province, and, through the General Directory, the Treasury. 

Art. 8. If the committee can learn the name of the mine from which 
the gold was taken, they shall give the half belonging to the State to 
the owner of the mine. 

Art. 9. The local authorities, the civil guard, and the constables will 
assist in the execution of the foregoing proceedings, and will deliver any 
person guilty of a crim,inal act to the proper tribunal. 

Decree of the Governor-General of October 12, 1894. 

[Gazette of Manila, October 16, 1894.] 

Manila, October 12, 18H. 
In accordance with information received from the General Inspec- 
torate of Mines and the General Directorate of Civil Administration, 
and in accordance with the provisions of Article 62 of the Royal Decree 
concerning mines, in force in these islands. Articles 84 and 85 of the 
Mining Eegulations, and Articles 8 and 21 of the Schedule of Fees, 
approved by Royal Order of February 26, this General Government 
decrees as follows : 

1. In order to carry out the second and third paragraphs of Article 8 
of the Regulations concerning fees, approved by Royal Order of February 
26, referring to mining petitions of all kinds, the General Inspectorate 
of the Department shall prepare estimates of expenses to be incurred in 
all operations relative to each petition either when it first comes into his 
possession or when said operations are about to be attended to in any 
province. 

2. Upon the approval of this estimate, the parties interested will add 
any extra amount required to the deposit of $37.50 which they made on 
the presentation of the petition, in accordance with Article 62 of the 
Royal Decree and Article 84 of the Mining Regulations, and will send 
the certificate of payment of this extra amount to the General Inspec- 
torate of Mines, either directly or communicating through the chief 
magistrates of the provinces, and they shall also receive a receipt for the 
money. 

3. The certificates of payment shall be attached by the Inspector of 
Mines to the records to which they refer before the operations are 
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attended to^ and as soon as these operations are completed the certificate 
of payment will be removed from said record and any money remaining 
will be returned to the interested party ^ as is provided by Article 85 of 
the Mining Eegnlations. 

Give notice of this decree and publish it. 

Blanco. 



Decree oe the Governor-General oi; October 31^ 1894. 

[Gazette of Manila, November 9, 1894.] 

Manila, October SI, 18H. 

By virtue of the authority vested in me, and in accordance with the 
recommendation of the Treasury Department, I order as follows : 

Art. 1. In accordance with the provisions of Article 76 of the Royal 
Decree of May 14, 1867, concerning the mining industry in these islands, 
mines and earth and dross heaps shall pay the following taxes : 

1. Mining claims of the dimensions mentioned in Paragraph 1 of 
Article 13 shall pay twenty dollars annually. 

2. Claims mentioned in Paragraph 2 of the same article, though of 
greater area than the others, shall only pay ten dollars. 

3. Earth and dross heaps shall pay annually twenty-five dollars for 
every 40,000 square meters of surface. 

4. Incomplete claims and overpluses shall pay in proportion to their 
respective areas. 

5. Permits to investigate shall pay ten dollars a year, whether con- 
taining one or two pertenencias. 

6. General galleries shall pay the corresponding tax in accordance 
with the number of mining claims reserved to them by the concession, 
the time commencing to run from the date of their registration or upon 
which permission was granted to investigate. 

Taxes shall commence to run from the date of the demarcation of the 
claims and of the concession of the permission to investigate, respectively. 

Art. 2. Mining claims of iron and combustible minerals shall be 
exempt from the annual tax for a period of thirty years, counting from 
the date of the publication of the Royal Decree of May 14, 1867. 

Art. 3. There shall also be paid 3 per cent of the gross output, without 
deducting for expenses of any kind. 

Combustible minerals and iron shall be exempted from the payment 
of this contribution of 3 per cent for a period of thirty years counting 
from the date of the publication of the Royal Decree mentioned in 
Article 2. 

Art. 4. All minerals of any kind can be exported from the islands 
and shall pay no export duty unless otherwise ordered by the Superior 
Government. 

Art. 5. The administration and collection of this tax upon mines and 
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earth and dross heaps shall be in charge of the Treasury. Therefore, 
the collection is to be made by officials and employees of that Depart- 
ment. 

Art. 6. The officials and employees shall transmit the funds collected 
by this tax to the Treasury, in accordance with the formalities of which 
they shall be instructed, crediting the amounts received to the account 
of the respective mine or earth and dross heap. 

Art. 7. Until transmitted, this amount so collected from mines 
and earth and dross heaps shall be deposited in provincial treasuries, 
receipts being given therefor. 

Art. 8. The amount to be collected by this tax, depending upon 
the number of pertenencias petitioned for under the provisions of the 
Mining Laws, shall be determined by the Treasury officials in the prov- 
inces, being given the necessary data by the central office as soon as 
demarcation of a claim has been made or the concession of permission 
to investigate granted. 

Art. 9. The governors shall assist the local Treasury officials upon 
request, and as soon as possible, with any necessary data, in order to 
establish a better and more efficient service. 

Art. 10. The collection of this tax shall be made every three months, 
the periods corresponding with those fixed for the collection of other 
taxes. 

Art. 11. Where the mines or earth and dross heaps belong to cor- 
porations, the president of the board of directors is responsible for the 
payment of the tax without prejudicing his right to compel contribution 
from his associates. When the tax is not paid, proceedings shall be 
directed against any known property belonging to the mine; and if 
there is no property, against the person exercising the duties of president 
of the board of directors. 

Art. 12. Using the same procedure mentioned in the preceding 
paragraph, proceedings shall be taken against companies to take ad- 
vantage of evidence discovered sufficient to form the basis of an action 
against them as owners of mines and earth and dross heaps which they 
have abandoned or which have been declared canceled. 

Art. 13. Until proprietors of mines and earth and dross heaps notify 
the General Directorate of Civil Administration of their intention 
to give up and abandon the same, they shall remain liable to the 
payment of the tax. If the abandonment takes place without giving that 
notice, the liability to the payment of the tax shall not cease until the 
mine or earth and dross heap is declared canceled by law, either by a 
decree or at the instance of a third party denouncing the same. 

Art. 14. The Treasury officials shall so proceed, on their own per- 
sonal responsibility, as to complete the collection bf the tax within the 
time ordered by Article 10. 
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Art. 15. The compulsory measures now in force, or that shall here- 
after be established, for the collection of taxes due the State shall be em- 
ployed against delinquents. 

Art. 16. When the persons liable for the payment of the tax be- 
come insolvent, the Treasury officials shall transmit the records to the 
General Directorate of Civil Administration, in order that the Director 
may declare, if he considers it proper, the cancellation of the mine or 
earth and dross heaps, as provided in Article 65 of the Royal Decree. 

Art. 17. Upon the granting of the said decree of cancellation, and 
upon its being entered in the records, the officials shall be instructed by 
the Treasury what action to take with reference to dropping the taxes 
referred to from the public accounts. 

Art. 18. Mine owners who dispose of the products of their claims, 
without having previously obtained the title to the property, shall suffer 
a fine of double the annual tax of the said claims, and of a triple amount 
in case of a subsequent offense. 

Art. 19. The Treasury officials will prepare a report at the end of 
every three months, in accordance with the annexed model, and transmit 
to the Treasury within the first fifteen days of the following month. 

This decree shall be published, notice given thereof to the Minister of 
the Colonies, and shall be sent to the Treasury to be carried out. 

Blanco. 
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Extract of the Eoyal Order of January 4, 1892. 

[Gazette of Manila, March 7, 1892.] 

This order decrees that the provisions of the Royal Order of April 10^ 
1891, relative to engineers of roads, canals, and ports shall be applicable 
to the engineers of the Department of Mines and the Forestry Depart- 
ment as regards the filling of vacancies, duties to be performed, and 
salaries. 

Decree of the Governor-General of March 27, 1895. 

[Gazette of Manila of April 1, 1895.] 

Manila, March 27, A. D. 1895. 
Having considered the petition of J ose Vidal y Prat, who has registered 
various concessions of gold-bearing sands in the pueblo of Paracale, Prov- 
ince of Ambos Camarines, and in accordance with the advice of the Gen- 
eral Inspectorate of Mines and the General Directorate of Civil Adminis- 
tration, I decree as follows : 

1. If the concessionaries of claims of gold-bearing sands of rivers and 
placers should find within the boundaries of their claims gold or other 
mineral in place which they would like to avail themselves of, they can 
commence to develop it, upon giving notice of the fact to the civil gov- 
ernor of the province and the General Inspectorate of Mines, in order 
that in the annual visits of the inspection the engineers can see if the 
necessary mining requisites have been complied with; it being specially 
provided that from the time of the commencement of this development of 
mineral in place the concessionaries shall employ the force of men 
required by law, as provided in Article 50 of the Royal Decree. 

2. If the person so working the gold-bearing sand does not comply with 
the obligations imposed by the preceding article, he shall incur the max- 
imum fine provided in Article 49 of the said Royal Decree. 

Publish this for general information and report it to the Minister of 
the Colonies. 

Echaluce. 



Extract from the Royal Order of November 12, 1895. 

[Gazette of Manila of January 1, 1896.] 

By reason of no information having been sent to Madrid since Sep- 
tember, 1892, regarding the mining industry of the Philippine Islands, 
in spite of the Royal Order of March 28, 1894, requesting the same, and 
because gold mines have been opened up in the meantime in Mambulao 
and Paracale, in Ambos Camarines, of which no report has been sent to 
Madrid, it is ordered that the General Inspectorate of Mines report to the 
Governor- General, which report shall be by him immediately transmitted 
to Madrid, concerning all mining concessions in the islands, their impor- 
tance, annual production, and value; a report of all gold-bearing lands 
and their probable outcome; and that the Governor-General shall order 
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reports in the future to be sent in periodically upon this important 
branch of the service. 

ToMAS Castellano. 



Extract from the Royal Order of May 31, 1896. 

[Gazette of Manila of July 26, 1896.] 

This order deals with the petition of J. C. Donaldson Sim for a conces- 
sion of coal mines at Tiling, in Cebu, and for the right to construct a rail- 
road for the development of said mines. The Government declared its 
willingness to grant the proposition of Donaldson Sim, but nevertheless 
considers it advisable to attempt to secure some other parties who will 
offer the same guaranties presented by Donaldson Sim and who will agree 
to more favorable terms. 

Therefore, the Inspectorates of Mines and Public Works will formu- 
late a list of conditions to be complied with, so that in case anyone desires 
to observe these conditions and submit a proposition satisfactory to the 
committee appointed by the Governor-General this official is authorized 
to concede the property and right to develop the same, and to construct 
the necessary railroads. 

ToMAS Castellano. 



Royal Order of August 21, 1896. 

Madrid, August 21, 1896, 

Having considered the petition transmitted by your excellency, No. 79, 
dated February 14, respecting the interpretation of the mining laws in 
force in those islands upon the right to the surface of mining claims, 
which petition was presented by the concessionary of the Santa Catalina 
and Aurora gold mines in Nueva Ecija, who claims the use of the 
surface ; 

Having considered the information given by the officials of the archi- 
pelago who were conversant with the matter; and having heard the 
Superior Commission of Mines and the Department of Industries of the 
Council of State; considering that no fundamental right is granted by 
the mineral laws in force in those islands or in the Peninsula conceding 
gratuitously the surface of the land upon the concession of a mine beneath 
the surface; considering that Articles 4, 5, and 56 of the Royal Decree 
allow the forcible deprivation of the land where miners can not agree 
with the surface owners, but when treating of lands of the State the 
application of this law not being proper, the only proceeding being to 
solicit the corresponding concession of the surface as laid down in a deci- 
sion of the Tribunal of Contencioso Administrativo of June 4, 1889 ; 

Therefore, in accordance with the decision of the Department of 
Government and Industries of the Council of State, His Majesty the 
King, whom God protect, and in his name the Queen Regent, has seen fit 
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to order that^ in revoking the provisional order adopted with reference to 
this petition under consideration by the General Directorate of Civil 
Administration of those islands, it be declared that owners of mining 
concessions can not occupy the surface of public lands except by a tem- 
porary concession previously made by the Governor- General of the archi- 
pelago, imposing upon the concessionary such special conditions as the 
natural characteristics of the land require, and also the following general 
conditions : 

That of paying an annual rent or tax proportionate to the adaptability 
of the land to agriculture or forestry. 

That of giving a sufficient bond to answer for any damages which may 
be caused to the trees or agricultural productions if there be such. 

That the concession will lapse and the lands revert to the State by 
failure to pay the tax assessed, by working out the claim, and by renunci- 
ation or abandonment of the same ; which conditions shall be established 
in accordance with the recommendation of the Inspector of the Forestry 
Department, which has charge of the preservation and supervision of the 
lands treated of. 

Communicated to you by royal order, to be published in part in the 
Gazette of Madrid, and in full in that of Manila. God protect your 
excellency, etc. 

ToMAS Castellano. 

To the Governor-General of the Philippine Islands. 



Manila, September 31, 1896. 
Comply with this order, publish it, and transmit it to the Directorate 
of Civil Administration for execution. 

Blanco. 



Extract from the Circular of the General Director of Civil 
Administration of June 13, 1887. 

[Gazette of Manila, June 15, 1887.] 

This circular gives instructions for the preparation of an annual report 
by the Department of Mines, instructing it to gather the necessary facts, 
not only from the proprietors of mines, but also to compel the petit gov- 
ernors of the localities where the mines are situated to furnish such infor- 
mation as they can acquire. 

The matters referred to in Model No. 5, hereto attached, and the loca- 
tion of mills for the reduction of ores, which are subject to the industrial 
tax, can be learned from the Department of the Treasury. 

Information given by interested parties can be verified by facts acquired 
elsewhere. 

In order to hasten the work and verify the facts the General Directo- 
rate of Civil Administration will remit any facts it may have conceming 
the mining of any province. 
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A particular feature of the report shall be the existence of alluvial 
gold-bearing ground where natives work in common and with no regu- 
larity, as is the case in Abra, Benguet, Lepanto, Leyte, Surigao, Misa- 
mis, Ilocos, Nueva Ecija, and Camarines jSTorte. In these provinces, and 
others where this work is being carried on, the petit governors shall be 
required to state the number of laborers engaged therein and the amount 
of gold secured. Merchants can furnish information on this subject 
because they acquire the results of these irregular workings by purchases 
being made from time to time. 
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Extract from the Eoyal Order of August 24, 1897. 

[Gazette of Manila, October 17, 1897.] 

1. The attached regulations, providing for the concession of the right 
to use timber for mining purposes growing on the public lands of the 
islands, are approved. 

2. In consequence of the provisions of said Eegulations, Article 27 of 
the Law of Forests, of November 13, 1884, in force in the island, is 
amended to read as follows : ^'The directors, managers, superintendents, 
and laborers of mines being developed shall enjoy the same privileges as 
are accorded to others relative to the cutting of wood for their personal 
use, and as to the timber necessary for mining purposes, that will be 
regulated by the special provisions enacted upon this matter in the 
accompanying regulations, or that may be enacted in the future. 

"ToMAS Castellano."' 



REGULATIONS GOVERNING CONCESSIONS OF TIMBER ON PUBLIC 
LANDS IN THE PHILIPPINE ISLANDS TO BE USED IN THE DEVEL- 
OPMENT OF MINES* 

[Gazette of Manila, October 17, 1897.] 

Art. 1. The General Directorate of Civil Administration can concede 
to owners of mines or the representatives of mining companies the tim- 
ber necessary to be used in the timbering of shafts and tunnels, as well 
as in the construction of buildings for mills, warehouses, assay offices, 
quarters for laborers, and other similar uses, at one-half the price fixed 
by the official tariff in force for the sale of woods upon public lands. 

Ab,t. 2. The same General Directorate can concede gratuitously the 
products of the public lands which are to be used as firewood in the 
mining industry; but under no circumstances can they give to this use 
trees from which timber could be manufactured. 

Art. 3. In order to obtain the benefits mentioned in the preceding 
article, the concessionaries of mines, either personally or through agents 
lawfully authorized, shall petition for the use of timber and firewood 
necessary to carry on their work by means of an application, which shall 
be transmitted to the General Directorate of Civil Administration, 
through the General Inspectorate of Mines, showing the mineral con- 
cessions which the petitioners possess or represent, the lands upon which 
the material is to be cut, the kinds of timber and firewood which they 
desire, the approximate quantity needed, and the use which is to be 
made of the same. The General Inspectorate of Mines upon being 
informed of these petitions will show if the concessions really exist which 
are referred to in the petition ; if for the development of the mine the 
timber and firewood are, or are not, necessary; also if the petitioner has 
formerly complied with all duties imposed upon him by the mineral law. 

Art. 4. The General Inspectorate of Mines will afterwards send the 
M L 9 
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4 
petition^ with the facis mentioned in the preceding article, to the Gen- 
eral Inspectorate of Forests, which hy means of the facts known to its 
staff of the state and condition of the lands in which the timber is to 
be procured, after considering the facts already written in the petition, 
will propose to the General Directorate what ought to be done. 

Art. 5. Licenses for this kind of concessions will be good for one year, 
within which time shall be completed the cutting, preparation, and 
gathering of the timber or wood as well as its transportation to the 
mining concession where it is to be used. 

Art. 6. During the time mentioned in the preceding article, the 
procuring of the timber will be under the supervision of a person author- 
ized to take charge of the products of forests. 

Art. 7. All the timber or wood cut by the concessionary which at the 
expiration of the time above mentioned shall remain in the place where 
it was cut or collected should be removed by him during the three fol- 
lowing months, but only upon the payment of the entire price mentioned 
in the official tariff, and if it is not done before the expiration of this 
second term, he will be obliged to place them wherever told, where they 
shall remain at the disposition of the administration. 

Art. 8. The concessionary shall notify the proper official of the 
Forestry Department of the day upon which he commences operations, 
as well as the day upon which he concludes the same. Likewise he 
will notify said official of the place where the timber is collected, 
sending also a statement of the kind of wood, the number of pieces, 
and the dimensions, in order that the said official can investigate 
the same, count the number of pieces, ascertain the cubic measurement 
of the same, and fix the tax; upon which result it shall be ordered that 
the concessionary shall pay into the Treasury the sum estimated. Until 
the receipt for this payment is presented, the wood can not be disposed 
of nor moved from the place where the same has been collected. 

Art. 9. Upon being advised by the concessionary that, having the wood 
gathered, the official will inspect the same, count the number of pieces, 
ascertain the cubic measurement of the same, and fix the tax in as short 
a time as is compatible with the other interests placed in his hands. If 
the operations mentioned are delayed long enough to do damage to the 
concessionary, he will appeal to the chief of that district in charge of 
forests, laying the matter before him so that he can have the matter 
attended to and fix the responsibility on the official who, without being 
justified, caused the said injury. When the reason for not having moved 
the timber before the expiration of one year after the date of the license 
is that the official did not present himself at the proper time to carry out 
the operations above mentioned in spite of being notified, the conces- 
sionary is freed from the responsibility mentioned in the seventh article. 

Art. 10. The investigations and accountings may be made from time 
to time, but on condition that the quantity collected each time shall be 
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large enough to avoid obligating the officials of the Department to leave 
their official abodes with such frequency as to interfere with the transac- 
tion of other business. 

Akt. 11. Whenever timber has to be transported from the place where 
it is collected to the place where it is to be used, there shall be sent with 
it a statement in writing, signed b}^ the concessionary, stating the num- 
ber of pieces, the kind of timber, and the dimensions. 

Art. 12. While the concessionary is procuring the timber conceded, 
he will be responsible for all damages caused on the land where the same 
is being cut, if his employees do not jeport it or notify in writing the 
official of the Department in charge inside of six days, indicating the 
wrongdoer or satisfactorily showing the cause. 

Art. 13. The substitution of one kind of timber by another of a 
higher-priced group, as well as cutting a greater amount than was con- 
ceded, without having previously obtained the necessary authorization 
from the General Directorate, will be punished by the payment of the 
entire value of the tariff schedule on material of this class; and should 
this timber be devoted to a use different from the one set forth in the 
petition — that is, for the development of the mine — they shall be pun- 
ished not only by the payment of the full value, but also an additional 
payment in the nature of a fine. 

Art. 14. Other failures to comply with the law will be punished in 
accordance with the provisions of the Eegulations applicable to this 
department. 

Art. 15. The General Inspectorate of Forests may dictate the instruc- 
tions considered necessary relative to the place where the cutting is to 
be done, and the manner of doing same, in order to avoid damage to 
tbp land. 

Art. 16. If in spite of what is laid down in the preceding articles the 
concessionary continues to commit abuses which shall be proved in a 
petition presented for this purpose, the General Directorate will declare 
the concession canceled, and the concessionary will lose the timber that 
may be cut, also becoming liable for any damage that may have 
been done. 

Approved by Royal Order of this date. 

Madrid, August 2Jf, 1897. 
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Personal — Eoyal Order, November 27, 1875. 

[Gazette of Manila, January 22, 1876.] 

Excellent Sir: On the 12th of June last the following Eoyal Order 
was issued by this Ministry: 

Excellent Sir: In view of the respective complaints brought before this Min- 
istry by chief engineers of mines and forests who serve in the province under your 
command, setting forth the difference which exists in receipts of the character of 
allowances, compared with those which are fixed for engineers of roadways, canals, 
and ports and who serve in that locality, showing the damages and disadvantages 
under which they labor in various senses on account of this inequality, for which 
reason they believe that they have good grounds upon which to found their claims, 
and requesting a complete equalization of incomes; considering that the creation 
of the corps of engineers for roadways followed that of mines, having been con- 
stituted and equipped by the Royal Decrees of the 30th of April, 1835, in treating 
of the corps of civil engineers formed from both, and of which one part constituted, 
at the proper time, a corps of engineers of forests, likewise on the 14th of April, 
1836, 9th of March and 26th of October, 1853, and the 2d of February, 1859; con- 
sidering that by the Royal Orders of the 12th of August, 1848, 18th of April, 1853, 
and the Royal Decree of the 17th of March, 1854, the corps of engineers of forests 
was equipped as a whole, together with those already existing, and which corps, 
at present, has equal rights as to classes, rank, income, and allowances; consider- 
ing that by the decree of the 2d of September, 1873, the proper administrative rank 
of the three corps which serve in the provinces of the colonies was fixed, according 
to the provisions of the Organic Royal Decree ©f the 3d of June, 1866, which estab- 
lished the different ranks of the civil employees of the colonies, assigning the 
income pertaining to each of them ; considering that, as a consequence of the fore- 
going provision, salaries corresponding to the administrative classes and ranks 
ought to be entirely equal for the engineers of the three civil corps who serve in 
the colonies, and the same as to allowances ; but as the latter have not been equal, 
it results that the sum total of income is less than that assigned to the engineers 
of the corps presenting the petition requesting equalization; taking into con- 
sideration that posterior to the said provisions no regulation exists of general 
character upon which this difference may be founded in prejudice to the engineers 
of mines and forests, in regard to the assignments made in the estimates in force 
for those of roadways. His Majesty the King (w. G. g.) has pleased to order: (1) 
That, counting from the next year of 1875-76, the assignment of allowances to 
engineers of mines and forests in that province shall be equal to that assigned 
in the estimates of 1874-75 for engineers of roadways, which the latter have been 
receiving in accordance with their respective administrative classes and ranks, so 
that between salary and allowances each one of the three corps shall receive the 
same income. (2) That this equalization shall have a general character, extend- 
ing to Puerto Rico and the Philippines, in the current estimates for which the 
same difference of allowances is shown, which difference, for reasons of equity and 
justice, ought to disappear in order that the total income of the engineers of the' 
three civil corps may once again become equal. 

135 



136 ABSTRACT OF MINING LAWS. 

Personal — Eoyal Order^ November 16, 1877. 

[Gazette of Manila, January 16, 1878.] 

Excellent Sir: The administrative rank of the engineers of road- 
ways, mines, and forests having been determined by decree of the 26th 
of September, 1873, and it being proper also to fix that of the aides and 
assistants in said branch, who serve in these islands; and taking into 
consideration likewise the propriety of increasing the income which at 
present the engineers, aides, and assistants of said corps in these prov- 
inces enjoy, bettering somewhat their situation. His Majesty the King 
(w. G. g.) has been pleased to resolve the following: (1) The principal 
aides of public works and the assistants of the same class of mines and 
forests shall have the administrative rank of chiefs of bureau of the 
third class; aides and assistants of the first class that of first clerks of 
administration; aides and assistants of the second class, that of second 
clerks of administration; aides and assistants of the third class, that of 
third clerks of administration; aides and assistants of the fourth class, 
that of fourth clerks of administration. (2) The salaries which they shall 
enjoy shall correspond to the said ranks. (3) The allowances of the 
engineers of the three corps and of their respective aides and assistants 
shall be as set forth following : Chief engineers of the first class, resident 
in the capital, shall have $2,250, and those residing outside the capital, 
$1,950; chief engineers of the second class, residing in the capital, 
$2,000; outside of the capital, $1,700; first engineers m the capital, 
$1,800; outside the capital, $1,600; second engineers in the capital, 
$1,500; outside the capital, $1,300. Principal aides and assistants in the 
capital, $1,300; and outside, $1,200; first aides and assistants in the 
capital, $1,200; outside, $1,000'; second aides and assistants in the cap- 
ital, $1,100; outside, $1,000; third aides and assistants in the capital, 
$1,000; outside, $900; fourth aides and assistants in the capital, 
$900; outside, $800. (4) The administrative rank and the salaries and 
allowances of the chiefs of the corps of roadways, mines, and forests in 
those islands shall continue such as at present, according to the provisions 
in force in regard to the same. (5) Administrative ranks fixed by this 
decree and the corresponding salaries, as well as the allowances for 
engineers, aides, and assistants in the said branches, shall commence and 
be in force from the 1st of January, 1878, for those who reside in the 
islands, and from the date of their appointment for those newly desig- 
nated for such services in said islands. 

Decree or the Governor-General of the 12th of January, 1878. 

[Gazette of Manila of the 18th.] 

In view of Eoyal Order No. 847, of the 16th of November last, by 
which His Majesty has seen fit to fix the administrative rank which pro- 
fessional aides and assistants of the corps of roadways, mines, and forests 
in service in these islands shall enjoy, and likewise the allowances which 
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in the future said functionaries and engineers of the same branches shall 
receive, according as they reside within or without the capital ; 

In view of Article 5 of the said order, in which is definitely expressed 
the administrative rank and the new salaries and allowances assigned 
to the said personnel, and that the same shall take effect from the 1st 
day of January, 1878, as to those residing in the archipelago; 

Considering that it is necessary to personally notify each one of the 
functionaries comprehended in the said Koyal Order of the rank and 
income belonging to them from the said date, in order that they may 
enter upon the legitimate enjoyment of their new rights and no im- 
pediment may be placed upon the recognition of their rank and the pay- 
ment of the income which in the future pertain to them; 

Considering that although it is the prerogative of the Government of 
His Majesty to give said personal notice, and the same is expected by 
the next mail, still the lists ought to be made up so that, according to 
the sovereign will, the said functionaries residing in these islands may 
enjoy the new rank and income dating from the 1st day of the present 
month ; 

Considering that, although the Eoyal Order of the 16th of November 
does not set forth in detail in its Article 2 the salaries belonging to each 
administrative rank, this is clearly fixed in Article 15 of the organic 
Koyal Decree concerning civil careers of the public administration of the 
colonies, dated June 3, 1866, and there can be no doubt, therefore, in the 
assignment of the said salaries for the purpose of carrying into effect 
Article 1 of the Eoyal Decree mentioned ; 

Considering that the allowances of the said functionaries are concretely 
set forth in the third article of the said sovereign provision, and there is 
no doubt as to the individual assignments since it is determined by the 
residence of each ; 

This General Government, in conformity with the recommendation of 
the Inspector- General of Public Works and the Director-General of Civil 
Administration, decrees the following : 

1. The administrative ranks, salaries, and allowances, which, in com- 
pliance with the provisions of Eoyal Order ]Sro.847, of the 16th of N'ovem- 
ber last, shall take effect from the 1st of the present month as regards 
each of the engineers of the corps of roadways, and of the aides of the 
same, resident in these islands, and which compose at present the ^^Gen- 
eral Inspection of Public Works,^^ shall be as follows : Chief Engineer of 
the Second Class Don Eduardo Lopez N^avarro shall continue to receive 
a salary of $1,500 annually, which was assigned him by the decrees of the 
Government of the Eepublic of the 26th of September, 1873, by which he 
was given the rank of chief of administration of the third class, and he 
shall also in the future receive an allowance of $2,000 annually, which, 
on account of his residence in the capital, is assigned to him by Article 3 
of the Eoyal Order of the 16th of November last. First Engineer Don 
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Vicente Euiz y Martin shall continue to receive the salary of $1,200 
assigned to him by Eoyal Order appointing him of the 7th of January, 
1874, in accordance with the rank of chief of bureau of the first class, 
which belongs to him, in conformity with the said decree of the Govern- 
ment of the Eepublic of the 26th of September, 1873, and he shall receive 
in the future an annual allowance of $1,800, to which he has a right on 
account of residing in this capital, and by virtue of the provisions of 
Article 3 of the said Eoyal Order of the 16th of November last past. 
Chief Aide Don Luis Martinez Illecas shall have the rank of chief of 
bureau of the third class, which is his according to Article 1 of the said 
Eoyal Order, the annual salary of $800 assigned to said rank by Article 
15 of the Organic Eoyal Decree of the 3d of June, 1866, and an allow- 
ance of $1,300 annually on account of residing in this capital, as set forth 
in Article 3 of the said Eoyal Order of November 16. Second Assistants 
Don Maria de Fuentes, Don Mateo Valencia y Barron, and Don Sebastian 
Jove y Padrol shall have the rank of second clerks of administration and 
a salary of $600 corresponding to the same according to the aforesaid pro- 
visions, and shall receive an allowance of $1,100 on account of residence 
in Manila. Second Assistants Don Menandro de Camara y Cruz and Don 
Federico Cabanas y Linares shall have, as those mentioned, the rank of 
second clerks of administration, and the same salary of $600, but the 
allowance of each of these functionaries shall be limited to $1,000 annu- 
ally, according to Article 3 of the Eoyal Order of the 16th of November, 
because both reside outside of the capital. Third Assistants Don Felipe 
Vara y Saenz, Don Antonio Lopez Martin, and Don Mariano Hernandez 
Benedet shall have the rank of third clerks of administration and salary 
of $500 annually assigned to said rank; but the first two shall receive an 
allowance of $900 each annually because they live outside the capital, and 
the last shall receive $1,000 because he resides within the same. 

2. The Inspector-Oeneral of Public Works, Don Manuel Eamire^ y 
Bazan, and Chief Engineer of the First Class Don Genaro Palacios y 
Guerra, whose cases are not considered by the Eoyal Order of November 
16, shall continue to receive the salary and allowance assigned to them by 
the Eoyal Decrees of October 8, 1875, and June 22, 1877, which gives 
them the rank of chiefs of administration of the first and second classes, 
respectively. 

3. The said Eoyal Order of the 16th of November last, referring, vari- 
ous times, exclusively to "engineers of roadways, mines, and forests, and 
to aides and assistants of said corps,^^ the said architect, Don Luis Cespe- 
des, and superintendent of construction, Don Eaf ael Janin, not belonging 
to either of these corps, notwithstanding they serve in the office of the 
Inspector-General of Public Works and form part of the personnel of 
said center, by virtue of the provisions of Eoyal Order No. 515, of the 
28th of July, 1876, shall continue to receive the salary and allowance 
respectively assigned to them by said Eoyal Order, without prejudice 
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to whatever the Government of His Majesty may resolve concerning their 
cases. 

The Office of the Director-General of Civil Administration shall com- 
municate this decree to the office of the Director-General of the Treasury 
and other centers as well as to interested parties; and report of the said 
decree^ accompanied by a copy of the same, shall be made to the Minister 
of Colonies, requesting his final approval of the provisions of the same, a 
decision as to Architect Don Luis Cespedes and Superintendent of Con- 
struction Don Eafael Janin, and an explanation of the points mentioned 
by the Inspector-General of Public Works as to the interpretation of the 
provisions concerning residences for the receipt of allowances, and the 
form and manner in which differences should be settled in cases of the 
change of residence of any functionary. 

Royal Order of September 2, 1871. 

[Gazette of Manila of November 5.] 

Excellent Sir: By Eoyal Order of the 25th of June last, issued by 
the Minister of Fomento, the following is provided : 

Excellent Sir: In view of the communication of your excellency of the 20th 
of April of the last year, and taking into account the considerations set forth in 
the same, His Majesty the King (w. G. g.) has deigned to extend to the corps of 
engineers of mines and forests and to professional personnel of the same the pro- 
visions of the Royal Order issued from this Ministry on the 24th of February, 
1879, with the amplifications contained in that which was issued by that in charge 
of your excellency on the 14th of September of the same year, inserted in the 
Gazette of the 18th of the same month ; it being also the will of His Majesty that 
the propriety of extending also to said corps and their assistants the order of the 
8th of April, 1873, be suggested to your excellency, which order was issued for the 
engineers of roads, canals, and ports, and assistants on public works, in view of 
the similarity which exists in the organization of tlie said three corps, and in the 
conditions and income of the personnel of the same serving in the Peninsula and in 
the ultramarine provinces. All of which His Majesty the King (w. G. g.) has 
deigned to direct to be transmitted to your excellency, and orders at the same time 
that there be added to the said Royal Order the following provisions from the 
order of the 8th of April, 1873, applied to the professional personnel of mines and 
forests in the provinces of the colonies: 

1. Engineers w^ho serve six years in the provinces of the colonies shall have the 
right to return to the Peninsula; those who serve in Cuba and Puerto Rico pre- 
senting the request two months in advance, and those in the Philippines four 
months in advance. 

2. Engineers who while serving in the colonies may obtain any promotion in the 
Peninsula and the corresponding promotion in those provinces must enjoy said 
promotion in the said provinces for three years in order to preserve it upon 
returning to Spain, without prejudice to the right of the Government to order 
their return if on account of said promotion there does not exist a vacancy in 
the new rank in the personnel approved for the colonies in which said services are 
rendered. 

3. When engineers, after the expiration of their term of service in the colonies, 
request to remain in said provinces, the Government will grant or refuse the 
request according as the exigencies of the service demand. 
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4. In computing the time which engineers may have served in the colonies the 
time passed on sick leave shall not be discounted, but time on leave for engaging in 
private business, even if the leave is obtained before a year's residence in said 
provinces, shall be discounted, and said computation shall always be made from 
the day on which, in conformity with Articles 73 and 74 of the Organic Regula- 
tions for civil employment in the public administration of the colonies, of the 6th 
of June, 1866, the engineers cease to receive salary or half salary, according to the 
case, until the day upon which they again receive full salary. 

5. The provisions set forth in respect to engineers of mines and forests shall 
also be applicable to professional assistants of the corps for mines, of the Penin- 
sula, who serve in the colonies. 

PROVISIONS AS TO THE CLASSIFICATION OF THE PROFESSIONAL 
WORK OF THE DEPARTMENT. 

Royal Order of June 8, 1892. 

Excellent Sir: Your excellency's letter No. 530^, of I^ovember 27 
last^ with inclosure relative to classifying the professional work of the 
Department of Mines pursuant to the Eoyal Order of September 30 last, 
has been read; also the decree issued by your excellency conformably to 
the report of the Inspectorate-General of Mines and the General Direc- 
tion of Civil Administration of those islands. And the assimilation 
established in that decree between the work of the professional personnel 
of mines and that of public works being justified^ in so far as it alludes to 
the application of the first of the Kegulations of Salaries issued for the 
second on the 26th of April, 1867, His Majecty has seen fit to approve the 
decree of your excellency. 

An extract of this resolution shall be published in the Gazette of 
Madrid, and the whole of it in that of Manila. 
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MINES. 
Decree of the Superior Civil Government or January 29, 1846. 

Desiring to promote, in every possible way, the mineral industry of 
these islands, after having consulted the council created by the Eoyal 
Order of March 24, 1841, and in the light of what has been proposed by 
a meeting of persons who by their character, occupation, and knowledge 
deserve my confidence, I have decreed, ad interim and subject to His 
Majesty^s approbation, the following Kegulations: 

Article 1. Inasmuch as the supreme control of the mines of the whole 
Kingdom belongs to the Crown and the Eoyal Seiiory, no one shall have 
the right to exploit them, except those who have obtained it by special 
concession of this Supreme Government, and those who hereafter obtain 
it, in accordance with this ,Eegulation. 

Art. 2. The following are objects of mining : Precious stones and all 
substances properly metallic, combustible, and saline, whether encoun- 
tered upon the surface of the earth or in its interior. 

Art. 3. Every Spaniard, every stranger naturalized or established in 
these islands with the necessary permission, every Indian, mestizo, and 
Chinaman may freely prospect in order to discover and acquire veins of 
the minerals mentioned in Article 2, whether it be upon commons of the 
Crown or of the towns or upon lands of private individuals, subject to 
the obligation to repair all damages caused by the operations, giving 
bond therefor in advance, to the satisfaction of the proprietor. 

Art. 4. The following can not be proprietors of mines nor take any 
part in them : 

1. The Governor, chief mayors (alcaldes mayores), the lieutenant- 
governors, inspector of mines, and special employees of that branch of 
the service. 

2. Notaries public (escribanos), within the boundaries of their prov- 
inces. 

3. Parish priests and other ecclesiastics. 

Art. 5. To obtain a mining concession, application must be made to 
the inspectorate of that department or to the subdelegate in the prov- 
inces, preparing in writing the proper registry if it be new, or the loca- 
tion (denuncio) if it be abandoned or already located by another person. 
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Akt. 6. When the location or registry is made, the subdelegates shall 
note upon the margin the day and hour of its presentation, and shall 
forward it to the inspectorate of the department, giving to the party 
interested a certificate for his protection. 

Art. 7. Within ten days thereafter, the party intrusted shall designate 
the situation of his claim to the vein. 

Art. 8. He must likewise, within ninety days sink a shaft or make 
an excavation at least 10 Spanish yards deep. 

Art. 9. The inspector shall appoint a day on which he will have an 
inspection at the work, which shall be done by said inspector, or by a 
subordinate named by him, and he shall proceed to mark off the land, 
and fix the stakes and landmarks, and put the party interested into 
formal possession, making report thereof to the Superior Government 
and to the General Direction of Mines. 

Art. 10. An official paper shall be given to the party interested to 
serve as title to the mine. 

Art. 11. When the party interested wishes to reserve the site or place 
located, he may so state in a document, sealed and stamped, and in this 
condition it will be forwarded to the inspector, in which case the periods 
fixed by Articles 7 and 8 shall count from the day when the party inter- 
ested is notified of the admission of the location or registry. 

Art. 12. Every mining claim (pertenencia) shall be 200 Spanish 

yards loDg in the direction of the trend of the vein, and the half of that 

in width, the last-mentioned line forming a right angle with the first. 

In veins of bituminous coal they shall be 600 yards long by 100 wide. 

Art. 13. The parallelogram formed by the claim shall be staked off 

with stakes or landmarks which must not vary. 

Art. 14. All the official documents mentioned in Articles 6, 7, 9, and 
11 will be free for the present. 

Art. 15. The proprietor of a mine will be owner not only of the part 
of the vein located and registered, and included within the dimensions in 
Article 12, but also of all that in any shape or situation can be found 
upon the claim, even though they be of different kind. 

Art. 16. Ground which lies between two or more contiguous mines 
and yet does not form a complete claim (pertenencia) shall be held to be 
surplusage (demasia) and shall be given to whomsoever asks it, provided 
always that the concessionaries shall not be compelled to do the labor 
upon it within the time fixed by the inspector. 

Art. 17. When the space included between the various mines allotted 
has an area of 20,000 square yards, the claim shall be granted to him 
who registers or locates it, even though it has not the rectangular figure 
furnished by Articles 12 and 13, 

Art. 18. Neither for the mines granted by virtue of this Eegulation 
nor for its products shall any tax be paid until this Superior Govern- 
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ment considers that in view of the state of prosperity of the industry it 
can support it. 

Art. 19. By virtue of the preceding article^ the small tax which the 
towns of Mambulao and Paracale now pay under the title of "Quinto de 
Minas^^ shall cease. 

Art. 20. Auriferous sands and all other mineral products of rivers 
and placers shall be free for use without any necessity for license or other 
formality so long as not conducted on a large scale in fixed establish- 
ments. 

Art. 21. The mines shall be worked according to the instructions 
given by the Inspectorate, and can not suspend operations without previ- 
ous notice to that body, which shall take care to collect all the data it 
can concerning the mine which it is proposed to abandon, even to the 
plan or map of it, for safe-keeping and other desirable uses. 

Art. 22. Concessions of mines shall be perpetual, and so long as the 
miners fulfill the obligations and conditions established in this Regula- 
tion they may dispose of them and of their products just as of any other 
property whatever, reporting the fact to the inspector or subdelegate, as 
the case may be, in case of alienating the mines. 

Art. 23. The right acquired in a mine may be lost and will be liable 
to be denounced in the following cases: 

1. When the party interested does not present himself within ten days 
to mark off the site of the mine according to Article 7. 

2. When the work on the land spoken of in Article 8 is not done within 
the ninety days. 

3. When the complete recognition of the mine is impossible by reason 
of the notice provided in Article 21 not having been given in time. 

4. When they suspend work for four consecutive months, or for eight 
months, though not consecutive, in the space of a year. 

5. When by using only the higher works of the mine the deeper works 
become fiooded, and the owner, being required to do so by virtue of a 
"denunciation^^ filed by another, does not bind himself to drain it within 
four months, or more, if the inspector sees fit. 

Art. 24. In order for a mine to be regarded as occupied, it must have 
at least eight operatives engaged in some work upon it, interior or 
exterior. 

Art. 25. IsTo person can levy process against the miner on the mine nor 
its dependencies nor ore-extracting plants, nor its machinery, tools, min- 
erals, nor anything for the use and labor in the mines. They can only 
levy upon the net products of the mines, whatever is necessary to the con- 
tinuance of the labor being always exempt. 

Art. 26. When the proprietors, the directors, and those charged with 
looking after the mines and ore-extracting plants are to be arrested for 
some trivial cause it shall be, if agreeable to them, at their mines or in the 
town within whose boundaries the said mines are. 

ML 10 
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Art. 27. CompiTlsory labor and conscription of workmen shall not be 
allowed. The proprietors may seek operatives and workmen needed by 
negotiation and contract. But the chief mayors and governors of prov- 
inces are authorized to appeal to unemployed laborers^ in order to help 
the mining people. 

When there are a number of such appeals^ distribution and allotment 
thereof shall be made by the inspector if he be in the province, and in his 
absence by the subdelegate. 

Art. 28. Miners shall have the right to acquire the land which they 
need for the service of their mines and extracting the products, just com- 
pensation, to be paid by agreement or by expert appraisement, being first 
paid to the landowner. 

Art. 29. Likewise they may use the pasture lands and waters, the logs 
and timber of the forests and mountains that are for the common use of 
the towns. 

Art. 30. It shall be the duty of the governor and chief mayor of the 
provinces to remove all obstacles to the transfer of workmen who wish to 
go to work in mines situated in provinces or towns outside their territory. 

Art. 31. Miners shall have the right to satisfy the personal service 
duty of their operatives by paying for each one two reals a month to the 
tax funds of the town of their residence. 

Art. 32. Foreigners who go to work in the mines and mining proper- 
ties shall be exempt from reprisal in case of war, and for that reason shall 
not be molested as to their persons or goods so long as they obey the exist- 
ing laws and provisions. 

Art. 33. If the owner of a mine or anyone else open a horizontal shaft 
by which other mines are drained, he shall have the right to require the 
owners thereof to pay a share of the expenses proportionate to the benefit 
received; and if this benefit can not be at once decided upon, they shall 
contribute as far as may be equally, according to what the poorest mine 
shall pay, the whole matter being subject to review by the Inspector of 
Mines, who shall, if possible, bring about an agreement among the parties. 

Art. 34. If the shaft pass through abandoned mines, the person open- 
ing said shaft shall be owner of the same, provided he denounces them. 

Both new and abandoned mines shall be held as occupied during the 
time the work of constructing the shaft continues. 

Art. 35. The Department of Mines shall have exclusive jurisdiction in 
matters concerning which contentions may arise. 

These matters shall be understood to be disputes concerning discov- 
eries, registry, denouncements, measurements, and claims of mines, their 
drains, fissures, entrances, abandonments, taking out props, and every- 
thing which may be done in the same to the prejudice of their working 
and in conflict with these Kegulations; likewise concerning redemptions 
or purchases of ores from the immediate products of their works; con- 
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cerning machinery for the same, agreements for advancement of money 
or the setting up of mines and services of exploitation, and other con- 
tracts concerning both ; concerning the erection of buildings which may 
be required upon the claim, and other things of like nature. 

Art. 36. In first instance, the authorities intrusted with the adminis- 
tration of justice in their respective provinces shall for the present exer- 
cise jurisdiction over mines, with appeal to such tribunal as may be desig- 
nated by these Eegulations. 

Art. 37. Proceedings shall be had in these affairs briefly and summar- 
ily, in accordance with truth and good faith, and no judicial action shall 
be entered without first having attempted a conciliation of the parties; 
and when the amount involved in the suit does not exceed 100 pesos it 
shall be heard and determined in a verbal proceeding and the decision 
shall be executory. 

Art. 38. The appellate tribunal shall be composed of the Governor 
Captain- General as president, the Superintendent of the Koyal Treasury, 
the most newly appointed judge of the Eoyal Audiencia, the chief 
accountant of the Department of Accounts, and the Inspector of Mines. 

Art. 39. In the absence, sickness, or inability to attend of the Gov- 
ernor Captain- General, the Superintendent shall act as president. 

Art. 40. For its internal control and management the tribunal shall 
make its own regulations. 

Art. 41. When the judgment in second instance confirms that of the 
first instance it shall be executory and shall be carried into due effect. 

Art. 42. A party feeling himself aggrieved by the decisions of the 
tribunal of mines may make use of such resources as the law affords 
before the Government of His Majesty. 

Art. 43. During the litigation the mines shall not be closed nor the 
work suspended, nor shall the person in possession be deprived of the 
same for any cause or motive ; but the opposite party shall be permitted 
to have, at his own cost, an interventor who may take account of the prod- 
ucts and expenses of the mine. 

Art. 44. The fact that a mine is in litigation shall not alter the pro- 
visions' of Articles 23 and 24 of these Eegulations. 

Art. 45. The expenses of the development and working of mines in 
litigation shall not enter into the contention, but shall be promptly paid, 
with preference, although the product of the mine may not extend to 
other obligations. 

Art. 46. In case of the failure of necessary funds for the working of 
any mine in litigation, the creditor or creditors who may furnish the same 
shall have preference in the products which may be obtained, not only for 
the recovery of what they may have advanced, but also for the total 
amount of their claim, whatever may be its origin and nature. 

Art. 47. The general government of the mining industries shall be in 
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charge of the Engineer Inspector of Mines^ and in the provinces the gov- 
ernors and alcaldes mayores shall be subdelegates of said inspector. 

Art. 48. The Inspector of Mines shall be under the direct and imme- 
diate orders of the Governor Captain- General of these islands and the 
Director- General of Mines in the Peninsula. The subdelegates shall 
report directly to the Inspector of Mines, under whose orders they shall be. 

Art. 49. The Inspector of Mines can not carry into effect any Eoyal 
Order without the express order of the Superior Government, nor comply 
with the provisions ordered by the Director-General, without his knowl- 
edge and consent. 

Art. 50. The duties of the Inspector-General of Mines consist in : 

1. The promoting and developing of the important department of 
mining. 

2. Observing and causing to be strictly observed these Kegulations. 

3. Inspecting and overseeing works and operations of mines in order to 
secure good order and regularity. 

4. The visiting of mines at least, each one, once in two years. 

Art. 51. Such trips as the inspector may make for the purpose of com- 
plying with the duties imposed by these Kegulations shall be considered 
as in service. 

Art. 52. The duties of subdelegates consist in: 

1. Eeceiving denouncements or registries of mines according to 
Article 6. 

2. Procuring the observance of these Eegulations in so far as they have 
authority, and the inspector may delegate to them. 

Art. 53. Irregular and imperfect work of mines which is being carried 
on in various points of these islands shall be permitted to continue, but 
they may be denounced in the following cases : 

1. When they cease operation for two months consecutively, or four 
months at different times during the year. 

2. When they have not at least four operatives upon the works. 

Art. 54. Works of the same class which may be undertaken after the 
publication of these Kegulations may be denounced, the person denounc- 
ing the same giving a guaranty to respond for damages which he may 
cause if he does not comply with the obligations which are imposed by 
Articles 7 and 8. 

Art. 55. The use of powder is prohibited in works mentioned in the 
two preceding articles. 

Art. 56. These Kegulations shall cover all matters relating to the 
mining department; and all cases not covered by the same shall be sub- 
ject to the laws and provisions in force concerning the matter. 

And, for due publicity, these Kegulations shall be printed, published, 
and circulated by the authorities, and sent to the chiefs of the provinces 
of the district of this Government. 



APPENDIX E. 149 

EoYAL Order of the 18th of June, 1850. 

Excellent Sir : Her Majesty the Queen, having been informed of the 
contents of your letter No. 6, of the 21st of January of the present year, 
and of the petition which you remit of Don Antonio Hernandez, as- 
sistant in the office of the Inspector of Mines of those islands, in ac- 
cordance with the advice and opinion of the Section of Colonies, the 
Navy and the Treasury of the Royal Council, has seen fit to order that, 
reserving what may hereafter be determined concerning the application 
of the law and Regulations of mines in the colonies, the provisions of 
Article 39 of the Regulations, approved on the 31st day of July, 1849, 
which treats of the compensation of engineers in commission for the 
Government, which obliges them to leave the capital or head of the dis- 
trict in which they are located or the place of their habitual residence, 
be extended for the present to the Philippines. 

Royal Order of May 3, 1851. 
Authorizes the Governor-General to ^^farm out^^ convicts for work on 
mines, the enterprise to pay a reasonable price for their labor, and also 
the wages of the guard, and requiring 8 per cent of the product to be 
paid to the State. 

Royal Order of the 31st of July, 1851. 

Madrid, July SI, 1851. 

Most Excellent Sir : The Queen being informed of the contents of 
your excellency's letters Nos. 76, 92, and 104 of January 7, February 20, 
and April 4 of this year, and the documents accompanying the first and 
last, concerning concessions for the working of gold-bearing earths, the 
Queen, in conformity with the opinion of the superior professional board 
of mines, has been pleased to confirm the approval given by your excel- 
lency to the proposition submitted, on the 5th of last March, by the 
Inspector of Mines of those islands. 

By royal order, etc. 

To the Governor-General of the Philippines. 

THE PROPOSITION REFERRED TO- 

1. Gold-bearing sands and any other mineral productions of rivers or 
placers are of free use and advantage, without the necessity of permission 
or other formality, if said operations are not carried on in fixed 
establishments. 

2. Registries or denouncements of claims of gold-bearing sands shall 
be admitted when the petitioners show that they wish to carry on the 
operations in a large scale; but they shall not be granted until a fixed 
establishment has been constructed in which the product can be refined, 
it being understood that said constructions, with the apparatus necessary, 
shall be able to work and refine at least 400 quintals of sand per day, 
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whatever be the method adopted, and an engineer of the district shall 
certify thereto. 

3. While the fixed establishment is in course of construction and being 
prepared for the work, the land registered within the limits where said 
establishment may be shall continue to be of free use, except such part 
as the engineer commissioned by the Government for the examination 
may deem strictly necessary to be set apart for the purposes expressed 
in the preceding rule, if the petitioner sees fit to establish his plant upon 
the point registered for exploitation. 

4. The right of priority to lands about to be registered belongs to the 
person first petitioning for the same. 

5. A fixed period of three months, as a maximum, shall be granted to 
persons desiring to register lands, for the construction of the fixed estab- 
lishments, and beginning the work, with the understanding that if he 
does not accomplish both within said period he shall lose his rights, and 
another person may acquire the said lands. 

6. The period fixed in the preceding article for the preservation of 
the right to obtain claims in gold-bearing sands may be extended by the 
Superior Government when for just reasons, such as having to wait for 
machinery or apparatus from Europe, having machinery already almost 
completed in these islands, etc., it may be indispensable, but the inter- 
ested parties must prove the reasons to the satisfaction of the inspector, 
and the latter must make report. 

7. A miner who may have obtained a concession for another class of 
minerals in the neighborhood of gold-bearing sands or alluvia, which 
must be considered independent according to the law for ore deposits 
in quartz, can not acquire the right to work said gold-bearing sands or 
alluvia, nor claim their ownership. 

8. The surface of a claim for working gold-bearing sands shall be, in 
the future, 50,000 square varas, which may be laid out in the form of a 
square or rectangle, or in a collection of squares of 25 Spanish varas 
each side (a vara is 33 English inches), adapted one to another without 
leaving intermediate spaces inclosed; and the same may be arranged in 
a manner best suiting the interested parties, who must set forth the same 
in the description, and furnish, if possible, a ground plan in duplicate 
which shows the position of the claim and the topography of the ground, 
including the bordering claims, if there are any, or showing that they 
are bounded by vacant lands. 

9. In the preparation and determination of proceedings for denounc- 
ing gold-bearing lands, and in the construction of the plant without 
contravening the provisions which have been heretofore prescribed, all 
the formalities prescribed in the Eegulations in force in these islands 
and other matters which may be required in the future must be fulfilled. 
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EoYAL Order of the 22d of December, 1851. 

Madrid, December 22, 1851, 

Most Excellent Sir : The Queen, being informed of the contents of 
your letter Xo. 49 of the 23d of October, 1850, in reference to the amend- 
ment of Article 12 of the Mining Regulations of those islands, has been 
pleased to approve the action of your excellenc}^, and the Mining Regula- 
tions of the 14th of July, 1846, shall be considered as amended, substi- 
tuting Article 12 of the said Regulations by Article 11 of the law of the 
11th of April, 1849, relative to mining claims. 

To the Governor Captain-General of the Philippines. 

Article of the Law of April 11, 1849, Referred To. 

Art. 11. Each mining claim shall constitute a solid of rectangular 
form 300 varas long and 200 wide, measured horizontally in the direc- 
tion designated by the interested party, and of an indefinite depth in a 
vertical direction, without comprehending the surface. Not more than 
two contiguous claims can be granted in the same ore deposit to a single 
person, and three if the interested party be a company composed of four 
or more persons. In coal, lignite, or peat mines each claim shall be 600 
varas long and 300 wide, and as many as four claims may be granted. 
The discoverer of a vein, outcropping, or pocket, not heretofore known, 
shall have a right to one claim more than those fixed in the different cases 
by this article. 

Royal Order of January 30, 1854. 

Most Excellent Sir : The Queen having been informed of the pro- 
ceedings instituted in view of the communication of your excellency and 
of that superintendency relative to the discovery of various deposits of 
coal in the Province of Cebu, and the propositions made by Don Diego 
Vina to sell to the Government the claims which the company presided 
over by him is now working. Her Majesty has seen fit to decide : 

[The decree refuses to purchase the mines, and gives some instructions 
as to looking up the quality of coal in the islands, and directing the Gov- 
ernor-General to assist in the development of coal mining.] 

Royal Order of the 17th of June, 1854. 

Madrid, June 17, 185 J/-. 

Most Excellent Sir : The Queen, having been informed of the insti- 
tution of proceedings in respect to the application in those islands of the 
Royal Order of the 6th of July, 1850, and other provisions relative to 
gold-bearing sands, and having heard the Royal Council, has been pleased 
to order : 

1. That Rule 1 of said Royal Order be modified, fixing 200 quintals, in 
place of 400 quintals, as the capacity demanded from plants for granting 
registries or denouncements. 
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2. That Kule 4 be understood as extending to two years the period 
fixed for constructing the establishment and beginning work. 

3. That, as to Kule 6, the area of each claim be extended to 120,000 
square varas, which shall be described in accordance with said rule. 

4. That two contiguous claims may be granted to one person. 

5. That a claim shall be understood as occupied when the same may 
be furnished and served by double the number of operatives which Article 
22 of the law of the 11th of April, 1849, prescribes. 

Madrid, June 17, 1854. 

To the Governor Captain-General of the Philippines. 

Royal Order of the 30th of January, 1856. 

Directs the Governor- General to so arrange that the various coal-min- 
ing operations in the Island of Cebu have a chance to furnish coal to the 
Government for steam vessels, and to pay the same price as for foreign 
coal. 

Has no reference to law governing the subject of mines in any sense. 

Royal Order of the 3d of April, 1860. 

Approves the order of the Governor- General which revoked the order of 
his predecessor, which latter prohibited the admission of denouncement 
of coal mines in Cebu. The said provisions are shown in what immedi- 
ately follows. 

MINES-PROVISIONS aTED. 

MA.NILA, November S, 1859. 

The mining company of Yiha, Rojas & Co. having presented to this 
Superior Government a petition soliciting that the decree of the 13th of 
July, 1859, be revoked, which decree prohibited registries and denounce- 
ments of coal mines in the Island of Cebu; said mining company found- 
ing its petition upon expenses and great sacrifices incurred by the same in 
the opening and development of the five claims which were awarded to it 
in April of the said year, in Guilaguila, Valley of Manangarin, without 
other result up to the present than the discovery of insignificant deposits 
of coal, although of good quality ; in view of the Royal Orders of Janu- 
ary 30, 1854, June 30, 1855, January 30, 1856, and May 30 last, concern- 
ing the propriety of aiding by all means possible the industry of coal min- 
ing, leaving at the same time all possible freedom of action to particular 
interests, the Inspector of Mines of these islands and the Attorney-Gen- 
eral of the Government being heard and having agreed, I decree the fol- 
lowing : 

From and after the publication of the present decree the provisions of 
the decree of the 13th of July, 1853, shall be void, and, therefore, private 
persons and companies organized for this purpose may present, in accord- 
ance with the law in force, registries and denouncements of coal mines in 
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the said Island of Cebu^ the same as in any other province of the 
archipelago. 

Decree of the 19th of February, 1862. 
On the 16th day of May of the year last past the accidental death of 
some laborers having occurred on account of the caving in of a gallery in 
a gold mine situated in Suluagan, district of Barotac Viejo, in the Prov- 
ince of Iloilo^ on account of the lack of necessary precautions; consider- 
ing that, although there is a lack in the country, for the present, of an 
intelligent personnel for this class of work in number proportionate to the 
development which the mining industry is beginning to assume ; however, 
in the office of the Inspector of Mines advice and instructions which private 
persons may request are furnished, as well concerning legal points as con- 
cerning the direction of the work on the ground, and that intelligent office 
for the purpose of securing the lives of operatives can supply the same to 
a certain point, confiding the practice of said instructions to persons who, 
on account of their profession or antecedents, can execute them; consid- 
ering that on account of the nature of the work in mines the Government 
ought to exercise a direct intervention in the same, aiding in some cases 
by means of its delegates miners who on account of the lack of resources 
can not maintain a professional management, and restraining those who 
do not forestall or take notice of the dangers of their operatives ; in view 
of the dismissal by the Royal Audiencia of a cause prosecuted on account 
of an unfortunate accident which occurred in the Suluagan mine, and 
which was communicated by the said tribunal to this Superior Civil Gov- 
ernment in order that said Government might order whatever to it might 
seem proper in regard to guaranteeing proper professional management 
in the work of opening and working mines, on the recommendation of the 
Inspector of Mines and in conformity with the opinion of the Attorney- 
General of the Government it is ordered: 

1. Every person who intends to undertake the business of mining, 
whether it be for investigation or development, must make the same 
known to the governor of the province in which the mine is to be located, 
and the latter must report the same to the office of the inspector, accord- 
ing to the mining regulations in force. 

2. Private persons or companies shall always appoint a person respon- 
sible for the management of the work and shall set forth in the first peti- 
tion which they present who said person is and what his profession is, so 
that it may be known whether or not he is admissible according to the 
judgment of the Inspector of Mines ; and mining works which may be by 
contract or '^by the joV^ are not exempt from this requirement. 

3. The inspector or the engineers of his office shall, upon visiting the 
mines, set forth in writing such instructions as they may deem proper to 
make for the progress of the work; and if such are not complied with, 
they shall inform this Superior Civil Government, in order that such 
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punishment as may be merited maybe imposed upon the responsible man- 
ager, and, above all, when the fault lies in the protection and complete 
security of the operatives. 

4. A period of two months shall be conceded in order that the owners 
of mines in actual operation may report to the inspector who are the 
responsible managers of their respective mines; and, when the time has 
expired, the inspector shall remit to this Superior Civil Government the 
list of those who have conformed. 

Royal Ohder of the ISth or October, 1863. 

Madrid, October IS, 186S. 

Excellent Sir: I remit to your excellency, by order of His Majesty, 
the inclosed copy of a Royal Decree issued on this date for the govern- 
ment of the mining industry in the Island of Cebu, in order that in view 
of its provisions your excellency may recommend what he may consider 
applicable to those islands, taking into consideration the necessities of 
the mining industry in the same and its administrative organization. 

God guard, etc. 

To THE Superior Civil Governor of the Philippines. 

Decree of the Superior Government of the 19th of January, 1861. 

It being provided in the Royal Order of the 23d of March, 185-i, that 
the engineers of mines in operation or examination belonging to private 
parties shall be paid by the same the daily salaries which the authorities 
knowing the customs and locality decide upon, in view of Articles 29 and 
40 of the Regulations of said Institute, approved by His Majesty in a 
Royal Decree of the 2d of February, 1859, and by which it is provided 
that for the dispatch of business outside of the locality of their residence 
the engineers may collect as daily salary: Licensed assistants, 30 reals; 
those of the grade of first and second engineers, 50 reals; chief engineers 
of the first and second class, 60 reals, and general inspectors and inspect- 
ors of districts, 70 reals; also receiving pay for transportation; taking 
into consideration the increase of the mining industry, the comparative 
value of money in the Peninsula and the ultramarine provinces, estab- 
lished by general rule, and what the Inspector of Mines has reported con- 
cerning this matter, in conformity with the opinion of the Attorney-Gen- 
eral of the Government I order the following: 

Chief engineers of mines in operation or in examination belonging to 
private parties shall receive from the latter, in addition to expenses of 
transportation, from leaving the place of their residence, in going and 
coming, daily salaries, to wit: Thirty reals silver to assistants, 50 to first 
and second engineers, 60 to chief engineers of the first and second class, 
and 70 to the inspector. These daily salaries shall be paid pro rata when 
a professional visit is made to more than one mine, in order that each day 
there shall be received only one salary concerning which an account and 
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distribution shall be made under the official liability of the engineer who 
discharges the duty. 

Royal Order of the 17th of November, 1861. 

Excellent Sir: In view of the letter of your excellency, accom- 
panied by documents No. 1330, dated January 19 last, and the report of 
the Superior Professional Board of Mines having been heard, the Queen 
( w. G. g.) has been pleased to order that x^rticle 51 of the Regulations of 
Mines of the 9th of January, 1846, be modified in the sense that when 
chiefs or engineers are engaged in operating or examinations which are 
purely private, outside the place of their residence, the interested parties 
shall pay to them, in addition to the expenses of traveling in going and 
coming, the following daily salaries : Thirty reals to assistants, 50 reals 
to first and second engineers, 60 reals to chief engineers of the first and 
second class, and 70 reals to the inspector. These salaries shall be paid 
pro rata when a professional visit is made to more than one mme, to the 
end that each day shall be paid for at the rate of one salary only, of 
which an account and distribution shall be made by the engineer who 
performs the duty under his official liability. Likewise, it is the will of 
Her Majesty that a first examination be suppressed, which, in conformity 
with the present law, is to be made for mining concessions, and said ex- 
aminations are reduced solely to the work required by law referred to in 
Articles 31, 32, and 34 of the law of 1859, and in Article 46 of the Reg- 
ulations. In the same manner the Queen orders that the receipt of the 
compensations of 500 and 300 pesos which are assigned to engineers ac- 
cording to rank by RoA-al Order of the 15th of March, 1854, in com- 
pensation for commissions for the Government shall be continued; all 
of which is understood to be temporary until the mining ordinances for 
those islands and the trans- Atlantic provinces, and their harmony with 
the mining law in force in the Peninsula, be approved. 

Royal Order of August 20, 1888. 

[Gazette of Manila, October 4, 1888.] 

Most Excellent Sir : His Majesty the King, whom God protect, and 
in his name the Queen Regent, being informed of the petition a copy 
of which was remitted b}^ your excellency with official communication 
No. 473, of November 1 of the year last past, in which you ask for the 
approval of the decree ordered by the Governor-General of October 31 
of the same year, regarding a petition of Angel Tapia y Aragones, for 
20,000 square meters of land in Morong, for the extraction of building 
stone, and in conformity with the recommendation of the Minister of 
the Colonies, has been pleased to approve the said decree of your excel- 
lency, and order the following disposition of a general character : 

1. Article 3 of the Royal Decree governing mines of May 14, 1867, 
is amended by the addition of the following: "What is therein stated 
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respecting lands of the State refers to those that are not alienable as 
public lands, but when considering lands that are alienable as public 
lands the Governor may concede a general authorization for the 
development of the substances comprehended in this article to anyone 
petitioning, this land conceded being excepted from sale as long as the 
concessionary does not cease or abandon the development of the same/^ 

2. Whenever a petition is presented in accordance with these condi- 
tions an Engineer of the Mining Department will proceed with the sur- 
vey and demarcation in a similar manner to that established in para- 
graphs 2 and 3 of Article 6 of the Mining Regulations, and after the 
necessary publications the Directorate- General of Civil Administration 
will send a certified copy of the plan and concession to the Treasury 
Department, in order to have the land excluded from sale and separated 
from the public domain. 

Art. 3. Every especial authorization conceded in accordance with the 
preceding provisions will lapse as soon as the concessionary uses the 
land for any other purpose than that stated in the concession. 

Art. 4. The Treasury Department and the General Directorate of 
Civil Administration, so far as applicable to their said Departments, 
will attend to the execution of the above provisions. 

By royal authority. 

B. QUIROGA. 
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CONTROL OF THE MINING INDUSTRY IN THE PHILIPPINES* 

EoYAL Decree of the 14th of May, 1867. 

Chapter, L— SUBSTANCES TO WHICH THE MINING INDUSTRY APPLIES, 

Art. 1. Precious stones, and all substances metallic in their nature, 
combustibles, salts, phosphates of lime, whether found upon the surface 
or beneath the ground, and whatever may be their state, whether solid, 
liquid, or gaseous, are substances to which the mining industry applies. 

Art. 2. The State is the proprietor of the substances designated in 
the preceding article, and no one can deal with the same without a con- 
cession by the Superior Civil Governor granted. 

Art. 3. Siliceous and calcareous mineral products, sands, argillaceous, 
magnesian, and ferruginous earths, marls, and other substances of this 
class which may be applied to building, agriculture, or the arts shall 
continue, as at present, of common advantage when they are found upon 
State lands or lands belonging to ^^pueblos,^^ and of private development 
when the lands are of private ownership. The substances comprehended 
in this article are not subject to the formalities and requirements of the 
present decree, but shall be under the supervision of the administration 
civil relatively to policing and insuring the safety of the work. 

[Eoyal Order, 20th of August, 1888, adds to Article 3 of this decree 
the following: "What is said in regard to State lands refers to those 
which may be inalienable, as lands of the Crown; but if they are alien- 
able, the Governor- General may authorize, specially, the exploitation of 
substances comprehended in this article, the land being excepted from 
sale as long as the concessionary does not interrupt or abandon the 
exploitation of said substances.''] (See Appendix E, p. 155.) 

Art. 4. The exploitation of substances specified in the preceding 
article shall not be permitted without the special permission of the 
owner when the land is of private ownership. But in case of under- 
taking the manufacture of pottery, china, or porcelain ware, fire brick, 
fine or ordinary glassware, or any other branch of manufacturing indus- 
try, the Superior Civil Governor may grant authority to open and work 
the same to anyone who may request it, upon proceedings submitted by 
the governor or alcalde of the jurisdiction, after audience to the owner 
of the land and report from the Mining Bureau and the Council of 
Administration. If the owner of the land binds himself to open and 
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work the same on his own account, and to commence the work within a 
period to be fixed by the Superior Civil Governor;, which shall not be 
less than three months, he shall have preference over strangers. 

Art. 5. If a stranger obtain the authorization of the Superior Civil 
Governor to develop any of the substances mentioned in the two preced- 
ing articles, he shall indemnify the owner of the property to the value of 
the land which he may occupy and one-fifth part more, and he shall also 
pay, as the case may be, for the deterioration or loss which the farm may 
suffer, and give a guaranty for the payment of such later damages as 
may be occasioned in the future. The work can not be commenced 
until after having fiilfilled these requirements. The authorization shall 
expire when the concessionary permits a year to pass without developing 
the said substances. 

Art. 6. Gold or tin bearing sands or other mineral products of rivers 
and placers shall be free for use without the necessity of authorization or 
license. Only when the work is done by fixed establishments shall min- 
ing claims be laid out according to Paragraph 3 of Article 13. 

Note. — For the meaning of "fixed establishments/' see note to Article 3 of 
the Regulations. 

Art. 7. Ferruginous lands, such as ochers and red earths, shall also 
be free of operation. If the metallurgy of the iron places them in 
the first grade of materials, mining claims may be laid out according to 
Paragraph 2 of Article 13, i. e., 500 by 300 meters. 

Chap. II.-PROSPECTING. 

Art. 8. Every Spaniard or naturalized foreigneer, or person estab- 
lished in the islands with necessary permission, Indian, mestizo, or 
Chinaman may freely undertake supeerficial work for the discovery of 
minerals mentioned in Article 1 upon any lands not devoted to culti- 
vation, whether they belong to the State or to the ^^pueblos,^^ or be of 
private ownership, having obtained previously the permission of the 
owner, in the last case, or having furnished indemnity or reparation for 
any damages. This work, denominated "prospecting,^^ can not exceed 
an excavation of 2 meters square and 1 meter in depth. Authorities and 
employees of the administrative or judicial branches are prohibited from 
undertaking this work, as well as from becoming proprietors of mines, 
within their respective jurisdictions, or wherein they examine and take 
cognizance of concessions. 

Art. 9. The permission of the owner or the person representing him 
shall be necessary before opening prospects upon arable lands which 
contain timber or are devoted to pasture or cultivation. In case this 
permission is refused, or if two months pass without the same being 
granted, the person asking said permission may appeal to the governor 
or alcalde, who shall grant or refuse it after hearing the interested 
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parties ; and if he thinks proper, or any of the parties so request, he may- 
appeal to a mining engineer. 

Art. 10. In gardens, orchards, plains, or cane fields and irrigated 
lands the owner is the only person who can grant permission to prospect 
(calicatas), and that without further recourse or appeal. The person 
requesting permission to prospect, as well under this article as the pre- 
ceding one, shall inform the governor or alcalde within whose jurisdic- 
tion he desires to prospect, for the proper action at the proper time. 

Art. 11. Whenever the owner of the land may so demand, the pros- 
pector shall be obliged to previously give a guaranty indemnifying him 
against any damage which the prospecting may cause, according to 
agreement or appraisement, and he shall also be subject to the payment 
of such damages as he may afterwards occasion to the property. When 
the permission to prospect is granted by the governor or alcalde, a 
guaranty or deposit shall be made for indemnification to the satisfaction 
of the said official. 

Art. 12. Prospecting excavations or other mining works can not be 
opened at a less distance than 40 meters from a building, railroad, wagon 
road, canal, fountain, watering place for cattle, or other public servitude, 
and 1,400 meters from fortifications, unless, in the last case, permission 
be obtained from the military authorities, and in the other cases from 
the Superior Civil Governor, if the same relate to public services or 
servitudes, or from the owner when it relates to buildings of private 
ownership. 

Chap. III.— MINING CLAIMS. 

Art. 13. An ordinary mining claim is a solid with rectangular base 
of 300 meters long and 200 wide, measured horizontally in the direction 
which the interested party may designate, and of indefinite vertical 
depth. The surface or superficial part shall remain the property of the 
owner of the land. 

In iron, coal, anthracite, lignite, peat, asphalt, bituminous or car- 
bonaceous alumina, sulphate of soda, and salt mines, each claim shall 
be 500 by 300 meters. In gold or tin bearing sands and others treated 
of in Article 6 a claim shall consist of a surface of 60,000 square meters, 
the same as mentioned in the beginning of this article, and they can be 
laid out either in a rectangle or a square, or in a series of squares of 
20 meters each side at least, and fitted one to the other, according to the 
wish of the prospector, but without leaving open spaces between. 

Art. 14. When between two claims there is a strip, or among three or 
more an open space, in which may be laid out a claim, the horizontal sur- 
face of which is not less than two-thirds of a claim, of its proper class, 
and the greatest side of which does not exceed 300 meters in claims 
specified in the beginning of the preceding article, and 500 in those 
M L 11 
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mentioned in the second sentence of the same, it shall form an incom- 
plete claim and shall he awarded to any person asking the same. 

Art. 15. When the space between two or more claims is not sufficient 
to form an incomplete claim, according to the preceding article, the same 
shall be considered as ''overplus/' and shall be awarded to the owner of 
the oldest bordering claim, and if he expressly declines the same, to those 
who follow in order of priority. The overplus, whatever may be its 
shape, can not cover a greater surface than two-thirds of a complete claim 
of its class. If there be more ground, it shall consitute two or more 
overpluses. No more than one overplus can be awarded to a single mine. 
When there may be a greater number they shall be awarded successively, 
in the order of priority, to the bordering claims. 

Art. 16. Private persons and companies may obtain as many claims as 
they may deem convenient, provided they do not ask more than two for 
one person in a single petition, or four for a company, and the double of 
this, respectively, in mines comprehended in the second sentence of 
Article 13. Large groups or territories of mines may also be formed at 
will, without prejudice to a division of the respective demarcations. 

Art. 17. The ''investigation'^ permit ("prospecting'' is limited to 
2 by 1 meters), according to Article 25, may comprehend the area of two 
claims, according to their class, provided at the time of presenting the 
petition there be land vacant. Two or more areas for prospecting, con- 
tiguous each to the other, may be asked for if there be vacant land. 

Art. 18. The area comprehended in a single claim is indivisible, but 
in case the concession be for two or more claims, with the approval of 
the Superior Civil Governor the same may be separated. 

Art. 19. Any individual or company may freely acquire by purchase 
or any other legal means any number of claims, either before or after the 
title of ownership is issued. But companies so acquiring claims shall 
have in each case no more rights than their grantors, nor can they, as 
such companies, increase the number of claims, if vacant lands do not 
exist. 

Chap. IV.— PETITIONS FOR MINING CLAIMS. 

Art. 20. In order to secure the ownership of one or more mining 
claims, one of two means must be employed — investigation or registry. 
Priority of the petition gives preference in concession and ownership as 
well in investigation as in registry. Petitions for investigation or regis- 
try may be presented without the knowledge or consent of the owner of 
the land, but work shall not be commenced except after compliance with 
the requirements and conditions established for prospecting (calicatas) 
in Articles 9, 10, 11, and 12. 

If the owners of gardens, orchards, cane fields, and any other irrigated 
lands, upon or through which it may be convenient to undertake pre- 
liminary work, refuse permission to undertake the same, the governor or 
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alcalde may grant said permission^ with the formalities set forth in 
Articles 25 and 26, whenever mineral may be discovered. 

Art. 21. Any person who, whether prospecting or not, proposes to ex- 
plore and examine lands, undertaking more extensive and important 
work than that of prospecting, such as sinking shafts, running tunnels, 
or clearing the ground, shall present a petition in writing to the gov- 
ernor or alcalde requesting permission for the investigation of vacant 
lands. 

Any person who, whether prospecting or not, desires to register one 
or more claims upon vacant lands, shall present to the said authority in 
writing a petition for registry, stating whether or not the mineral ^he 
proposes to develop has been discovered. The person thus soliciting in- 
vestigation or registry shall accompany his petition, at the same time, 
with a description of the claim or claims, and within twenty days he 
shall present to the governor or alcalde the certificate of the Gol)erna- 
dorcillo or inferior authority proving that he has set perceptible marks 
around all the space comprehended in the area he proposes to investigate 
or register. 

The party soliciting investigation, whether an individual or company, 
may designate, according to Article 17, at most two claims for each area 
to be developed or investigated, if there be land vacant. 

Art. 22. The governors or alcaldes shall at once order the filing of one 
or the other petition, saving a better right. Petitions shall be numbered, 
and the day and hour of their presentation shall be noted in stub books, 
kept separately for investigation and registry, and the same shall be 
signed by each interested party, to whom, cotemporaneously, shall be de- 
livered a sufficient -receipt, authenticated by the secretary of the office 
issuing the same, showing the number in order of the petition. 

Art. 23. The authority mentioned in the preceding article shall order 
that. within three days the petition for investigation or registry shall be 
published among the announcements in the official periodical of the cap- 
ital of the province, and that the same be sent to the alcalde or inferior 
authority to be posted as notices. 

Art. 24. Within sixty days after the publication of said announce- 
ments, those who may believe themselves to have a right to all or part of 
the lands petitioned for, or the owners of the property who may have any 
claim, shall present their claims to the governor or alcalde; after this 
period is past such claims shall not be admitted. The said authority 
shall immediately refer said claims to the party soliciting investigation 
or registry, who shall answer within twenty days; within twenty days 
more the said authority shall hear the case, and taking the opinion of a 
mining engineer shall decide the same. . 

Art. 25. Permission to investigate shall be granted by the governor 
or alcalde. To this effect he shall direct that a mining engineer shall 
examine, approve, and, where proper, rectify the description; and in 
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view of his report and taking into consideration the opposition, if there 
be such, the said governor or alcalde shall decide within five months 
after the presentation of the petition of the investigator. 

Art. 26. Appeal shall lie to the Superior Civil Governor, from the 
decision of the governor or alcalde granting or refusing the permission 
to investigate, which appeal must be interposed within thirty days after 
notice of the decision by the person considering himself aggrieved, 
whether he be the petitioner or any other interested party. If no appeal 
is interposed, the permission of the governor or alcalde shall be final. 

AiiT. 27. Permission to investigate shall extend to a period of two 
years. Before obtaining the permission, the investigator may perform the 
same legal labor as is designated for the person desiring to register in 
the following article. After receiving the permission, he shall continue 
the development under the conditions mentioned in Article 50. 

Art. 28. The person registering a claim shall, within a period of four 
months from the presentation of the petition for registry, furnish the 
legal labor for 10 meters, whether in depth as a shaft or in length as a 
tunnel, clearing, or ditch. Every person registering a claim may change 
the registry into an investigation either before or after completing the 
legal labor. The governor or alcalde shall grant the permission accord- 
ing to Article 25. 

Chap. V.-DEMARCATIONS AND GRANTS OF OWNERSHIP. 

Art. 29. Ko demarcation shall be made unless, in the judgment of the 
engineer, there appears to have been discovered some mineral compre- 
hended in Articles 1, 6, and 7; and if in laying out the same the inter- 
ested parties desire to include landed properties such as are mentioned 
in Article 10, permission may be obtained from the governor or alcalde 
in default of the consent of the owner. 

Art. 30. Within four months after the presentation and admission of 
a registry, the person registering may request the demarcation of his 
claim or claims, exhibiting samples of the mineral which may have been 
found, except in case of registering an expired claim. An investigator 
who at any time may find sufficient mineral, according to the preceding 
article, shall also exhibit samples and request demarcation. 

Art. 31. The governor or alcalde shall direct at once that an engineer 
make an examination and, where proper, the demarcations in the order 
determined by the Eegulations. The engineer shall complete this work 
within a period of six months, which period the governor or alcalde may 
extend to eight months, if serious difficulties occur, which shall be set 
forth in the record of the proceedings. The persons soliciting registry 
or investigation shall be previously notified of the time of the examina- 
tion and demarcation of their claims, which time shall be fixed and per- 
emptory within the limit of not to exceed twenty days, upon the official 
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reBponsibility of the engineer in charge. The owners of adjoining mines 
shall also be notified, and likewise the demarcations shall be previously 
announced in the official periodical of the capital of the province. 

Art. 32. If it appears from the examination that the ^^legal labor'^ has 
been furnished, that the land is vacant, and that mineral has been dis- 
covered according to Article 29, the engineer shall at once proceed to 
lay out the claim or claims in accordance with the designation, collecting 
samples of the mineral and fixing the points where are to be set the land- 
marks, which must be firm, durable, and easily perceptible. If the 
engineer finds the description defective or badly made, on account of 
measures not being exact or the superposition of other claims with better 
right, he shall rectify the same upon laying out the claim, in accord with 
the interested parties, provided the land is vacant. 

Art. 33. Engineers shall make use of the magnetic north and south 
line for the purpose of taking directions, but whenever it is possible they 
shall determine the location of the mouth of the mine, in respect to the 
legal work upon the same, by fixed and perceptible objects on the ground, 
and note their distances, and miners shall be obliged to preserve, in the 
future, their landmarks in the best condition. 

Art. 34. When from the examination of a registrered claim to be laid 
out there may appear to have been no mineral discovered, in accordance 
with Article 29, the governor or alcalde shall declare the registry void 
or forfeited and the land vacant, unless the person registering the same 
may have appealed before or shall appeal within eight days after the 
examination, soliciting permission to investigate the same locality. In 
such case the provisions of x^rticles 25 and 28 shall be observed. 

Art. 35. Complete claims, incomplete claims, overpluses, groups or 
combinations of mines, general galleries, earth heaps and dross heaps 
shall be laid out, according to their respective conditions, in conformity 
with Articles 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 42, and 47. The investigator who may 
have described two claims, in accordance with Article 17 and the fourth 
sentence of Article 21, may request the demarcation of both, or of one 
only, in a position which best suits him within the description. The 
ground left over shall be vacant. 

Art. 36. Within forty days after the demarcation the governor or 
alcalde shall remit the record of the case, accompanied by the opposition, 
if there be such, together with his detailed report, to the Governor-Gen- 
eral for his decision.^ 

When there may have been opposition, the Superior Civil Governor 
shall hear the Council of Administration, in its appropriate section, nnd 
also the engineer if there be any doubt concerning professional points. 

^NoTE. — Since the creation of the office of Director-General of Civil Administra- 
tion, these remittances are made to that office instead of to the Governor-General ; 
from there they are submitted to the Governor-General. 
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Art. 37. The title of ownership shall be issued to the concessionary by 
the Superior Civil Governor (in my name). In said title shall be ex- 
pressed the general conditions of the present decree and the Eegulations 
issued for its execution^ and, as the case may be^ special regulations 
required for the public convenience according to the nature of the min- 
eral or of the circumstances of the enterprise. If any of the conditions 
be resisted, no concession of that claim shall be made to any other com- 
pany or person except under the same conditions, unless the original con- 
cessionary renounce, voluntarily and in writing, his preferred right. 

Art. 38. As soon as the governor or alcalde may have received the 
title of ownership from the Superior Civil Governor, he shall order its 
immediate delivery to the interested party, and shall commission the 
local authority to place the new owner of the claim or claims in poses- 
sion of the same, in presence of the clerk, within a period of two months. 

Art. 39. Mining concessions endure for an unlimited period, provided 
the miners comply with the provisions of this decree, and with such 
special provisions as the title of ownership may contain. 

chap. vi —general galleries for investigation, drainage, and 
transportation. 

Art 40. Any person intending to open a tunnel or gallery in vacant 
ground may, if he so desires, request a concession for a group or com- 
bination of mines, under the conditions of Article 16. If this is not pos- 
sible on account of the gallery having to cross grounds occupied in whole 
or in part by mines already granted, either for investigation or by reg- 
istrj^, the person proposing the same must make agreements and stipula- 
tions, previously, with the interested parties. 

Art. 41. The person so proposing shall present his ^petition to the gov- 
ernor or alcalde with plans of the projected work, signed by a mining 
engineer, and an authenticated copy of the agreements made with the 
miners at the time interested in the land, in order to obviate ulterior 
questions and for an equitable arrangement as to product. The said 
authority, the proper publication having been made according to Article 
23, shall remit the record of the proceedings to the Superior Civil Gov- 
ernor for his decision. 

Art. 42. There may be granted to the person proposing to open a gen- 
eral gallery the reserve of a certain number of claims designated by him 
from among those free or vacant in the locality of his work or near his 
drains. He shall set up these claims for investigation or. registry in ac- 
cordance with the terms of the present decree, in proportion as his sub- 
terranean work advances, until he goes beyond them with the right to 
reject those he does not need. 

Art. 43. The work in general galleries shall follow the line or lines 
set forth in the concession; if in any case the person owning the work 
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may desire to vary the direction, he may do so upon proper proceedings 
duly filed. 

Art. 44. All mining claims shall be obliged to permit the pa^^sing of 
a general gallery. The same is also obliged to respect the props and 
safeguards of the gallery, and shall take out no mineral which would 
leave the walls with less than 2 meters of thickness, unless he prop the 
gallery in a regular manner and at his own expense. The price of drain- 
age, ventilation, and extraction services rendered by the owner of the 
gallery or tunnel to the miner, whatever may be the means employed to 
that eifect, shall be arranged by mutual agreement, and, in default of 
agreement, by appraisement of experts appointed by both parties; and 
in case of failure of the latter to agree, a third shall be appointed by 
the governor or alcalde, who shall decide the question, taking into con- 
sideration the circumstances of each case and the expert opinion. The 
owner of the general gallery, on his part, can not take out more mineral 
than that which he finds strictl}^ in the line of the gallery, and the extrac- 
tion of the same shall be at his cost ; and if such mineral be found under 
a claim already marked out, it shall be divided, half to the owner of the 
gallery and half to the owner of the laid-out mine. This rule shall 
govern when private stipulations may not have embraced and decided all 
questionable points between the interested parties. 

Chap. VII.-CONCESSIONS OF EARTH AND DROSS HEAPS. 

Art. 45. Earth heaps coming from mines and dross heaps from the 
workshops are the object of concessions, provided they be abandoned. 

Art. 46. The petition shall be directed to the governor or alcalde, 
accompanied by the description. The legal labor shall consist of three 
shafts or tunnels in different points in the heaps, with the dimensions 
necessary for showing the nature and circumstances of the same. The 
said authority shall remit the record of the proceedings, with a report, 
to the Superior Civil Governor for his decision. 

Art. 47. The descriptions and demarcations upon earth and dross 
heaps shall be in. the shape of a rectilinear polygon, according as the 
interested party may designate; but its superficial area shall not exceed 
double that of a claim, or shall be 300,000 square meters for each person 
or company. 

The preparation of the papers in these cases and the taking possession 
of earth and dross heaps shall be carried out Avithin the periods estab- 
lished for the registry of mining claims. 

Art. 48. When a stranger requests the right to work a mine laid out 
from an earth or dross heap, the owner of the same shall have the prefer- 
ence, if he so desires, and shall manifest the same within a period of 
thirty days after the notification. 
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Chap. VIII —GENERAL PROVISIONS CONCERNING THE MINING INDUSTRY. 

Art. 49. Owners and investigators of mines shall work the same 
according to prescribed methods and shall comply with the provisions 
for security and police which are set forth in the Regulations. Offenses 
shall be punished by fines which shall not exceed 200 escudos, or 400 in 
case of the second offense. If in addition there should be a crime com- 
mitted^ the same shall be punished according to the common laws. When 
miners find in the works other minerals of a valuable nature, distinct 
from that which was the object of the concessioii or explorations, the 
same shall be reported to the governor or alcalde, and by said official to 
the Superior Civil Oovernor, as data of mining statistics. 

Art. 50. From the time of taking possession of mining claims, earth 
and dross heaps by virtue of title or of concession for investigation, 
formal work shall be established upon said properties, which must be 
carried on for at least one hundred and eighty-three days each year. In 
order that said mines, earth or dross heaps, or localities in process of 
investigation may be considered as occupied or in operation, there must 
be employed in each claim four operatives for one-half the year. 

Art. 51. A period of work equal to that set forth in the preceding 
article shall be required in tunnels and general galleries from the time 
of taking possession. The number of ordinary operatives shall be at least 
that of a mining claim, without prejudice to a greater number of work- 
men if the conditions of the concession so establish. 

Art. 52. For the purposes of occupation it is not indispensable that 
the laborers be distributed over all the claims, but that they shall be 
collected where, in each case, it may be best for the interests of the 
enterprise. In computing the number of operatives the mechanical force 
employed shall be taken into account. 

x4rt. 53. As a test that a mining concession has been occupied, the 
Regulations shall set forth the minimum amount of work which inust 
be- done upon the same, according to its conditions and circumstances. 
When the difficulty of working and utilizing the products of a mine, earth 
or dross heap is shown, the number of laborers may, by order of the Su- 
perior Civil Governor, be reduced to the half of the regular number men- 
tioned in Article 50, for a period of two years at most. 

Art. 54. During the preparation of the papers for taking up claims 
the persons registering the same may commence work upon the mine in 
advance, if they so desire ; but if any opposition is presented, all kinds of 
work shall be suspended unless a sufficient guaranty be offered, according 
to the discretion of the governor or alcalde, or of the Superior Civil G ov- 
ernor in cases of appeal. 

Art. 55. Every miner shall agree to aid in the ventilation of adjacent 
mines; shall permit, under agreement of indemnity if it is proper, the 
subterranean passage of water from the same in the direction of the 
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general drain, and shall consent to the transportation necessary for the 
proper service of others over the surface of his claims. He shall indem- 
nify, by private agreement or by the appraisement of experts, in accord- 
ance with the common laws, such damages as he may occasion to other 
mines, whether by the accumulation of water in the works, w^here, being 
warned, he does not remedy the same within the period fixed by the Regu- 
lations, or by any other means whatever from which damage to the 
interests of another within or without the mines, and in operations 
anterior, simultaneous, or posterior to the extraction of the mineral or 
drippings, may occur. If in these cases or in cases of indemnification 
of the owner of the land the miner be legally declared insolvent, he shall 
be considered as having willfully caused said damage, for all legal effects. 
Art. 56. Miners may obtain the free and full enjoyment of all or part 
of the surface of their claims for warehouses, workshops, sluices, offices, 
deposits for slag or dross, roads, and other similar uses, but all must be 
within the strict necessities of the industry. If for this purpose par- 
ticular agreement is not made with the owner of the land, concerning the 
superficies to be occupied and the price of the same, the application of 
the law of condemnation, proper in these cases, shall be requested from 
the governor or alcalde, and the same shall take effect within two months, 
the indemnification established in Article 5 having been paid. If the 
surface of the concession is not sufficient for or adequate to the necessities 
above mentioned, miners may obtain, outside the same, such lands as, 
in the opinion of the engineer, may be necessary, a proper proceeding 
for the same being instituted, whether contiguous to said claim or not, 
but near the same; and said proceedings instituted shall embrace the 
condenmation of the land, when and in the manner which corresponds, 
without prejudice to rights acquired or initiated. If roads are to be 
extended or opened outside the claims, the general provisions of law as 
to such matters must be observed. 

Art. 57. As in any other kind of property, miners may freely dispose 
of the rights secured to them by the present decree. Mineral products 
monopolized by the State are excepted, since special orders governing the 
matter must be observed in that regard. 

Art. 58. In order to dispose of minerals it is necessary that the miner 
shall have obtained the title of ownership to the claims. Notwithstand- 
ing when mines shall have been laid out without opposition, the governor 
or alcalde may authorize the sale of the mineral, reporting the action to 
the Superior Civil Governor and declaring the interested party subject 
to the provisions of Articles 81, 82, 83, and 84. 

Art. 59. Dross and earth heaps contained in mining claims belong to 
the owners of the latter if before their registry they have not been 
granted to or registered by others. Owners of mines, tunnels, or general 
galleries shall have the benefit of water found in the course of the work 
as long as they keep the ownership of the respective properties. But 
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if^ voluntarily or involuntarily^ they should cut off or change the course 
of water courses destined for the uses of any town or for irrigation 
purposes^ they shall replace the water in the former bed^ and indemnify 
the damages, being civilly responsible and, as the case may be, criminally 
responsible. 

Akt. 60. Miners shall be considered as inhabitants of the pueblos 
within the limits of which the mines are situated, in regard to the use of 
water, forests, commons, pastures, and other common benefits relative to 
said industry, and shall be subject to the respective provincial ordinances. 
They may also establish cockpits and meat markets for the mining estab- 
lishment, provided the number of operatives exceed 100, and they pay to 
the collector or contractor of the district the proper fees or contributions 
which are established for the benefit of the public Treasury or common 
funds. Miners shall also enjoy the permission granted to farmers of 
the first class to introduce Chinese colonists dedicated to the develop- 
ment of agriculture, according to provisions in force issued by the 
Superior Civil Government of the islands on the 5th of August, 1850; 
but as mineral-bearing lands are almost always found in unpopulated 
and unhealthful points, they shall pay for each Chinaman the same 
capitation tax which the natives pay, as long as they work exclusively in 
the mines. In order that mining enterprises may enjoy this advantage, 
the following conditions shall be necessary: 

1. That before introducing into the islands Chinese contracted without 
the same, permission must be requested through the chief of the province 
in which the mine is situated, setting forth the point of disembarkation 
and the number of laborers. Said chief shall take cognizance of the 
request. 

2. That the said Chinese laborers shall reside near the mine, and by 
no means in the neighboring towns. 

3. That the transfer to the mine of Chinese already living in the coun- 
try shall be done by request from the chief of the province, and that their 
names may be stricken from the industrial poll lists for the purpose of 
fulfilling the established requirements. 

4. That the enterprise be responsible for the capitation taxes cor- 
responding to said laborers, by thirds paid in advance. 

5. That upon making said payment, a list of said laborers, giving 
names and sworn to, shall be presented, with proof of the increase or 
decrease in number which may have taken place at the time of paying 
each third. 

6. That the chief of the province shall take lists of the Chinese 
laborers when he may deem it proper, and inspect the work in which 
they are employed, for the purpose of correcting the poll lists and fixed 
quotas, as well as for the purpose of settling difficulties between operators 
and laborers, and give the latter, if need be, the protection they may 
need from abuses of the former. 
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Art. 61. Natives and mestizos, as well as women and children, who 
serve as laborers in mines or smelting works at points where there may 
be mines, tunnels, or general galleries, and where within a radius of 
2 leagues there does not exist a Christian population or town of more 
than 300 families, shall enjoy the following benefits : v 

1. A reduction of one-half the obligation for personal services ta the 
public which each miner must render in his territory, if he does the work 
personally; but in case of commuting the same in cash the reduction 
shall be only one- third part, each person subject to the obligation paying 
in the latter case 2 escudos for each six months, in advance, or 4 for each 
year, instead of the 6 generally paid. 

2. Each mining colony which exceeds 250 families may declare itself a 
pueblo with municipal administration. 

The chaplain of these new towns shall have parochial rights and privi- 
leges, and their compensation shall be paid by the proprietor or mining 
company, until there may be 500 families ; afterwards said compensation 
shall be paid by the State as in other parishes of new creation. 

Art. 62. Persons registering complete or incomplete claims, surplus 
grounds, dross or earth heaps, and those requesting permission to investi- 
gate shall deposit with the governor or alcalde the amount of fees estab- 
lished by the Regulations to cover official expenses. They shall also paA^, 
at the proper time, the fees for issuing the title of ownership. 

Art. 63. Any person who may have made an excavation and aban- 
doned the same shall be obliged to fill it up, and he may be compelled to 
do so by the local authority or by the owner of the ground. A person 
soliciting registry or investigation who may abandon the enterprise shall 
notify the governor or alcalde fifteen days in advance, and shall fill the 
shafts, under penalty of a fine not to exceed 200 escudos. Proprietors 
of mines who desire to stop work and abandon the same shall fill the 
shafts and notify the governor or alcalde one month in advance, under 
penalty of a fine not to exceed the aforesaid amount. 

The governor or alcalde shall direct that an engineer shall examine the 
work, of the stoppage or abandonment of which he may have been notified, 
for the purpose of certifying to the proper condition of the timber work 
and that the shafts are properly closed. 

Art. 64. Until the person registering, the investigator or owner of the 
mine, dross or earth heap shall have notified the proper authority of the 
stoppage or abandonment, they shall remain subject to the provisions and 
obligations set forth in the present decree. 

Chap» IX —CANCELLATION OF PROCEEDINGS FOR DENOUNCEMENT, THE EXPIRA- 
TION OF CONCESSIONS, AND THE FORMALITIES OF A NEW AWARD. 

Art. 65. Proceedings for the denouncement of mines, dross and earth 
heaps shall remain void and be considered closed — 

1. When persons about to register the same, being previously warned, 
shall fail iA any of the requirements established for that purpose by the 
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present decree^ to wit : To deposit the amount designated by the Regu- 
lations to cover official expenses and pay for the issuance of the title of 
ownership ; to file a description of the property with the petition for reg- 
istry; to present a plan of the ground or a certificate of having staked 
the Same out in acpordance with Articles 21 and 46; to furnish the legal 
labor; to request the demarcation within the time fixed, and when 
ordered to pay the legal contribution he may be insolvent. A similar mode 
of procedure shall cover cases of permission to investigate, except that 
furnishing the legal labor shall not be required; but the same shall be 
required when a petition for demarcation be filed, after the discovery of 
mineral, in accordance with Articles 1, 6, 7, and 30. 

2. When any of the persons registering claims or surplus ground of 
earth or dross heaps, or a person requesting permission to investigate, 
may appear before the proper authority and propose in writing to cease 
operations ; in any of these cases the governor or alcalde shall declare, in 
accordance with the formalities set forth in the Regulations, the proceed- 
ings of denoimcement canceled and void, and the mining claims, earth or 
dross heaps vacant and competent to be registered by another. 

Art. 66. Claims to mines, earth and dross heaps expire and the own- 
ership of the same is lost — 

1. When the conditions of the concessions set forth in the title of own- 
ership are not complied with, in conformity with this decree and the Reg- 
ulations for its execution. 

2. When, on account of bad management, the enterprise is menaced 
with ruin, provided that the owner, being warned, does not put in the 
proper timbers and supports within the period fixed according to the 
instructions of the engineer, approved by the governor or alcalde. 

3. When failing to pay the fixed contribution set forth in Article 80, 
and the debtor having an attachment in execution levied for the- same is 
found to be insolvent. 

4. By abandonment, not observing the rules established by Articles 50, 
51, 52, and 53. 

5. By voluntary renunciation, making the relinquishment of the claim 
or claims according to the form and manner established by Article 63. 
Persons who may have obtained permission to investigate can not be dis- 
possessed except for some of the cases specified in this article, and with 
the formalities, legal steps, and right of appeal set forth in Article 69. 

Art. 67. In cases Nos. 1 and 4 of the preceding article the admissible 
exceptions shall be war, famine, and pestilence within a radius of 60 kilo- 
meters, fire and flood, earthquake, and heavy storm which may impede 
the labor, and always "force majeure^^ proven in due form. 

Art. 68. Interested parties may file claims before the Superior Civil 
Governor, according to Article 89, within thirty days after notification, 
against the decisions of the governor or alcalde ordering ex officio, in 
accordance with Article 65, that the proceedings of denouncenlent be void 
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and considered closed. Without prejudice to carrying out^,' at the proper 
time, the publication or announcement of void and closed denouncement 
proceedings, the governor or alcalde shall cause to be inserted, each six 
months, in the official periodical of the capital of the province, a list of 
mining claims, earth and dross heaps declared from any cause competent 
to be again registered within that period. 

Art. 69. In the cases mentioned in Article ^6^ the governor or alcalde 
shall order the cancellation, a proceeding being previously instituted 
either officially or at the instance of a party soliciting registry. These 
proceedings of registry of mines, whether of mines which have been for- 
merly worked in olden times, or mines title of ownership to which was 
issued in modern times, shall consist simply of a petition, that a forfei- 
ture be declared against the present incumbent, or if such forfeiture 
has already been declared, praying that the mine be awarded to the 
petitioner. A description shall accompany the petition for registry ; and 
as soon as the forfeiture is declared, or appears to have been previously 
declared, the petitioner may request the demarcation of the mine, without 
being subject to furnishing the legal labor. The concessionary whose title 
is thus forfeited may appeal to the Superior Civil Governor within thirty 
days, counting from the day of the notification; if he feels himself 
aggrieved by the decision rendered by said Superior Governor he may 
present his case to the Council of Administration, by way of administra- 
tive proceeding, within a period of thirty days after the notification. 
From the decision of the said council he may have another appeal to the 
Council of State, within the period prescribed by the Eoyal Decree of the 
4th of July, 1861. After the action canceling a concession of a mine, 
earth or dross heap, or of a permission to investigate, has become final, or 
the voiding of proceedings of registry has been ordered, the governor or 
alcalde shall declare said lands to be open for new registry, and announce 
the same to the public. Where the cancellation is through proceedings for 
registry, as above indicated, the person proposing to register shall have 
preference in demarcation and subsequent possession. Where the cancel- 
lation of a concession of a mine, earth or dross heap, or of permission to 
investigate, becomes final, or the voiding of the proceedings of registry 
has been ordered, and the ground surrounding the same is found to be 
registered or granted out for investigation so that there is not space 
enough for a complete claim, the original mine with its former dimen- 
sions shall be treated as again existing; and if the said dimensions are 
not known, or the vacant ground is not sufficient to contain the same, the 
new petition shall be void and the space shall be considered as overplus. 

Art. 70. If when a cancellation has been declared the person register- 
ing anew desires to utilize the buildings upon the expired claim or claims, 
or to make use of the machinery, if there be such, he may have the same 
condemned in conformity with the law. 

Art. 71. In claims abandoned for a period of ten years without being 
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again registered or worked the ground occupied for mining purposes and 
servitudes and the lots of houses now unserviceable for their original 
object shall completely revert to the owner of the landed property. 

Chap» X— MINING PLANTS. 

Art. 72. Every operator of minerals in fixed establishments shall 
enjoy the rights, have the obligations, and be subject to the indemnities 
mentioned in Chapter VIII of this decree, provided the provisions of the 
same be applicable to the operations. 

Art. 73. When the mine operator can not agree with the owner of the 
land upon which he proposes to establish his plant, he shall appeal to the 
governor or alcalde, in order that, after the institution of proceedings 
prescribed by law for condemnation, the same may declare whether or not 
the establishment is one of public utility. From the declaration of the 
governor or alcalde the owners of the ground or of the plant may appeal 
to the Superior Civil Govern/or, and the decision of the latter shall be final 
and further appeal shall not lie. 

Art. 74. When it is necessary to erect high ovens, Catalan forges, or 
any other part of the plant which may require combustibles or waterfall 
for power, the authorization of the Superior Civil Governor must be had, 
the proper proceeding being previously instituted by the governor or 
alcalde, with audience to the interested parties, a mining engineer, the 
engineer or superintendent of forests if there be such, and the Council of 
Administration. The governor or alcalde can not spend more than six 
months in the examination and formation of said proceedings, and the 
remittance of the same to the Superior Civil Governor. 

Art. 75. Everything relative to mining plants and not determined in 
this chapter shall be governed by the rules of the common law applicable 
to other industrial establishments, and the regulations and ordinances 
regarding sanitation and police shall be observed. 

Chap. XL-CONTRIBUTIONS FROM MINING INDUSTRIES. 

Art. 76. For each mining claim of the dimensions fixed in the first 
sentence of Article 13 there shall be paid annually a fixed tax of 40 escu- 
dos. Claims mentioned in the second sentence of the same article, 
although of greater dimensions than the others, shall pay only 20 escudos. 
Dross and earth heaps shall pay 50 escudos for each 40,000 superficial 
meters. Incomplete claims and overpluses shall pay in proportion to 
their respective areas. The claims at present granted with a less area 
shall likewise pay from the day upon which the present provisions become 
obligatory. Permissions to investigate shall pay 20 escudos per year, 
whether they be for one or two claims. General galleries shall pay a con- 
tribution corresponding to the mining claims which they may have 
res^^rved in the concession, from the day on which they are registered or 
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granted" for investigation^ according to Article 42. The respective contri- 
butions shall commence to run from the date of the demarcation of the 
claims and of the granting of the permission to investigate. 

Art. 77. Mining claims at present granted, incomplete claims, over- 
pluses, and claims pending determination shall enjoy the benefits of this 
decree and the contributions fixed in Article 76 shall be applicable to 
them, with a reduction corresponding to the smaller surface they contain 
in respect to the new claims herein established ; but the contribution shall 
extend to proceedings in course of determination from the day upon 
which the present provisions become obligatory. 

Art. 78. Mining claims for iron and combustible minerals shall be 
exempt from the annual contribution for a period of thirty years count- 
ing from the publication of the present decree. 

Art. 79. All minerals and metals of whatsoever class which may be 
exported from the islands shall be exempt from export duties as long as 
the tariff laws do not otherwise provide. Likewise, coal which may be 
imported for metallurgical purposes shall be exempt from import duties. 
The duties which must be paid upon other foreign mineral products shall 
be fixed by the tariff laws. 

Art. 80. Three per cent of the total product shall also be paid without 
deduction of any kind of expenses. All substances mentioned in Article 1 
shall be exempt from the payment of the 3 per cent for a period of thirty 
years. 

Art. 81. Mining and metallurgical industries can not be surcharged 
with any contribution or tax outside of those herein expressed. Nor shall 
there be exacted any fee of any other kind for the shipment of minerals 
within the islands or the transportation of the same in the coasting trade. 
But they shall be confiscated when they are transported without the per- 
mit accrediting whence they came. 

Chap. XII -AUTHORITY AND JURISDICTION OVER THE MINING INDUSTRY. 

Art. 82. All proceedings for denouncement which are instituted for 
the purpose of obtaining concessions in the mining industry are purely 
administrative. They shall be definitely and finally decided upon by the 
Superior Civil Governor of the islands. 

Art. 83. The Superior Civil Governor, when he deems it proper, and 
always when there is opposition to the proceedings for concessions of own- 
ership, shall hear the Council of Administration in banc, or in its section 
the '^'^Gobernacion y Fomento.^^ Jn case there arise contentions concern- 
ing the business in hand, the said section only shall take cognizance of the 
same. 

Art. 84. The party who may consider himself aggrieved by any pro- 
vision or measure adopted by the governors or alcaldes in matters con- 
cerning mines may present the matter, administratively, to the authority 



176 ABSTRACT OF MINING LAWS. 

immediately superior to that which may have rendered the decision, 
which superior authority shall take cognizance of the case, together with 
the accompanying report. 

Art. 85. An administrative appeal shall lie to the Council of Adminis- 
tration from final decisions rendered by the Superior Civil Governor in 
matters concerning mines : 

1. Against decisions confirming or refusing permission or refusal for 
investigation. 

2. Against decisions granting or refusing authority to open tunnels or 
general galleries. 

3. Against decisions granting or refusing ownership in mines, dross 
and earth heaps, and general galleries. 

4. Against decisions declaring expiration, according to Article 69. 
Art. 86. Administrative appeals mentioned in the preceding article 

may be instituted as well by those interested in the decisions against 
which the said remedy lies as by any others who, in proper time, may have 
filed their opposition with the governors or alcaldes for the purpose of 
attaching the same to the proceedings, according to Articles 36 and 46. 

Art. 87. The period within which the appeals mentioned in the two 
preceding articles must be entered shall be that fixed by the Eegulations 
concerning proceedings in administrative affairs of the 4th of July, 1861. 
[The Koyal Decree of the 23d of November, 1888, is in force now.] 

Art. 88. All persons who institute proceedings for the denouncement 
of mines shall have a power of attorney at the capital of the respective 
jurisdiction. In default of an interested principal or of his power of 
attorney the publication of the order in the official periodical and, if there 
be none, the posting of notices in the accustomed places shall have the 
same legal effects as a personal notification. 

Art. 89. The Council of Administration shall take cognizance, admin- 
istratively, of questions raised between the administration and concession- 
aries concerning the proper understanding of and compliance with the 
conditions established in the concession. 

Art. 90. The ordinary tribunals shall take cognizance of all questions 
which, as to mines, dross and earth heaps, tunnels or galleries, and min- 
ing plants, may arise between parties concerning ownership, shares, and 
debts, as well as ordinary offenses committed in said establishments and 
their dependencies. The intervention of the ordinary tribunals shall not 
hinder the administrative formalities concerning denouncement proceed- 
ings or the continuance of the work. In actions for debt against mining 
establishments, the attachment of all or part of the product may be 
ordered, and likewise, as the case may be, the execution and sale of the 
establishments themselves; but the judicial proceedings shall not work 
prejudice to the labor, timbering, drainage, and ventilation of the mines 
against which the action may be instituted, or the adjacent mines. The 
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governor or alcalde of the jurisdiction shall exercise vigilance over these 
matters. 

Art. 91. The tribunals competent to take cognizance of cases of fraud 
against the interests of the public revenue shall be equally competent to 
take cognizance of defraudation in the payment of taxes upon mines and 
the transportation of minerals and metals without the proper permit. 

Chap. XIII.— MINING ENGINEERS. 

Art. 92. The members of the Koyal Corps of Mining Engineers shall 
continue, as heretofore, their services in the islands, shall perform the 
scientific duties of their profession, and shall exercise the powers and 
rights conceded to them by this decree and by the Regulations. There 
shall be professional assistants to the number necessary for the service, 
who shall aid the engineers in their duties. 

The Eegulations shall determine the organization of the corps in the 
islands. The Superior Civil Governor, according to the conditions deter- 
mined by the Eegulations, shall distribute the engineers now in the 
islands according to necessities. It shall be the duty of said engineers to 
collect statistics of the denouncements in which they may intervene, and 
make an annual report of the mining industry. A copy of both shall be 
remitted to the Supreme Government. 

GENERAL PROVISIONS. 

1. Over all mines and mining establishments the Government of the 
islands, through the engineers, shall exercise that vigilance and inspec- 
tion necessary to compliance with this decree and with the Regulations. 

2. The Regulations shall determine the form and manner in which 
said inspection shall be exercised, and whether there be any kind of open- 
ing and development of mines which demand the direction of an 
engineer or professional aid, who may serve as such professional or as 
expert, and who shall be excepted from other obligation. 

3. Concessions and authorizations granted in conformity with the 
Organic Royal Decree of 1825, with later explanations, shall remain in 
statu quo as long as they strictly comply with the conditions under 
which they were issued; and they may also enjoy all the advantages 
offered by this decree, provided it be without prejudice to a third party. 

4. All periods of time fixed in the present decree shall commence to 
run from the day following the administrative notification of the same, 
or notice published in the official periodicals, or in default of periodicals, 
the posting of notices in the accustomed places, or the insertion in the 
same of the decisions of the authorities, according to the terms of the 
Regulations. 

M L 12 
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TEMPORARY PROVISIONS. 

1. Individuals or companies who may have obtained the ownership of 
mining claims, according to former laws^ may add a larger number of 
contiguous claims^ upon vacant ground^ by presenting the proper peti- 
tion in accordance with Article 16. 

2. Proceedings for denouncement which may be pending at the time 
of this decree shall be determined by the formalities established in the 
same^ as the briefest and most expeditious^ unless the interested parties 
declare in writing to the respective governor or alcalde that they prefer 
the former mode of procedure within sixty days form the publication of 
this decree. 

FINAL PROVISION. 

All general provisions as to the mining industry, existing prior to the 
publication of this decree, are hereby revoked. The Superior Civil Gov- 
ernor shall recommend to the Government the Eegulations for its 
execution. 

Done at the Palace this the 14th day of May, 1867. 
Scrolled by the royal hand. 

Alexandro Castro^ 

Minister of Colonies, 



REGULATIONS FOR THE EXECUTION OF THE ROYAL DECREE 
RELATING TO THE MINING INDUSTRY IN THE PHILIPPINE 
ISLANDS. 

Chap. L— OBJECTS OF MINING INDUSTRY. 

Art. 1. The special objects of the mining industry are all those in- 
organic substances enumerated in the Eoyal Decree, whether said sub- 
stances are in lodes or strata, pockets, or in any manner of laying, pro- 
vided their exploitation require working and surface or underground 
operations that can be qualified as mining industry pursued in compli- 
ance with the rules of the art. Precious stones in all cases where they 
can be exploited shall likewise form a special object of the said industry, 
independently of the manner and locality of discovery. 

Art. 2. If a petition filed for the exploitation of a mine seem to con- 
found substances referred to in Article 1 of the Eoyal Decree with those 
enumerated in Article 3, the governor or alcalde shall, at the time said 
petition is filed, make the necessary provisions for drafting said petition 
as it should be, in order that the special proceedings provided for by the 
said Eoyal Decree may be followed in each case and consistently with the 
various objects of the claimed concession. 

When, after obtaining professional opinion, there occurs any well- 
founded doubt upon the nature of the substance desired to be exploited, 
and whenever the respective owners of the ground raise such doubt 
within the term set for opposing petitions about minerals included in 
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Article 1 of the Eoyal Decree^ and prior to the survey of the •i)oundary 
lines in the case of petitions relating to mineral products referred to in 
Article 3 of said decree, the governor or alcalde shall suspend the pro- 
ceedings in the petition and shall immediately report to the Superior 
Civil Governor, by the proper channels for a resolution in the matter 
subsequent to the reports by the Inspector of Mines and by the Govern- 
ment and Industries Section of the Council of Administration. 

The aforesaid resolution shall be final and without any further re- 
course against it, and shall be published in the Gazette that said resolu- 
tion may form jurisprudence. 

Art. 3. The mineral products enumerated in xVrticle 3 of the Eoyal 
Decree shall be of free use if the consent of the owner of the ground be 
obtained, even in cases where the said products are applied to pottery, 
to the making of chinaware or porcelain and refractory bricks, crystal or 
glass, or to any other branch of the manufacturing industry, and wlien 
the owner refuses his consent the Superior Civil Governor may grant the 
authority to exploit said mineral products for these uses only after re- 
ceiving the record from the governor or alcalde in the terms and with 
the formalities provided for by the said Eoyal Decree in Article 4. 

For the purposes of Articles 4 and 5 of the Eoyal Decree, for ^^ex- 
ploitation^^ shall be understood to mean the separation, extraction, and 
alienation or consignment of the mineral products referred to in said 
articles, even though the owner of the ground or the concessionary, as 
the case may be, are not the manufacturers wlio apply said minerals 
directly to the uses stated in the foregoing paragraph. 

Art. 4. The proceedings instituted for authority to exploit the min- 
eral products named and indicated in Article 3 of the Eoyal Decree shall 
begin with the petition filed by the party in interest in the form under 
Model I^^o. 1. 

The governor or alcalde shall make the proper provisions for the 
notification of the owner of the ground in order that he may within the 
term of thirty days expose his reasons for refusing the permit to exploit 
or declare his agreeing to exploit on his own account. 

In this last case the said proceedings shall be sent to the Superior Civil 
Governor through the proper channels, in order that he may, after receiv- 
ing the report of the engineer and that of the Government and Industries 
Section of the Council of Administration, fix the time within which the 
owner must commence operations, said period not to be less than three 
months, as per Article 4 of the Eoyal Decree. During said period the 
petition for authority to exploit shall remain in suspense, and can only 
be heard if the owner does not commence the operations of exploitation 
within the said time. Upon the assumption that this may occur, the 
reports of the engineer and of the Section of the Council of Administra- 
tion shall be drafted for the purpose of considering the reasons that may 
warrant the permit petitioned for. 
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If the owner fails within thirty days to do anything in the matter of 
binding himself to make the exploitation on his own account^ he shall 
be understood to waive such right. In the latter case, as also where said 
owner refuses to exploit his property on his own account and submits the 
reasons why he does not consent to the exploitation by a third party, the 
record of the proceedings shall be sent to the Superior Civil Governor 
for his decision in the matter, to be rendered after receiving the report 
of the engineer and that of the Government and Industries Section of 
the Council of Administration. 

This decision shall always be final, without further recourse, whether 
the permit is granted or not. 

Art. 5. If the Superior Civil Governor grant the permit to a stranger 
to exploit grounds of private property for the products referred to in 
Article 3 of the Royal Decree, the governor or alcalde shall take steps 
for giving immediate notice of the granted permit and valuing the 
grounds to be occupied, and in order that payment of the valuation price 
be promptly made to the owner and the bond referred to in Article 5 of 
the Eoyal Decree given. 

The valuation shall be made by experts to be appointed by the parties 
in interest and, in case of disagreement, by a third expert to be desig- 
nated by the governor or alcalde at the time said parties in interest select 
theirs. For this purpose said parties in interest shall give said authori- 
ties due notice of the appointment by them made, and shall be 'given by 
said authorities immediate notice of the appointment of the third expert 
mentioned hereinabove. 

The security shall be filed with the governor or alcalde. 
Art. 6. After the indemnification has been paid and the security re- 
ferred to in Article 5 of the Royal Decree and in the foregoing article 
of these Regulations has been deposited, the governor or alcalde shall pro- 
vide that, without the least delay, the ground be staked out by the 
engineer w^hose duty it may be to do so, and shall report said provision 
to the Superior Civil Governor, who shall notify the said engineer to 
comply with said provision. 

The demarcation, never to exceed 20,000 square meters, shall be stated 
with its extension and figure, as requested by the party in interest, in 
the petition for the permit, provided always said figure be a rectilinear 
polygon with the least possible number of sides up to its limit of a 
rectangular parallelogram. 

The engineer shall make two plats of the ground to be exploited. One 
of said plats shall be attached to the record and the other given to the 
party in interest. Said plats shall conveniently determine the starting 
point of the exploitation and its boundary lines. 

If from the demarcation made there should result any discrepancies 
between the ground contained in its perimeter and the ground wherefor 
the valuation and indemnification have been made and the security filed, 
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the valuation shall be rectified by the same experts who intervened in 
the said valuation, if possible; otherwise by others selected in the same 
manner as the former. No work shall be commenced until the rectifica- 
tion and payment have been made, if said payment must be made by the 
grantee or if the amount of said payment has been deposited in the 
manner provided for in the following article. 

Art. 7. If any of the parties fail to appoint the experts, the latter 
shall be appointed by the governor or alcalde. Neither the demarcation 
shall be suspended nor any obstacles placed to the work necessary to 
exploit because the parties in interest do not conform to the valuations 
made by the two experts or by the third in case of disagreement. 

In the latter case the grantee shall deposit in the General Deposit 
Office in Manila or in the administration office in the respective province 
the amount of the valuated indemnification with the increase referred 
to in Article 5 of the Koyal Decree. Said deposit shall be independent 
of the sum to be paid for indemnification in the case where a recourse 
interposed by the parties has been duly resolved in compliance with the 
provisions of Article 95 of these Eegulations. 

Art. 8. If the grantee fail to exploit within one year the substances 
referred to in Articles 3 and 4 of the Royal Decree, in compliance with 
Article 5 of said decree, the forfeiture of the permit shall be declared, 
ex officio or at the request of a party, by the governor or alcalde. For 
parties in the proceedings of forfeiture shall be understood not only the 
owner of the ground but also any other person who, with or without said 
owner^s consent, intends exploiting the same substances in the same 
locality. 

The declarations made by the governor or alcalde iii the proceedings 
for forfeiture of permit can be appealed from to the Superior Civil Gov- 
ernor; but against the resolution rendered by the last-named Governor, 
after receiving the report from the respective section of the Council of 
Administration, there shall lie no recourse. 

Art. 9. The proceedings for the concession to exploit auriferous and 
tin sands or other mineral products in streams and placers, when said 
products have to be worked in fixed establishments (buildings, etc.) and 
to form mining claims, can be instituted without the obligation of put- 
ting up the plant prior to the filing of the petition, it being sufficient that 
the work be commenced within the term of one month reckoned from the 
date of filing said petition. 

The concession, however, shall not be granted, neither shall the pro- 
ceedings for said concession be definitely approved, until the fact is estab- 
lished within the term set by the Superior Civil Governor in each case, 
that the plant has been erected completely or at least suiBciently to be in 
a condition to commence operations. 

Art 10. In the cases where the metallurgy of iron calls as raw 
material the ferruginous earths, referred to in Article 7 of the Royal 
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Decree^ the proceedings shall be immediately instituted^ as all others 
whereby the concession of a mining claim is solicited, but without the 
necessity of proving the existence of a fixed plant nor of erecting said 
plant on the part of the parties exploiting said claim. Said parties in 
the aforesaid cases shall be classed as being in the same circumstances as 
grantees of mines containing the substances enumerated in Article 1 of 
the Koyal Decree. 

Chap. II.— PROSPECTING. 

Art. 11. The permission to make freely surface work under the name 
of prospecting for the purpose of discovering minerals, as granted in 
Article 8 of the Eoyal Decree, if they be on lands not under cultivation, 
shall extend, subject always to that condition, to staked-out lands, 
whether same belong to the State, municipalities, or to private parties. 

Art. 12. If the owner of the land refuses permission for the above- 
stated work, the prospector can request said permission from the gov- 
ernor or alcalde, and these authorities may grant the request, in the form 
provided for in Article 17 of these Kegulations. 

Art. 13. The petitions filed with the governor or alcalde for permis- 
sion to prospect arable lands, part whereof is planted with trees or similar 
lands devoted to pasture or plowing, the owner whereof, or his repre- 
sentative, refuses his permission or has failed to grant same after two 
months, shall be notified to said owner, setting at the same time the term 
of thirty days within which he is to expose the reasons of his refusal or 
silence. After the lapse of said term without any reply from said 
owner it shall be understood that he waives the right granted him bv 
Article 9 of the Koyal Decree. The said petitions shall be drafted upon 
the form of Model No. 1, with such alterations as may be necessary. 

Art. 14. The resolution of the governor or alcalde declining or grant- 
ing the permit to prospect as referred to in Article 9 of the Eoyal Decree 
can be appealed from through the same authorities to the Superior Civil 
Governor, but there shall lie no further recourse against the decision of ' 
the last-named authority. 

Art. 15. Parties requesting the owner of a land for permission to 
prospect said land in the cases referred to in Articles 9 and 10 of the 
Koyal Decree shall in writing bring the matter to the knowledge of the 
governor or alcalde under whose jurisdiction is the locality to be pros- 
pected. The governor or alcalde shall enter in said writing, in words 
and very clearly, the date of the filing of said writing and delivery, and 
deliver to the petitioner or to thje latter's legitimate and accredited repre- 
sentative the certificate establishing the fact that due notice has been 
given to said authorities. 

Art. 16. For the purpose of obtaining a mining concession and title 
there can in no case be invoked any rights claimed to be based on the 
date of the petition for prospecting, nor on the dates of the filing of said 
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petition^ nor upon evidence of a personal or other kind of the time 
wherein the prospecting was done^ even in cases of lands the exploitation 
whereof is declared free by the Eoyal Decree. 

AiiT. 17. The owners of lands, whether same be uncultivated or arable, 
having trees, or be devoted to pasture or plowing, or occupied by gardens, 
orchards, cane fields, or any other irrigation farm, shall always have the 
right to exact from the prospector to previously give bonds for the indem- 
nification of the damages that may be occasioned by the prospecting. 

The indemnity shall, when there has been no agreement made, be set 
by the experts appointed by the parties, or by a third in case of disagree- 
ment to be designated by the governor or alcalde at the time the parties 
select theirs. For this purpose said parties shall give due notice of the 
appointment by them made to the said authorities, who shall immediately 
give notice to said parties of the appointment of the third expert in case 
of disagreement. 

When the parties can not agree as to the amount of security to guaran- 
tee the indemnity, the governor or alcalde shall set the amount. 

The governor or alcalde shall also set the amount of the security in the 
cases where said authorities grant the permit, owing to the refusal or 
silence on the part of the owner, to prospect the land of said owner, what- 
ever be the case referred to in Articles 8 and 9 of the Royal Decree under 
which said land may come. 

Art. 18. If the parties in interest, in the case referred to in the fore- 
going article, fail to conform to the valuation of the indemnity, the pro- 
ceedings shall lie analogously with those provided under Article 7 of 
these Regulations when treating of the authority for exploiting the 
mineral substances enumerated in Article 3 of the Eoyal Decree. 

Art. 19. The distances of 40 and 1,400 meters exacted in Article 12 
of the Royal Decree for prospecting or making other mining work in the 
cases and under the circumstances expressed in said article shall 
be counted, for buildings, from the outer walls, sides, or fences ; for rail- 
roads, from the bottom line of embankments, from the top line of cuts, 
and from the outer edge of ditches, and in default of said lines from a 
line traced at li/^ meters from the outer cheek of the rail on the road- 
way; for cart roads, in the same manner as for railroads, with the 
difference that in default of ditches the starting point shall be from 
a line traced at 1 meter from the edge of the road filling ; for canals, the 
outer edge of the towpath ; for fountains, from the outer part of the basin, 
if any, or from the place where the water is received ; for watering places 
and other public easements, from the outer line next to the spot of the 
mining work, and, lastly, for fortifications, from the most advanced 
earthworks and nearest to the place where the mining work has to 
be done. 

Art. 20. Petitions for license to perform the mining work at lesser dis- 
tances than those set forth in the preceding article shall be addressed, 
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through the governor or alcalde, to the Superior Civil Governor or to the 
Captain-General, in either of which cases the proper proceedings shall be 
instituted, subject to the report of the Engineer of Mines and to that of 
the Council of Administration in case of public easements ; if the latter 
consist of roads or canals, the report of the corresponding engineer shall 
also be required. 

If the requested license be denied, whether by the Superior Civil Gov- 
ernor, the Captain-General, or the owner of the buildings of private prop- 
erty, such refusal shall be considered as final without any further recourse 
against same. 

It is not necessary to request the aforesaid license for hearing and 
determining mining proceedings, even when there be roads, buildings, or 
easements within the solicited claim, if the work done or contemplated 
lies at a distance greater than that set forth above. 

In this last case the proceedings shall follow the ordinary course, but 
the engineers shall state the special conditions obtaining, for the purpose 
of enacting as may be deemed convenient by the Superior Civil Governor 
in granting the concession. 

Chap. III.— MINING CLAIMS. 

Art. 21. The engineers visiting the district where the mines are being 
worked and those who survey the boundary lines shall be careful to 
examine if between the claims already granted there exist strips or free 
spaces lacking in the extent necessary to form a claim in compliance with 
Articles 13 and 14 of the Eoyal Decree. In both these cases and whenever 
the above-recited fact comes to their notice in any other manner they 
shall notify the governor or alcalde of same. The latter authorities, con- 
sidering the land in question as ^"^demasias^^ (surplus ground), as per 
Article 15 of the same Eoyal Decree, shall, within forty days, reckoned 
from the date of receipt of notice from the engineers, commence to insti- 
tute the proceedings for adjudication. The notice shall be accompanied 
by a topographic plan of the claims between which are the strips or free 
spaces insufficient to form complete claims, and in view thereof the gov- 
ernor or alcalde shall order that the owner of the oldest of the contiguous 
mines be notified to the effect that he may state whether or not he accepts 
the surplus ground, which can be adjudicated to him as a '^demasia.^^ In 
the case just recited, as also when the surplus ground exceeds two-thirds 
of a complete mining claim of its kind, the notice to state whether the 
''demasia'' is accepted or not shall be given to all the other contiguous 
owners, and inserted in the official newspaper or on the notice board at 
the Government or alcalde^s building. 

All oppositions shall be filed within the term of one hundred and twenty 
days. Within the same term shall the owner of the oldest mine, as also 
the others to whom in order of priority may be granted the adjudication 
of all or part of the "demasias,^^ inform the governor or alcalde if they 
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refuse or not said surplus ground, and their silence in the premises shall, 
after the lapse of said term, be understood as an evidence of their 
acceptance. 

After the one hundred and twenty days the governor or alcalde shall, 
without any delays of any kind, decree the adjudication, and the demar- 
cation shall be communicated to the Superior Civil Governor, to whom 
shall also be sent the record with the written documents of opposition for 
his decision. The provisions established for the proceedings in the case 
of complete mining claims shall be observed in all that has not been spe- 
cially set forth in the present article. 

Notice shall be given the engineers of the receipt of their reports and 
maps for the purposes of this article, and the date of entry of said docu- 
ments in the Government or alcalde^s office shall be taken note of in the 
same manner as for the filing of petitions. From the said date shall 
begin to run the forty days referred to in the first paragraph. 

Art. 22. The "demasia^^ or '^^demasias^^ may be also solicited by the 
owners of the contiguous mines, subject to the order of preference desig- 
nated by the Royal Decree, but no concession shall be granted until the 
examination and report of the corresponding engineer have been made 
and the topographic plan drawn up as aforesaid, as referred to in the 
foregoing article. 

As soon as the petition is filed the governor or alcalde shall order the 
engineer to make the examination and draw up the topographic plan of 
the mining claims between which exist vacant strips or spaces and to 
report thereon within the term of six months reckoned from the date 
whereon he received the order from said authorities. 

After these formalities have been complied with the proper notices 
shall be duly issued, and the matter shall continue with the proceedings 
and subject to the rules provided for in Article 21 for official adjudica- 
tions. 

Art. 23. ^^Demasias^^ not expressly renounced by all the contiguous 
mine owners must in all cases be adjudicated before the lapse of two 
years reckoned from the date of the concession of the latest mining claim, 
determining the perimeter of the vacant space between three or more 
claims or forming between two others the strip referred to in Articles 14 
and 15 of the Royal Decree. 

Art. 24. In the demarcation and concession of incomplete claims or 
"demasias^^ the following rules shall be observed, to wit : 

1. Whenever between staked-out or prospected mines there is vacant 
space to take in a complete mining claim, same can not be demarcated as 
incomplete, because according to the Royal Decree preference must be 
given to the complete claim, as same forms the unity of concession. 

2. No incomplete mining claim shall be demarcated in spaces not en- 
tirely inclosed by mines or prospects, if it be necessary therefor to take 
free land outside said space and the locating of other complete claims be 
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thereby prevented ; in this case the intermediate space shall be considered 
a "demasia/^ 

3. If the surface of a vacant space, bounded by other concessions or 
prospecting permits, be sufficient to contain two incomplete claims or a 
complete one, the latter shall be invariably demarcated, and the surplus 
ground shall be a '^demasia/^ 

4. If a vacant space, though of greater surface than one complete 
claim, were not 300 or 500 meters long, as respectively required by Article 
14 of the Eoyal Decree according to the class of claim, two incomplete 
claims can be marked off, each with an average surface of at least from 
40,000 to 100,000 square meters, but less than from 600,000 to 150,000, 
as the case may be. 

5. Intermediate vacant spaces not measuring an area of at least from 
40,000 to 100,000 square meters, as the case may be, or, if exceeding said 
area, have not all the circumstances enumerated under Article 14 of the 
Eoyal Decree, shall be considered ^^demasias/^ 

(). When between staked-out claims there is a strip of vacant land the 
width whereof be less than 200 or 300 meters, according to the class of 
claims, said vacant land shall be demarcated as contiguous incomplete 
claims. 

7. If between staked-out claims there be old mines, the lapsing, aban- 
donment, or renunciation whereof appears to be already declared and 
adjudicated, said grounds shall be considered as incomplete claims or as 
"demasias,^^ in compliance with the provisions in the foregoing article. 

8. Only in the case where the declaration of lapsing, when same be not 
already declared, is requested for the purpose of registering, and after 
the adjudication of said lapsing the governor or alcalde declare the 
ground in question to be open to registry, can in the sense of Article 69 
of the Eoyal Decree lie the reappearance of the primitive claim in favor 
of the informant as a special grace to him granted by the Eoyal Decree 
in reward for his information. 

Art. 25. The only object of every mining proceeding shall be the num- 
ber of claims that can be covered by one petition according to the cases 
referred to in Article 16 of the Eoyal Decree. Excepted are only peti- 
tions for claims within the same boundaries (cotos mineros), w^hich 
petitions can be made in the form set forth in Article 50 of these Eegu- 
lations. 

Petitions made in the name of companies limited, unlimited, and joint 
stock, and also special mining companies, when said companies are 
legally instituted, shall be accompanied by a written document in due 
form establishing their corporate existence. 

Art. 26. If the registration refers to a deposit or extent of peat that 
does not cover the acreage of an incomplete claim of its class, the claim 
may be designated in the form of a rectangle inclosing or containing said 
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deposit. The concession shall be limited to this space, and shall be 
granted subject to the same provisions established for other concessions 
of the same class. 

In the case of exploiting several small extents of peat one and the 
same petition of registration shall cover and designate all those existing 
in the space of four contiguous claims of the dimensions set forth in 
Paragraph 2 of Article 13 of the Eoyal Decree, or in double the space 
if claimed by a company, but each of said extents can be staked out sepa- 
rately, if suitable, by forming a rectangle large enough to inclose or 
contain the whole of said extent. 

The topographic plan shall show each extent or spot distinctly traced 
according to the situation of said spots, and the surface of said spots shall 
be made to appear in the document or report of the examination and 
staking out, as also the sum of the square meters of all the spots that are 
to be the subject of the concession. Said concession shall be limited to 
the spaces staked out, and the grantees shall pay the contribution cor- 
responding to said spaces as set forth in Paragraphs 2, 4, and 8 of Article 
76 of the Royal Decree. 

These concession shall be reputed to be manned if same contain the 
number of workmen corresponding to the space, primitively designated, 
of one or more claims, and the intermediate spaces shall remain vacant 
for mining concessions of this class. 

Art. 27. For the purpose of separating two or more claims granted 
under one concession the proper proceedings shall be instituted com- 
mencing with the petitions of the parties in interest, to be followed by the 
opinion of the corresponding mining engineer, the filing of said proceed- 
ings, together with the report of the governor or alcalde, with the 
Superior Civil Governor for the latter^s resolution. If the approval is 
denied, there shall lie no recourse, unless the causes of the denial become 
modified owing to exploitation subsequently made or to any other motive, 
to be investigated in each case according to the circumstances obtaining 
therein. 

Art. 28. When individuals or companies acquire by purchase or any 
other legal means any number of mining claims already granted by the 
State, they shall give notice of said acquisition to the governor or alcalde 
within the first thirty days immediately following said acquisition, and 
the 'said authorities shall notify the matter to the Superior Civil Gov- 
ernor within the term of two months. 

If the acquiring companies desire, owing to the existence of vacant 
ground, the increase in the claims accorded by the Royal Decree, the pro- 
ceedings therefor shall commence and continue in the form and manner 
established for general rule in the case of registration and ordinary con- 
cessions. 

When individuals or companies acquire, with the means referred to in 
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the first paragraph of this article, claims, though not granted, the pro- 
ceedings wherefor are going the legal routine, said individuals or com- 
panies must inform the governor or alcalde of the purchase or assign- 
ment with the shortest possible delay and file the document proving said 
purchase or assignment, as also manifest the wish that the proceedings 
may continue in their name and at their representation. Until said 
formalities are complied with, the aforesaid authorities shall continue 
the proceedings and recognize as sole legitimate party thereto the person 
who has instituted and continued said proceedings, without interposing 
any alienation or transfer duly established, or the person who is duly 
qualified for the purpose, such qualification to be established before the 
authority hearing the proceedings. 

Chap. IV -PETITIONS FOR MINING CLAIMS. 

Art. 29. The right of preference for the concession of and title to 
mining claims by reason of the priority of petition referred to in Article 
20 of the Eoyal Decree shall in equal cases be regulated by the date of 
the presentation of said petitions. When a petition requests prospecting 
or exploiting in gardens, cane fields, orchards, and any irrigation farm, 
even if to present said petition the owner^s permission be not necessary, 
if said owner declines to consent, to the commencement of operations and 
files his denial within the term of three months, no recourse of any kind 
shall lie and the petition shall remain void. 

If the owner of the lands indicated in this article shall make no answer 
within three months after his permission has been requested, either 
refusing or granting said permission, it shall be understood that he 
accedes to the execution of the work, and the proceedings shall continue 
their course, and the governor or alcalde shall authorize the prospector 
or the party registering the claim to commence operations subject to 
giving security and indemnity in the terms provided for in Article 11 of 
the Eoyal Decree and in Articles 5, 7, and 17 of these Eegulations. 

No recourse shall be given to petitions for prospecting or registration, 
if no license has been obtained to start the work at a distance less than 
that required by Article 12 of the Eoyal Decree, when it is desired to do 
said work in close proximity to buildings, roads, public easements, and 
fortifications referred to in said article. 

In all these cases, as also in those recited in Article 20 of the Eoyal 
Decree, prospectors or registering parties shall at the time of requesting 
permission to begin operations inform thereof the petty governor (gober- 
nadorcillo) in whose jurisdiction said operations or work must be done, 
in the form provided for in Article 15. Petitions for diminution of dis- ^ 
tances spoken of in the foregoing paragraph shall be addressed through 
the governor or alcalde, and the provisions established in Article 20 of 
these Eegulations shall be applicable to said petitions. 

The parties in interest shall also inform the local authority of the 
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petition by them addressed to the owners of gardens, orchards, cane 
fields, and irrigation farms for permission to extend the commenced 
work through the ground occupied by the said properties. If the per- 
mission has not been obtained after the lapse of three months or has 
been denied within said term, said permission can be granted by the 
governor or alcalde as provided for in Article 20 of the Royal Decree 
and subject to the indemnity and security mentioned in Article 11 and 
to the provisions made for this purpose under Articles 5, 7, and 17 of 
these Regulations. 

If the permission be denied by the governor or alcalde, the Superior 
Civil Governor can be appealed to. There shall lie no recourse against 
the decision of the latter authority. 

Whenever the ground is one of those whereon to commence or continue 
work it is necessary to obtain the permission of the owner, or in default 
of same that of the governor or alcalde, the party in interest shall be 
obliged, within the term of sixty days reckoned from the presentation of 
the petition for prospecting or registering, to show the permission or 
refusal of the owner of said ground for the purpose of attaching the 
respective documents to the record, or to manifest in writing the date 
whereon said permission was asked of said owner. If at the expiration 
of the aforesaid term neither of the two documents hereinbefore men- 
tioned be filed, it shall be understood that the said party in interest 
renounces to the further continuance of the proceedings and his petition 
for prospecting or registering shall remain without course and closed. 

Art. 30. The term of twenty days set by Article 21 of the Royal 
Decree within which to present the certificate of the Gobernadorcillo, or 
of the respective petty authority wherewith to establish the fact that the 
land solicited is staked out with visible mounds, shall begin to run, in 
the cases referred to in the foregoing article, from the date whereon the 
petitioning prospector or registering party has obtained the permission 
to commence operations. 

Art. 31. Petitions for prospecting and registering shall be made out 
in the form of Model No. 2. 

The description can be entered in the same petition or in a separate 
writing, but the two documents shall be indispensably presented simul- 
taneously, and no petition shall be admissible without said description 
as stated herein. 

Art. 32. Prospectors and registering parties shall describe the solic- 
ited claims and state clearly and in detail the point whence the work has 
been commenced, or is to commence, and starting from said point in 
relation to the perimeter of the ground claimed, they shall determine 
the boundary lines with all precision by indicating determined, visible, 
certain, and known places in reference whereto they shall give in meters 
the longitude and latitude of the claims in order that the rectangle or 
figure to be had by said claims may result exact, and by marking the 
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points of the compass with reference to the said boundary lines and to 
the direction wherein the claims are to be traced, and for this purpose 
the longitude and latitude shall also be given in meters. 

When the examination made by the engineer shows that neither the 
points of reference nor the boundary lines correspond with those men- 
tioned in the description, or that the latter are not boundaries or are 
distant from the starting point of the work double the space designated 
in the petition or respective written document, the ground claimed shall 
be considered as distinct from that examined by the engineer, and by 
decree of the governor or alcalde the description shall remain without 
effect and the proceedings closed. The resolution of said authorities may 
be appealed from to the Superior Civil Governor, but there shall lie no 
recourse against the latter's decision. 

Art. 33. At the time of filing a petition for prospecting or registra- 
tion a note shall be entered on said petition over the full signature of 
the secretary of the governor or of the alcalde stating the hour and min- 
ute, the day, month, and year of the filing, the whole written out in let- 
ters, as also that the deposit of 75 escudos provided for under Article 84 
has been duly made. 

The aforesaid note shall also state that the description is made on a 
separate writing, if such be the case, and in said case another note shall 
be entered in said writing over the signature of the aforesaid secretary, 
establishing the simultaneous filing required by Article 31 of these 
Kegulations. 

Immediately after the stated formalities, the governor or alcalde shall 
decree the admission of the petition in compliance with the provisions 
of Article 22 of the Eoyal Decree. 

The consecutive numbers for the petitions referred to in the said 
article. Paragraph 2, shall be written out in letters and without any 
erasures or corrections. 

Art. 34. For the purpose of complying with the second period of 
Article 22 of the Eoyal Decree there shall be kept in the offices of the 
governor or alcalde two books called, respectively, '^Trospecting^^ and 
"Registration." 

The two books shall be bound with inserted duplicate sheets, all of 
which shall be scrolled by the governor or alcalde, so that his scroll may 
appear invariably in the original and in the duplicate, and both the 
original and duplicate shall be equally numbered. 

Each book shall have a separate index, wherein shall be entered 
alphabetically the names of the solicited prospectings or claims with 
reference to the page in the book where is entered the note of the pres- 
entation of the petition. 

In the Book of Prospecting shall be entered the petitions filed for the 
purpose of doing prospecting and also those referring to the general 
galleries of prospecting, transportation, and drainage. 
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In the Book of Eegistration shall be entered the petitions for registra- 
tion, for "demasias/^ for dross and earth heaps, for mining groups, the 
petitions for the expioitatioii oi' the su'ustiiUvAS referred to in Articles 
4 and 5 of the Royal Decree, those referring to the mineral products 
mentioned in the sixth when the work (el benelicio) is done in buildings, 
and the petitions for prospecting. 

In every one of the sheets of both books, divided in two parts, no other 
entries shall be made but those relating to a petition. On the left side 
of said sheets the following items shall be entered clearly and with all 
exactness, to wit : The name of the party in interest, or, as the case may 
be, that of his representative, the object solicited, the fact whether the 
description be made in the same petition or separately, and, in letters, 
the hour and minute, the day, month, and year of the presentation. 
Following this first entry others shall be made stating the main proceed- 
ings in the case until its conclusion. 

For '^main proceedings'^ shall be understood the admission of the peti- 
tion, the publication of the description, the permission or refusal of 
prospecting and exploiting or of commencing the work, the notices to 
the effect that the permission of the owner of the ground has been asked, 
the presentation of the certificate of making of the mounds, the notice 
to the effect that the work required by law, the examination and staking 
out of the ground have been made, the filing of the record with the 
Superior Civil Governor, and the concession or refusal in any of the 
cases stated in the Eoyal Decree and in these Regulations. 

In the part of the right, the duplicate of the entry made in the part 
on the left shall be certified to by the said secretary, who may have 
authenticated the memoranda in the petition, with the ''0. K.^' of the 
governor or alcalde, and the two parts shall be separated, by cutting, in 
order to deliver one to the interested party as a receipt. 

There shall be no blank spaces left between memoranda which are to 
be continued to the left part of the books, nor shall erasures or amend- 
ments be made. If any of the latter should be indispensable, the same 
shall be done through an explanatory note which shows the correction 
of the error, vised by the governor or alcalde and signed by the secretary, 
if there be one. 

In order to secure due uniformity, the books shall be kept in Manila, 
and shall be sent by the Superior Civil Governor to the governors or 
alcaldes according as the need them. In making up said books the 
Model No. 3 shall be followed. 

Art. 35. The number in order which, according to Article 22 of the 
Royal Decree and Article 33 of the Regulations, must appear upon peti- 
tions for registry or investigation and those designated in Paragraphs 4 
and 5 of Article 34 of the Regulations, shall be the same as shown in 
the respective record book ; this is the number by which each record of 
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proceedings shall be distinguished, and is that which shall be placed 
upon the file on each one similar to Model No. 4. 

The numbering in the duplicate books shall not commence anew with 
each year, nor upon filling one book and commencing another, but they 
must always be correlative without interruption of time or of books. 

Art. 36. Not only shall an entry be made of the filing of the different 
petitions which the parties may present during the course of the pro- 
ceedings for denouncement, but also the remittance of the records to the 
engineers, their return, the presentation of ground plans and stamped 
paper by the parties, and all things tending to show the date upon which 
different formalities and requirements in regard to the proceedings took 
place. 

These memoranda shall always be entered and signed by the secre- 
taries upon the body of the paper and page, and never on the margin of 
writings or documents. 

Art. 37. When a record of proceedings for the denouncement of an 
overplus is commenced, it shall be made to appear by official memoran- 
dum that the surrounding mines have been already conceded by the State. 

Art. 38. If a proceeding for registry or investigation be still in course 
of determination, and a widening or increase of the claims is petitioned 
for, care shall be taken not to form and prosecute a new proceeding, but 
the petition shall be attached to the original proceedings, which shall 
thereafter be subject to the formalities required by the petition for 
widening or increasing until the same shall be determined and closed as 
a single record. 

A consequence of this is that, although the amount specified in the 
Eegulations for the new expenses to which the same may give rise shall 
accompany petitions for widening or increasing mining claims, it is not 
necessary that they be recorded in the duplicate books as new registra- 
tions or investigations, but it is sufficient to make a memorandum of the 
same as documents as belonging to the original proceedings. 

Art. 39. Although it is not necessary that the, notices treated of in 
Article 23 of the Koyal Decree, and other matters referred to in the same, 
be attached to the record of proceedings, notwithstanding it must be 
shown by an entry that the same have been exposed to the public for the 
time and in the form and manner required by the Eoyal Decree. Like- 
wise there must be entered a memorandum of any announcements or 
notifications made through the official periodicals, without prejudice to 
attaching the same to the record of proceedings. 

Art. 40. Taking into account the provisions of Article 34 of these 
Eegulations, it is obligatory to keep only the two duplicate books specified 
in the same; but this shall not prevent the governors or alcaldes from 
keeping such other books as they may deem conducive to the best order 
and convenience of the office. 
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The provisions in said article in respect to making memorandum of 
the principal formalities, which are to be made in the two duplicate 
books, must be scrupulously complied with. 

Art. 41. Upon petitioning for the right to investigate, for the regis- 
tration of a mine, for dross or earth heaps, general gallery for investiga- 
tion, transportation, or drainage, and authority to develop and work the 
substances referred to in Article 3 of the Royal Decree, the interested 
parties shall give a name to the mine, work, or object which they solicit. 

Governors or alcaldes, without further recourse, may refuse to accept 
any name which may be offensive or bad sounding, considered morally or 
civilly, and oblige the petitioners to select others exempt from such 
objections. 

Art. 42. In cases referred to in Article 29 of these Regulations, the 
periods fixed by Articles 23 and 24 of the Royal Decree for publishing 
investigation or registry or for presenting opposition shall count from 
the date upon which permission was obtained to commence the work 
from the owner of the land or from the governor or alcalde. 

The latter authority can not proceed, in the said cases, to order the 
admission of the petitions in the form and manner prescribed by Article 
22 of the Royal Decree before the said permission of the owner has been 
obtained, or the same has been officially granted, according to said Article 
29 of the Regulations ; but the unchangeable periods of which said Regu- 
lations treat having passed, the governor or alcalde shall order the admis- 
sion without further delay or postponement, complying with all matters 
prescribed in the Royal Decree concerning the initial formalities and 
legal steps of the proceedings. 

Art. 43. The period prescribed by Article 25 of the Royal Decree for 
the decision of the governors or alcaldes upon petitions for investigation 
shall be comprised within the same terms expressed in the preceding 
article for cases therein comprehended. 

Art. 44. The permission to investigate which governors or alcaldes 
may grant shall be for the period of two years as set forth in Article 27 
of the Royal Decree, provided that during this time the interested parties 
comply with the conditions imposed by the same and fulfill all the 
required formalities. 

If upon the termination of said period the work of investigation has 
been pushed to a great depth, the Superior Civil Governor, in view of 
reports from the engineer and the governor or alcalde, may extend the 
permission for two more years, provided the investigators request the 
same before the expiration of the former period. 

Permission granted for investigation shall also serve as authority for 
disposing of the minerals. 

At any time that minerals may be discovered, and the legal labor may 
be performed, according to the provisions of Articles 30 and 65 of the 
M L 13 
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Eoyal Decree, the investigators may request the demarcation and con- 
cession, the proceedings being carried out in the same form and manner 
as those for registry. 

Art. 45. When the petition for investigation or registry may have been 
admitted on the date of its presentation, the period of four months for 
the furnishing of the legal labor of 10 meters shall be counted in the 
manner expressed in Article 28 of the Koyal Decree; but in cases treated 
of in Articles 29, 42, and 43 of these Regulations it shall be counted from 
the day following notice of the order of admission of the petition, issued 
by the governor or alcalde. 

Before the expiration of said period the interested parties shall deliver, 
in the office of the governor or alcalde respectively, a writing in which 
they shall report that they have furnished the said labor and the form 
and manner in which it was done. 

The presentation of this report shall be noted in the proper book, and a 
receipt shall be given, vised by the governor or alcalde and signed by the 
secretary, when there be such. 

In case the person proposing to register desires to convert the registra- 
tion into an investigation, according to the right granted by Article 28 
of the Royal Decree, if the registration embraces more than two claims 
and it is desired to hold them all for investigation, there shall be pre- 
sented, separately, at the time of requesting the conversion, as many 
petitions as may be necessary so that each area for investigation may not 
include more than two claims, in conformity with the provisions of 
Articles 17 and 21 of the Royal Decree. 

Art. 46. The record of proceedings for denouncement of mines shall 
be formed from the original documents, and never from copies more or 
less authenticated. To this end original documents shall accompany all 
petitions, requests, appeals, orders, reports, notices, and memorandums 
which are entered in relation to the proceedings, and they shall follow 
in regular order, showing the examination and determination of the 
business cleary and correlatively. The paging shall be by leaves, and 
the secretary shall scroll them, and when there is no secretary, the gov- 
ernor or alcalde shall scroll the same; and special care shall be taken 
that the entries appear in the order in which they take effect, without 
extending upon the margin any entry of later date or prior date to the 
other which may have preceded it. 

Blank spaces which may of necessity appear on some pages including 
petitions shall be properly canceled as they occur. 

Only in case the decision in a preceding proceeding for denouncement 
affects others in opposition shall a certified copy be referred to said per- 
sons affected, which copy sail be vised by the respective authority. 

Art. 47. In every proceeding, whether it be one which the decision of 
the governor or alcalde terminates, or must be remitted to the Superior 
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Civil Governor for his decision, there must be noted at the end of the 
same by the secretary, or in default of the same by the governor or 
alcalde, the number of folios it contains, that the blank spaces are can- 
celed, and any other matters proper in each case. This memorandum 
must be written out in full, and no figures must be used. 

Art. 48. Proceedings for denouncement may be prosecuted by the 
interested parties themselves or by their representatives. In the latter 
case a legal power of attorney must be presented and attached to the 
record of the proceedings. 

The interested party or his representative must reside in the capital 
or head of the province in which the proceedings are prosecuted, and 
the administration shall treat with him in regard to all the formalities 
which must be observed and notices which must be served. 

When for any reason the interested party or his representative may be 
absent from the capital or head of the province, or does not reside in the 
same, notices shall be served by publication in the official periodical or 
list of announcements, the respective copy of the same containing said 
notice being attached to the record of proceedings, and the same legal 
effects shall be thereby produced as by personal notice. 

Art. 49. In order that the legal labor may show the existence of the 
mineral the exploitation of which is proposed, it shall always be done at 
the back of the lode, vein, or outcropping discovered in the regular ore 
deposits, and in the irregular deposits as is most convenient, according 
to their form. 

Art. 50. Every private person or company legally constituted may 
petition for the concession of a group or collection of mines, as well for 
investigation as for registration, under the following conditions : 

1. The group or collection of mines, whether for investigation or regis- 
tration, must contain twenty claims at least and no more than sixty. 
These claims shall contain the area belonging to them according to the 
kind of mineral. 

2. A topographical ground plan, properly drawn by an engineer on a 
scale of 1 to 10,000, shall accompany each petition, upon which, after 
fixing a point of departure, shall be separately shown each claim, con- 
nected according to convenience, and a report shall also accompany the 
same in which shall be set forth, under a scientific and industrial point 
of view, the propriety and advantage of granting the group requested. 

3. Upon presenting the petition, a deposit of 25 escudos for each claim 
forming the collection shall be made. 

4. In petitions for the investigation of collections of mines, the same 
formalities shall be followed as for the investigation of ordinary claims ; 
and in petitions for registration of collections of mines, those fixed for 
the same, without further difference in the latter than performing the 
legal labor in four points of the collection, distant one from the other 400 
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meters at least when mines referred to in Paragraph 1 of Article 13 of 
the Royal Decree are referred to, and 600 when they be those mentioned 
in Paragraph 2 of said article. 

5. All other rules, conditions, and guaranties established in the Royal 
Decree and these Regulations for proceedings for investigation and regis- 
tration are respectively applicable to these latter proceedings and to 
their examination and determination. 

Chap, v.— DEMARCATIONS AND GRANTS OF OWNERSHIP. 

Art. 51. In order to comprise in the demarcation landed properties 
comprehended in the case mentioned in Article 10 of the Royal Decree, 
the permission of the owner of the same must be requested, and if after 
two months he refuses the same or remains silent, the governor or alcalde 
shall authorize the demarcation in the form and manner petitioned for, 
a guaranty and indemnification having been previously given, within the 
periods prescribed by Article 11 of the Royal Decree and Articles 5, 7, 
and 17 of these Regulations. 

The request for permission presented to the owner shall be reported to 
the respective governor or alcalde, following the form and observing the 
formalities set forth in Articles 15 and 29 of these Regulations. 

Art. 52. The period of four months fixed by Article 30 of the Royal 
Decree, within which the person proposing to register a mine shall request 
its demarcation, shall be computed in the manner established by Article 
45 of these Regulations, which treats of legal labor. 

If the person proposing to register permits the said period to pass 
without requesting the demarcation, the proceedings shall become void 
and be closed, according to the provisions of Case 5 of Article 65 of the 
Royal Decree. 

Governors or alcaldes, under their strictest official liability, shall take 
care that the request in which interested parties may demand demarca- 
.tion of their respective registries shall not be refused admission any time 
within the period of four months; and being accepted and admitted as 
soon as presented, it shall take the course immediately, without any 
excuse, prescribed in Article 31 of the Royal Decree. 

Art. 53. Governors or alcaldes shall direct that the notices mentioned 
in points 3 and 4 of Article 31 of the Royal Decree shall be served in the 
capital of the province, if the owners or petitioners for mines, investiga- 
tions, registrations, galleries, dross and earth heaps bordering upon the 
demarcation about to be made, or the persons who legitimately repre- 
sent them, reside therein. 

The originals of all these documents and notices shall be attached to 
the record of proceedings. 

If any of the persons mentioned are absent, in place of personal noti- 
fication, the notices shall be published in the official periodical or list of 
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announcements of the capital of the province, subject to the provisions 
of Article 48 and of No. 1 of the general provisions of these Eegulations. 
Also, the demarcation shall always be previously announced, as provided 
at the close of said Article 31 of the Koyal Decree; and in order that said 
announcement may be made as early as possible, the engineers shall 
promptly remit to the governors or alcaldes the corresponding reports, 
clearly expressing in the same the days upon which the demarcations 
were made, and designating the days for each mine or group of claims 
bordering or near the same. 

If the owners of the bordering mines, registrations, or other works 
including those of investigation, are not present at the time of demarca- 
tion, or if the persons who legitimately represent them are not there in 
their stead, the engineers shall require the mine bosses or those in charge 
of the work of all the said works, mines, or registries to be present, if 
such persons be upon the ground; and this circumstance, the require- 
ment to be present, the absence or presence of the owners or representa- 
tives of the bordering mines and of that about to be laid out, shall be 
clearly set forth in the record made of the demarcation. 

If the owners or interested parties who may have been notified in the 
capital of the province, or who, being absent, shall be considered as hav- 
ing knowledge of the fact through the publication in the periodical or 
list of announcements, are not present at the time of the demarcation, it 
shall be understood that they renounce their right to reclaim against the 
effects of the transaction, and the same shall be understood if, on account 
of the mine bosses or persons in charge of the works not presenting them- 
selves, the requirement mentioned in this article is permitted to be car- 
ried into effect upon the ground. 

No further recourse shall be admitted against demarcations than the 
protests, observations, and claims made in the act of the examination 
and the fixing of the stakes and landmarks. 

Art. 54. The engineers shall make no demarcations if there be no 
vacant ground, if the work required under the law has not been made, or 
if there be no proof of the existence of the ore. In all these cases the 
record shall be returned to the governor or alcalde of the province with 
a memorandum on the same record stating the causes of the return of 
said record. 

Art. 55. For the purpose of making the demarcations the order to be 
followed shall he that of priority of presentation of the petitions, pro- 
vided always the mines in question are all located in the same district. 

The only admissible exception to this rigerous rule shall be the case 
where the distance and isolation of the mines remove all fear of causing 
prejudice. 

Art. 56. The description presented with the petition can not be 
altered by the party in interest either after said description has been pub- 
lished or at the time of the examination and demarcation of the ground. 
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Excepted from the above rule are the cases referred to in the second 
period of Article 32 of the Eoyal Decree; but if in these cases the 
engineers do not agree with the parties in interest, the work shall be done 
in accordance with the decision of the former, and the latter shall have 
the privilege to have recourse to the governor or alcalde for the proper 
decision. 

If the recourse be not interposed within the term of two days through 
the engineers for the purpose that said engineers may report upon the 
contents of said recourse and deliver same to the aforesaid authorities, 
the demarcation shall be considered as accepted. 

Art. 57. In making the demarcations the engineers shall try to locate 
in such manner as to avoid as much as possible, but without prejudice 
to the exploitation, vacant spaces or strips between the claims. For this 
purpose and provided always there be no prejudice to a third party, the 
engineers may depart from the description made by the party in interest 
with or without the approval of the latter. In case of disapproval there 
shall lie the recourse referred to in the last paragraph of the foregoing 
article. 

Art. 58. The demarcations /shall be made by the respective engineer 
alone without the assistance of a clerk. The work of demarcation shall 
be done in the presence of the witnesses, the parties in interest or their 
representatives, and the owners or managers of the mines and of the con- 
tiguous mining works, and the corresponding record of said demarcation 
shall be drawn up by the same engineer with all clearness and details 
without omitting any circumstance that may give a full idea of the 
ground, of the bearings of the mine, of the boundary mounds and rela- 
tion of said mine to the fixed and certain points of the place where said 
mine is located, of the nature of the ore, of the similarity or dissimilarity 
of said ore to the presented samples, of the strata, thickness, and all other 
conditions, and remarks offered by the parties called to be present at the 
demarcation, and of their protests and objections. These parties shall 
forfeit all right to be heard afterwards if they fail to attend at said 
demarcation. 

The record referred to in the foregoing paragraph shall be signed by 
the engineer and all those present who can write. 

Art. 59. For every demarcation made the engineers shall make two 
topographic plans of said demarcations, traced on tracing paper, and 
each accompanied with a due explanation written on the same sheet 
whereon the drawing is traced. Both drawings shall have sufficient 
margin to allow same to be attached to the record. 

The scale of the plans shall be of 1 to 5,000, but the Government can 
no doubt in special cases order a different scale greater or smaller. 

For mines referred to in the second period of Article 13 of the Koyal 
Decree and for collections of mines the scale shall be 1 to 10,000. Said 
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scale shall be doubtless increased, in accordance with the general scale, 
when any or several of the claims of that class must appear on the plans 
of demarcation of ordinary claims, and in an analogous but inverse case 
the scale of said ordinary claims shall be reduced to make it proportion- 
ate with that of 1 per 10,000. 

The plans shall be drawn with care and cleanliness, with a variety of 
tints for better clearness, and shall show the exact location of the pros- 
pectings, registries, mining works, and contiguous mines with their 
mouths or points of departure if possible. 

The engineers and assistants shall observe in all that concerns the 
drafting of the plans the rules enacted in the Royal Decree of February 
25, 1863, so that the practice of the expert proceedings may be uniform. 
Art. 60. In order that prospectors may obtain the demarcation 
referred to in the second sentence of Article 35 of the Eoyal Decree, they 
must have uncovered sufficient ore to render possible the exploitation and 
must have presented the proper petition in the terms provided for in the 
second sentence of Article 30 of the same Eoyal Decree. 

Engineers shall strictly adhere to the provisions of the Royal Decree 
and of these Regulations as to the manner of making the demarcations, 
drawing up the minutes oi said demarcations, drawing the plans, and 
shall take the greatest care in making their examinations and all pro- 
fessional operations, without omitting any data, circumstance, or 
remark that may at any time aid the better explanation of questions 
which may arise, in order that the demarcation as well as the ground 
plans may contain the basis and foundation of the rights of the parties, 
and shall fix and guarantee their legitimacy, avoiding doubts, complaints, 
and claims. 

Akt. 62. The provisions of the preceding articles for the demarcation 
of mining claims are applicable and extended to the demarcation of 
groups, collections, dross and earth heaps, and overpluses. 

Art. 63. Mining engineers in charge of examinations and demarca- 
tions shall return the respective records to the governors or alcaldes 
within the periods fixed in Paragraph 2 of Article 31 of the Royal 
Decree, showing the formalities and operations practiced, including the 
ground plans, and expressing at the same time, in separate report, the 
particular conditions which, in addition to the general conditions of the 
Royal Decree and the Regulations, should be imposed upon the persons 
requesting the concession. 

Art. 64. Within a period of thirty days, counting from the day follow- 
ing that upon which the demarcation was made, the interested parties or 
their representatives shall deliver to the governors or alcaldes, in stamped 
paper, the amount of 15 escudos for each complete or incomplete mining 
claim which may be the object of the proceeding. An equal amount shall 
be paid for each overplus and dross or earth heap claim. 
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They shall also deliver within the same period the amount necessary 
to furnish stamped paper upon which to draft the title of ownership. 

The period of thirty days shall count always from the date of the 
first examination, upon which at the same time the demarcation was 
made, and it can not be understood as extended or suspended, whether 
because the engineer detains the record of the proceedings or on account 
of corrections or modifications of the original demarcation, or on account 
of any other incidents which may alter the character of final formalities 
which generally the said operations must observe. 

Art. 65. The royal title of ownership of mines, overpluses, and dross 
heaps shall conform to Model No. 5. One of the ground plans, which 
for the purpose shall be separated from the record of proceedings, shall 
accompany the said title, and the seal of the Superior Civil Government 
shall be placed upon the same. 

Chap. VI.— GENERAL GALLERIES FOR INVESTIGATION, DRAINAGE, AND 
TRANSPORTATION. 

Art. 66. No petition for the opening of a tunnel or gallery shall be 
admitted when they propose to cross grounds occupied in whole or in part 
by granted or registered mines, or mines in process of investigation, 
unless there accompanies the same a transcript in due form of the agree- 
ments or stipulations specified in Articles 40 and 41 of the Royal Decree. 

Petitions to construct galleries for investigation, drainage, or transpor- 
tation shall be drafted according to Model No. 6, and in the plan which 
accompanies said petitions shall be determined the location of the proper- 
ties to be registered and the mines of other interested parties which, as 
the case may be, the plan may cover. 

Art. 67. When the concession of general galleries • for investigation, 
drainage, and transportation is proposed, at the time of publishing the 
description within the periods fixed by Point 2 of Article 41 of the Royal 
Decree, the governor or alcalde shall order that the proper personal 
notices be served upon the interested parties and owners of the registered 
properties or mines comprised within the space to be traversed by the gen- 
eral gallery. 

The notices shall be served upon the attorneys or representatives of the 
interested parties or owners, if they be legally authorized thereto. 

When notice must be served on account of the existence of registered 
properties and mines above referred to before the governor or alcalde 
remits the proceedings to the Superior Civil Governor, the provisions 
respecting investigations and registries prescribed by Article 24 of the 
Royal Decree, and those prescribed by Articles 5, 7, 15, 17, 29, 42, and 43 
of these Regulations shall be observed. 

Art. 68. The reservation of claims for the person undertaking the con- 
struction of a general gallery, according to Article 42 of the Royal 
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Decree, shall be solicited by the said person when he petitions for author- 
ity to undertake the work, expressing the number of claims, describing 
them, and showing them on the ground plan. No registry or investiga- 
tion shall be permitted upon the grounds which the same may occupy 
according to the pround plan as long as the permission to carry on the 
work of the general gallery remains in force ; and only when the subter- 
ranean work reaches beyond the limit and the person constructing the 
gallery does not make the claims the object of registry or investigation, 
the engineers, upon visiting the mines of the district, shall make proper 
report to the governor or alcalde to the end that he may order that within 
a period of thirty days the said person or his representative shall choose 
between instituting the proper proceedings for investigation or registry, 
or the declaring of the land as vacant, and the renouncement of the 
claims as not suitable. 

This declaration shall be made by the governor or alcalde, when it is 
proper, fifteen days after having received the answer of the person con- 
structing the gallery, and it shall be published in the official periodical or 
circular of announcements of the capital of the province. If the said 
person does not answer the notification of the governor or alcalde within 
a period of thirty days, it shall be understood that he renounces his rights, 
and the declaration shall be made without further recourse, after b(^ing 
approved by the Superior Civil Governor. 

Art. 69. For the purpose of changing a line or lines fixed in a conces- 
sion for general galleries, the proceedings instituted according to Article 
43 of the Koyal Decree shall observe the same legal steps and contain the 
same formalities as the original proceedings for securing the concession. 

Art. 70. In case of nonagreement of the interested parties with the 
appraisement mentioned in Point 2 of Article 44 of the Koyal Decree, the 
provisions set forth in Articles 5 and 7 of these Regulations, as far as 
applicable, shall be observed. 

Art. 71. The Superior Civil Governor shall grant permission to open 
galleries by superior decrees, in which shall be set forth the technical con- 
ditions and other things proper to impose upon the interested parties, 
according to cases. 

When a superior decree for the concession of a general gallery has been 
issued and received the governor or alcalde shall order that possession be 
given in the time and form prescribed by Article 38 of the Royal Decree. 

Chap. VII.— CONCESSIONS OF EARTH AND DROSS HEAPS. 

Art. 72. Proceedings instituted for the purpose of obtaining conces- 
sions for the working and developing of earth and dross heaps shall fol- 
low the course prescribed by the Royal Decree, and that which Chapters 
IV and V of these Regulations establish in regard to registry. 

Art. 73. The preference granted by Article 48 of the Royal Decree to 
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the owner of a dross or earth heap, when a stranger asks for a concession 
to work a mine within the demarcation of the same, shall liold good in 
cases of proposing to register or of authority to investigate said property. 

In both cases the governors or alcaldes, upon the presentation of the 
petition, shall order the proper notice to be served upon the concessionary 
of the earth or dross heap, or upon his representative; if within the 
period of thirty days, fixed by the Eoyal Decree, an answer has not been 
presented to the said governor or alcalde, it shall be understood that he 
renounces his right of preference. 

If the dross or earth heap is not laid out at the time of presenting the 
petition to register or investigate a mine, the said preference can not h?, 
claimed, nor can those interested in the new proposition enjoy the owner- 
ship provided in Article 59 of the Eoyal Decree. All the parties shall 
subject themselves to the prosecution of the proper proceedings for con- 
cession without any right of preference^ provided that upon working the 
said claims there be observed the rules of police and security already in 
force or which may in the future be ordered. 

Chap, VIII.— GENERAL PROVISIONS CONCERNING THE MINING INDUSTRY. 

Art. 74. Miners shall perform their work according to the rules of the 
art, and shall take care that mines are clean, drained, and well ventilated. 
Avaricious exploitations, by which, in addition to failure to timber and 
secure the mine, ulterior benefits are rendered impossible or difficult, and 
lives of operatives are endangered, shall be considered as contrary to the 
Eoyal Decree. 

The preservation of stakes or landmarks fixed in laying out claims 
shall be obligatory upon miners, as also the observance of the provisions, 
as well concerning police and sanitation as concerning timbering, con- 
tained in the Eegulations governing these matters, the rules prescribed 
by engineers in particular cases, and orders of the local authorities, issued 
upon professional reports, exclusively concerning health. 

Governors and alcaldes, upon examination and report of the proper 
engineer, shall fix in each case, and at the instance of a party, the period 
within which water accumulated in the working of the mine shall be 
bailed or drained, and particular exactness shall be maintained upon this 
point, the shortest possible periods being fixed, for the purpose of avoid- 
ing that a mine utilize the same at the expense or to the damage of 
another. 

Art. 75. For the purposes and for compliance with the proceeding 
article, and in order to enforce compliance with the provisions of the 
Eoyal Decree and these Eegulations, the owners of a mine or mines and 
the concessionaries of galleries, rights to investigate, earth and dross 
heaps, shall keep a book, bound, paged, and scrolled upon all its leaves by 
the Gobernadorcillo of the jurisdiction. 

This book shall have for a title "Book of visits of the 
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Mine (gallery or claim for investigation), situated in the District of 

^\ and upon its first page a memorandum shall be entered 

by the Gobernadorcillo and Directorcillo showing the number of pages 
composing the book. 

Art. 76. The engineers, at least once in each two years, unless the 
urgencies of the service prevent, shall make a round of visits to mines 
and mining works, and shall show by a memorandum in the book men- 
tioned in the preceding article the state in which they find said mines 
and the defects they observe in the operation of the same, and they shall 
set forth such rules as they may deem pertinent as well concerning the 
methods of operation as concerning police, health, and other matters 
necessary to the advancement of the industry and the legitimate benefit 
of the operators. 

During the said visits they shall make the reports mentioned in 
Articles 21 and 68 of these Regulations. 

Art. 77. The chief of the district shall also keep a book, paged and 
scrolled, in which the visits to the mines shall be entered. In this book 
shall be entered the communications which the engineers may remit con- 
cerning the result of each of the visits made, and the rules or warning 
w^hich they may have inscribed in the book belonging to the mine, and 
other matters of this nature. 

This shall be no impediment to the fact that, during the course of his 
visits in the district, the engineer shall immediately report to the gov- 
ernors or alcaldes such grave offenses as could not have been avoided 
and which ought to be remedied, or such as merit correction or punish- 
ment, in accordance with the provisions of the Royal Decree. 

Art. 78. Such labor as must annually be performed upon each claim 
as a proof of its being occupied, according to the Royal Decree, shall 
be fixed by the engineer in each particular case, taking into consideration 
the nature of the ground and all other accidents which might happen in 
each mine. 

The collection of laborers authorized by Article 52 of the Royal Decree 
may take place without special permission when the work is done upon 
different claims granted in one mining concession obtained in accordance 
with the provisions of Articles 16 and 17 of the said Royal Decree. 

When it is necessary to make such collection upon claims granted in 
distinct mining concessions, the permission of the Superior Civil Gov- 
ernor must be previously obtained. This permission shall be granted 
only when mines obtained by different concessions are adjacent. In 
order to obtain said permission the interested parties must present a 
petition to the governor or alcalde, accompanied by a ground plan in 
which is shown the location of the mines upon which said collection of 
laborers is desired. These authorities shall hear the mining engineer 
concerning the matter, and shall remit the petition, the ground plan, and 
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all other data, together with a report, to the Superior Civil Governor for 
such decision as he may deem proper. 

The concentration or reduction of operatives pertains only to mining 
claims already granted, provided proceedings of this kind are instituted, 
and it is also shown in proper form that the mining claims requesting 
the concentration or reduction of laborers have already been granted. 

Art. 79. The owners of mining claims producing products which the 
fiscal laws declare as monopolized by the State can not dispose of the 
same without the intervention and under the conditions fixed by the 
Superior Civil Government. 

Art. 80. In addition to the general obligations imposed upon miners 
by the Koyal Decree and these Eegulations, said miners shall be subject 
to such particular obligations as in each special case may be required of 
them, and which may be expressed and set forth in the titles of ownership 
and in authority granted by superior decree. 

Art. 81. Miners and mining companies, having previously observed 
the formalities established by Article 60 of the Koyal Decree, may intro- 
duce such Chinamen as they may need, provided the number does not 
exceed 400 for each mine or mining establishment. 

Art. 82. It shall be the duty of miners to report to the authorities of 
the province the flight of Chinamen who abandon the mines; and the 
revenue office shall direct that visits be made to the mines, whenever it is 
deemed necessary, for the purpose of verifying the number of Chinese 
listed in the poll lists of each one. In case of the death of Chinese the 
miners shall report the same to the same authority, with the formalities 
in force or which may become in force. 

Art. 83. Persons under lawful age who may be introduced with 
Chinese miners shall pay no contribution until they arrive at the proper 
age for such payment, and as to other matters they shall be governed 
by the provisions common to other Chinamen. 

Women who may be introduced with the said Chinese miners shall pay 
the same as natives. 

Children of Chinese miners who continue in the mining industry shall 
pay as natives and shall be kept within their respective poll lists, together 
with the use of clothing and other distinctions of their guild, as long as 
they do not secure the express permission of the Superior Government. 

Art. 84. Upon presenting petitions for registry, whether for a com- 
plete or incomplete claim, for an overplus for investigation, for earth 
or dross heaps, for the working of the mineral productions mentioned in 
Article 3 of the Eoyal Decree, and for gold or tin bearing sands in fixed 
establishments, the interested parties shall deliver the amount of 75 
escudos. No petition shall be accepted if the delivery of the said amount 
to the governor or alcalde is omitted. As to amounts exacted for groups 
of claims, the provisions prescribed in Article 50 of these Eegulations 
shall be observed. 
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Art. 85. The amounts realized from the delivery of the 75 escudos 
referred to in the preceding article shall be deposited weekly by the 
governors or alcaldes in the coffers of their respective administrations of 
the treasury^ where they shall be held at their disposition for the payment 
of the daily compensation of engineers and assistants. The surplus 
shall be returned to the interested parties. 

If the 75 escudos do not cover the expenses of the proceedings on 
account of which the deposit was made, the interested parties or their 
representatives shall pay whatever may be lacking, within a period of 
fifteen days, counting from the day upon which they may be notified of 
the excess of the expenses. 

The notification as well as the payment shall be set forth in the pro- 
ceedings, with the formalities prescribed by Articles 33 and 46 of these 
Eegulations. 

A statement of the receipt and disbursement of the funds referred to 
in this article shall be published each six months in the official periodical 
or list of announcements of the capital of the province. 

The provisions of this article shall be considered as a complement to 
the provisions of Article 62 of the Eoyal Decree and Article 64 of these 
Eegulations, in regard to demarcation. 

Chap. IX.— THE CANCELLATION OF PROCEEDINGS FOR DENOUNCEMENT, THE 
EXPIRATION OF CONCESSIONS, AND THE FORMALITIES OF A NEW AWARD. 

Art. 86. In conformity with the provisions of Article 65 of the Royal 
Decree, no petition for registry, working overplus, investigation, conces- 
sion of earth or dross heaps, and development of mineral productions 
mentioned in Article 3 of the said Royal Decree, and the working of 
gold and tin bearing sands, shall be admitted or considered unless the 
amount fixed by Article 84 of these Regulations be paid, and unless the 
description of the claim is also presented, according to Article 31 of said 
Regulations. Nor shall petitions in regard to registering or investigating 
ground, petitions for which have already been admitted and the descrip- 
tion published, be admitted or considered. 

Notwithstanding, petitions for investigation or registry shall be ad- 
mitted, although they refer to lands pending determination, when it is 
set forth in said petitions that the first proceedings are not valid because 
of errors. In such cases if the nullity is shown and it is proper to de- 
clare it, subject to the provisions of the Royal Decree and the Regula- 
tions, the governor or alcalde shall issue an order to that effect, and the 
new proceeding shall continue according to legal formalities. When 
cause for the alleged nullity does not exist, the petition for registration 
or investigation which presupposed the same shall be denied, remaining 
void and of no effect, and the original proceedings shall continue their 
course in the form and manner and within the periods corresponding to 
the same. 
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When the interested parties may commit any of the offenses mentioned 
in Article 65, and when circumstances mentioned in the second para- 
graph of this article happen, the governors or alcaldes shall order the 
cancellation of the proceedings as null and of no effect and shall direct 
that proper and due notice be served upon the parties. 

Publications in the official periodicals or in the list of announcements 
of orders of cancellation shall not be made until said orders become final, 
this being understood without prejudice to the provisions of the third 
paragraph of Article 48 of these Kegulations. 

Art. 87. In cases referred to in Paragraphs 2 and 3 of the preceding 
article, the canceled proceedings can never be revived, although the said 
proceedings which brought about such cancellation may afterwards be 
declared canceled. 

Art. 88. In addition to the concessions referred to in Article 66 of the 
Royal Decree, in determining the causes which bring about the declara- 
tion of expiration, the concession of a general gallery shall expire and 
all rights be lost whenever the conditions of the superior decree by which 
said concession may have been authorized are not complied with or filled. 

Art. 89. Proceedings officially instituted for the purpose of declaring 
cancellation shall be commenced by a decree of the governor or alcalde, 
in which shall be set forth the causes upon which the same were founded. 
Notice of this resolution shall be served upon the concessionary in order 
that within a period of thirty days he may present whatever he may deem 
proper to protect his rights. After this period shall have passed, whether 
answer has been made or not, the said authority shall, if it deem it proper, 
order that investigation shall be made of the facts conducive to learn- 
ing the truth, and shall hear the opinion of the engineer whose duty it 
may be to present the same. 

When the proceeding shall have reached this stage, the governor or 
alcalde shall declare, according to the case, the expiration or continuance 
of the concession. 

The same formalities shall be observed when the proceedings have been 
instituted at the instance of a party, and the governor or alcalde must 
issue an order for the investigation of the matter immediately after the 
presentation of the petition. 

In the two cases referred to, the governors or alcaldes, in addition to 
taking such steps as may be necessary, shall receive or admit such testi- 
mony as the interested parties may present to the judicial authorities. 

The period for taking all classes of testimony in these cases, after the 
period of thirty days granted to the concessionary, shall not exceed four 
]nonths. When this period shall have expired, the governor or alcalde 
shall issue the proper order within a period of two months. 

Proceedings for cancellation on account of the formal and explicit 
abandonment of the concession shall be of official origination, in which 
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case the provisions of Articles 63 and 64 of the Eoyal Decree shall also 
be observed. 

Art. 90. In order to more completely understand the provisions of the 
preceding article and of Article 69 of the Koyal Decree, the following 
rules shall be considered: 

1. A proceeding for declaring expiration at the instance of a party 
must be commenced by the presentation of a petition for registry subject 
to all the conditions and accompanied by all the requisites for those of 
its class, fixed by the Eoyal Decree and these Eegulations. The only dif- 
ference in the petition shall consist in showing that a prior concession 
of the lands proposed to be taken up exists, the name of which and that 
of the concessionary shall be expressed if they are known ; and that said 
concession should be declared expired, according to the said Eoyal Decree 
and these Eegulations, on account of offenses which must be clearly set 
forth, and that the petitioner prays that said former concession be 
declared expired and that the proceedings of registry be considered. 
When the expiration of a claim for investigation is petitioned for, a peti- 
tion for permission to investigate must be presented with all the condi- 
tions and formalities which the law required and setting forth the 
information specified for registration in the preceding case. 

2. The expiration being ordered and carried into effect, the period for 
requesting demarcation shall commence to run from the date of the same, 
but if the declaration of expiration is not made and the prior concession 
is declared in force, the cancellation of the proceedings for registry or 
investigation shall be at once ordered. 

3. When registration or the right to investigate only is requested, with- 
out stating that a prior concession exists upon the location designated, 
and without asking, in consequence, a declaration of expiration, this cir- 
cumstance shall not invalidate the petition nor prejudice the granting of 
the concession desired. When in any stage of the proceedings for registry 
or investigation the existence of a prior concession not legally expired 
becomes known, the determination of the pending proceedings shall be 
suspended until, as a continuation of the same, the proper proceedings 
for declaring the expiration be instituted and determined, and the 
original proceedings shall again resume their course according to the 
stage in which they were suspended, as soon as the order of expiration be- 
comes final ; otherwise the original petition shall be canceled. 

If through ignorance of the fact, and on account of not showing that a 
prior concession existed upon lands petitioned for, a new petition should 
follow all the formalities up to the granting of a right to register or in- 
vestigate, after the period for presenting claims, according to the Eoyal 
Decree and Article 97 of these Eegulations, shall have passed, and no 
claim be presented, further recourse for annulment of the new proceed- 
ings, founded upon the failure to declare the former concession expired,' 
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shall not be admitted. For these cases and for all successive legal effects 
a concession upon the lands of which another of whatsoever cla^ may 
have been obtained shall be considered as expired. 

Chap. X.— MINING PLANTS. 

Art. 91. All operators of mines in fixed establishments shall enjoy the 
rights and perform the obligations referred to in Article 72 of the Royal 
Decree. 

In the determination of proceedings of this class^ relative to indemni- 
ties, the legal steps shall be followed and the formalities shall be observed 
which are specified in Articles 5, 7, 17, 18, and 29 of these Regulations. 

Chap. XL— CONTRIBUTIONS FROM MINING INDUSTRIES. 

Art. 92. When proceedings for mining rights arrive at the stage when 
liability to the annual tax commences, in conformity with the provisions 
of Articles 76 and 77 of the Royal Decree, the governors and alcaldes 
must, under their official obligation, send the proper notice to the proper 
office of the public Treasury revenue in order that the collection of the 
amount fixed in each case may be made. 

It shall be set forth in the proceedings that this formality has been 
complied with, and the memorandum of the same shall be authenticated 
by the ^^0. K.^^ of the governor or alcalde and the full signature of the 
secretary, if there be such official. 

The same thing shall be done, for opposite reasons, when the cancella- 
tion of a concession is ordered. 

Art. 93. It is the duty of the Intendencia-Gfeneral of the Public Treas- 
ury to draft the proper plans for the collection of the fixed contribution 
of 3 per cent imposed by the Royal Decree upon mining properties and 
concessions. 

Chap. XII.-AUTHORITY AND JURISDICTION OVER THE MINING INDUSTRY. 

Art. 94. The periods for appealing from the decisions of the Council 
of Administration to the Council of State in proceedings for cancellation 
mentioned in Articles 69 and 84, second paragraph of the Royal Decree, 
shall be identical with those prescribed in the Royal Decree of the 4th of 
July, 1861, concerning ultramarine administration proceedings or those 
which may in the future be prescribed. 

In administrative appeals to the Superior Civil Governor against the 
final action of the governor or alcalde in the cases referred to in Articles 
68 and 84 of the Royal Decree, the appeal or proposition shall be inter- 
posed within a period of thirty days. 

Art. 95. In addition to the cases in which, according to Article 85 
of the Royal Decree, appeal to the Council of Administration is granted 
against final decisions rendered by the Superior Civil Governor determin- 
ing matters, the said appeal shall also be allowed, according to Articles 
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25 and 26 of the Eegulations of the 27th of July, 1853, for the execution 
of the law of condemnation of private property on grounds of public 
utility, in questions which arise from noncompliance of interested parties 
with the appraisements of indemnities treated of in Articles 5, 11, 44, 
and 72 of the Koyal Decree, and Articles 5, 7, 17, IS, 29, 51, 67, 70, and 
91 of these Eegulations. 

Art. 96. Claims, as well gubernative as administrative, made by inter- 
ested parties in regard to indemnities, shall not interrupt the work nor 
the formalities in course of the respective proceedings, to which end the 
provisions of Article 7 of these Regulations shall be complied with. 

Art. 97. No further appeals than those interposed in accordance with 
the Royal Decree and these Regulations shall be admitted before the 
Council of Administration, as to administrative proceedings : 

1. By interested parties to whom the right to investigate or develop 
mines in the four cases designated by Article 85 of the Royal Decree has 
been granted or denied. 

2. By interested parties who, in the said four cases, may have presented 
their opposition to the governor or alcalde within the proper time. 

3. By those who may have protested in the act of demarcation against 
this operation and its consequences. 

4. By concessionaries, ignorant of the rights which pertain to them, 
upon whose lands a new concession may have been granted. 

5. By interested parties who may not have agreed with the appraise- 
ment of indemnity referred to in Article 95 of these Regulations. 

6. By concessionaries who may resist particular conditions, or who pre- 
sent questions concerning the proper understanding of and compliance 
with the terms of the concession, provided these questions have already 
been passed upon gubernatively. 

The period for instituting these appeals fixed by Article 87 of the 
Royal Decree shall be counted, according to the cases, from the date of 
the notice or the publication of the decision of the Superior Civil Gov- 
ernor in the official periodical or list of announcements of the capital of 
the province, until the day upon which the same is presented in the office 
of the secretary of the Council of Administration. 

After the periods indicated and all others within which the Royal De- 
cree and these Regulations grant the privilege of presenting claims, or 
the administrative appeal, shall have passed the orders and decisions shall 
become ripe for execution. 

In case of appeal by third parties from grant of concessions or the 
validity of proceedings in respect to concessionaries it shall be necessary 
to notify the latter, but not require them to appear, and it shall be under- 
stood that they renounce their right to be heard if within the time speci- 
fied they do not appear in the proceedings. 

When complainants are the interested parties to whom, after laying 
M L 14 
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out the same^ the concession was not granted, for the validity of proceed- 
ings in respect to third parties presenting opposition, it shall likewise be 
necessary to notify the latter, but not require their appearance, and it 
shall be understood that they renounce their riglit to be heard in the same 
manner as concessionaries. 

These latter appellants, as well as third parties presenting opposition, 
in the appeals mentioned in the two preceding paragraphs, shall, upon 
appearing in the proceedings, have no other character than that of coad- 
jutants of the administration. 

Art. 98. In order to comply with the provisions of Article 90 of the 
Eoyal Decree it shall be understood that the cognizance which the ordi- 
nary tribunals may exercise of all questions concerning mines, earth and 
dross heaps, tunnels, galleries, and mining plants, raised between parties 
as to ownership, must be exercised only in case the State has granted the 
proper concessions giving that ownership which the Royal Decree recog- 
nizes in the substances indicated in Article 1 ; but if the questions refer 
to better right to ownership not yet granted by the administration, the 
tribunals, by their decisions shall not confer other rights than those which 
at the proper time, the administration itself might confer. 

Contentions among the parties themselves concerning participation in 
the expenses of exploitation and its products, and concerning debts in- 
curred in the same or for any other cause, shall always be within the juris- 
diction of the tribunals; but this cognizance, in the present case as well 
as in that indicated in the last part of the preceding paragraph, shall not 
affect or delay the administrative action in substantiating and terminat- 
ing, in the proper form and manner, the proceedings for the denounce- 
ment of claims nor the work in the mines, the origin of said contentions. 

The administrative concession of one or more claims, dross heaps, 
rights to investigate, galleries, mining plants, and any other class of min- 
ing work can never be an obstacle to the due compliance with the final 
judgment of the tribunals as to ownership and participation as aforesaid. 

Questions arising concerning superpositions and rectifications of the 
limits of mining claims or works, on the surface as well as in the interior 
of the mines, shall be within the exclusive jurisdiction of the administra- 
tion, but it shall be the duty of the ordinary tribunals to take cognizance 
of complaints for the unlawful extraction of minerals or for indemnity 
for damages in mines or concessions already granted by the State and the 
objects of ownership and rights of individuals or companies. 

According to Article 91 of the Royal Decree and in conformity with 
its provisions, the tribunals competent to take cognizance of cases of 
fraud against the public revenue shall be equally competent to take cog- 
nizance of cases which may arise and be prosecuted on account of the 
development, profit, and alienation of minerals, if the acts take place 
before the legal concession of the respective claims has been obtained, or 
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without the previous permission mentioned in the second sentence of 
Article 58 of the Eoyal Decree. 

Art. 99. The Corps of Mining Engineers shall be the only experts for 
all legal effects in actions brought before the ordinary tribunals. 

Chap. XIII.— CORPS OF MINING ENGINEERS. 

Art. 100. The mining engineers and professional assistants in service 
in these islands shall conform to the organic Regulations of the 1st of 
February, 1865, and shall comply with the provisions of the same, and 
such as may be adopted in the future, for the purpose of performing their 
duties, and shall, with the greatest zeal and diligence, according to the 
order and in the form and manner specified in said Regulations, dis- 
charge all the duties and obligations which are intrusted to them and set 
forth in the Royal Decree and the present Regulations. 

Art. 101. Mining statistics shall be compiled in the future, each year, 
in conformity with the attached Models Nos. 7, 8, and 9. 

Art. 102. It is the duty of the Chief Engineer of these islands to com- 
pile Reports Xos. 7 and 8, and of the governors or alcaldes No. 9, and 
both the former and the latter must be remitted through the Superior 
Civil Governor to the office of the Director-General of Agriculture, 
Industry, and Commerce, for each year, within the first four months of 
the year following. 

Governors and alcaldes shall remit to the Chief Engineer the data 
necessary for the compilation of his reports, and shall likewise lend him 
all the cooperation and aid which may be conducive to the best conduct 
of this service. 

Governors and alcaldes shall be considered as immediately responsible 
for any errors or omissions which may be committed within their 
respective jurisdictions, as well in relation to the compilation and remit- 
tance of their reports as in failure to lend due aid to the Engineer in 
Chief in the compilation of his reports. 

Art. 103. At the time of remitting the statistics required by Models 7 
and 8 the Chief Engineer shall also remit an annual report concerning 
the state of the mining industry, as specified in Case 6 of Article 19 of 
the Regulations of the Corps. 

Art. 104. Engineers who may be employed outside the capital of the 
islands must compile statistical resumes of the provinces wherein they 
serve and remit them to the Chief Engineer, who, through the Superior 
Civil Governor, shall transmit them to the office of the Director-General 
of Agriculture, Industry, and Commerce, accompanying them by his 
own report and such memoranda as he may deem pertinent. 

Art. 105. In order to secure the greatest uniformity in the reduction 
of "varas^^ to meters, the surface of mining claims of 60,000 square varas 
shall be considered as containing 41,924.31 square meters; 20,000 square 
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varas as 13,974.77 square meters, and 180,000 square varas as 125,772.93 
square meters, which are the most approximate equivalents ; and, respec- 
tively, their multiples of two, three, four, or more claims; and there 
must be shown on the face of said resumes the partial sums of these and 
other columns set forth in the same, and on the last page the total sums 
must appear. 

Art. 106. In order to avoid the anomaly of including among pro- 
ductive mines some which are denominated nonproductive, it shall be 
understood in the future that if the latter mines never did produce they 
shall not be listed with the productive mines ; and if, although formerly 
they were productive, in the year to which the statistics refer they gave 
no product, they must be included in the number of productive mines, a 
memorandum being entered of the cause of their nonproductiveness dur- 
ing the year. 

When the increase or diminution of any mine or mines, or that of the 
generality of those in the province, is notable, the cause of the same shall 
be expressed. 

In order that the total number of operatives employed in the mining 
industry may be shown, in addition to expressing, as heretofore, the 
number of those who work upon the plants of productive mines, there 
shall be expressed, by memorandum, the number of those employed upon 
nonproductive mines, registered properties, or claims in investigation, 
although it may be by careful estimate; and likewise in the report a 
memorandum shall be made of the personnel in the transportation of 
materials. 

In the part relating to mining work shall be shown by memorandum 
all classes of furnaces and apparatus which are not comprehended in 
the columns of the models. 

In separate report shall be remitted the average cost price of the 
minerals at the mouth of the mine, and of the metal at the foot of the 
factory, respectively, and taking this as a basis, the values created in the 
mining and metallurgical industries, separately, shall be deduced, with 
reference to each class of ore or metal obtained. 

Art. 107. For the purposes of service of the Engineer Corps, the 
archipelago shall be considered as a single mining district, divided into 
three departments, to wit: Luzon and adjacent islands, Yisayas, and 
Mindanao, whose respective capitals are Manila, Cebu, and Zamboanga; 
each department shall comprehend the same provinces or districts as at 
present are considered as subordinate to these three governments. 

Each department shall have a mining engineer who shall perform his 
duties in conformity with the Royal Decree and these Eegulations. 

The engineer of highest rank shall reside in Manila, and, in addition 
to the duties of Chief of the Corps, shall discharge those pertaining to 
the department. 
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To aid the engineers in field operations and office work there shall be 
as many professional assistants as the service may demand. 

For the present^ and while the Government of His Majesty does not 
otherwise order^ the Chief Engineer resident in Manila shall take general 
charge of the service of the three departments. 

GENERAL PROVISIONS. 

1. All periods fixed in these Eegulations^ as well as those established 
by the Eoyal Decree^ shall commence to run from the day following that 
upon which administrative notice is served, when the interested parties 
or their representatives reside in the respective capital of the province. 
In default of such residence said notices shall be served through publica- 
tion in the lists of announcements or official periodicals, and the order 
or decision or the part of the same giving rise to said notification shall 
be inserted, and the period shall commence to run from the day following 
that upon which this is done. 

2. Administrative notifications referred to in the foregoing paragraph 
may be served by any employee or agent of the authority to whom the 
same is intrusted by the governors or alcaldes. It shall be shown in said 
notification that there was delivered to the interested party a copy of the 
decree, order, warning, or decision which the notice renders legal, and 
the person serving the same, the person notified, or two witnesses if he 
does not know how to write or refuses to sign, shall sign the return. 

3. All services shall be gratuitous in the issuance of proceedings for 
denouncement of mines, and there shall be exacted from the parties only 
such amounts as are designated in these Regulations and for the objects 
expressed therein. 

The daily salaries due the engineers and their assistants in the practice 
of their official duties, referred to in Article 63 of the Royal Decree and 
Articles 76 and 89 of these Regulations, shall be paid from the general 
budget of the islands when concessionaries or persons registering claims 
shall have complied with the provisions of the Royal Decree and the Reg- 
ulations upon abandoning their mining claims. Otherwise the respective 
interested parties, in addition* to paying the fines which may have been 
imposed, shall pay the same. In cases of insolvency the payment shall be 
made out of the general funds; but the right is reserved for all time of 
collecting the same from the debtors and reimbursing the amounts paid. 

4. In gubernative proceedings all writings of the interested parties 
must be extended upon sealed paper corresponding to the provisions in 
force as to that matter. Orders, reports, and other administrative docu- 
ments which can not be extended upon the original writings shall be 
entered either upon official stamped paper or upon that used by authori- 
ties or employees who intervene in the examination and formalities of the 
proceedings. 
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5. Governors and alcaldes only, when they deem it proper, may grant 
certified copies of the proceedings to parties who request the same; said 
copies shall be vised by the officials referred to and sent out by the secre- 
taries or their deputies; all practices to the contrary, whether by secre- 
taries or mining engineers, are prohibited under the strictest liability. 

6. At no time and under no circumstances shall the original proceed- 
ings be delivered to the parties ; but by order of the governors or alcaldes 
they may examine the same in the offices of said officials, when proper, in 
order that they may make themselves acquainted with their contents, and 
make such notes as they deem necessary, if they so request. The original 
record of the proceedings shall be remitted only to the Council of Admin- 
istration, when they have to be investigated gubernatively, or when 
administrative cognizance is to be taken of the same; and also to the 
engineers for the practice of professional operations and for the purpose 
of being informed concerning expert points which may be within their 
jurisdiction. 

7. In order to comply with the provisions of Article 4G of these Eegu- 
lations, as soon as the Superior Civil Governor returns the record to the 
governors or alcaldes for the purpose of correcting defects or making good 
errors or omissions which may have occurred, the new memorandums 
entered shall be placed in continuation of the said record, in their order 
as to dates. If amendments be necessary in any writing or ground plan, 
the same shall be certified upon making it. When it is ordered that a 
new writing or ground plan be presented in place of the old, the matter of 
the original record shall be taken as a basis and the changes entered in 
the new, unless the new points be attached to the record, leaving it as it 
was before, and said new points shall be attached to the folio where the 
entries and formalities end at the time of drafting them. 

8. Governors and alcaldes shall see that former annulled or expired 
records shall accompany new ones, if there be such relating to the grounds 
at issue. 

9. Interested parties shall not hinder or obstruct in any case the visits 
or examinations of engineers when the latter deem it proper to comply 
with the provisions of Articles 21 and 68 of these Eegulations, for the 
purpose of furnishing to the Government the means of vigilance which it 
must exercise over all works and mining establishments. 

10. The advantages hereafter to be enjoyed by mining concessions 
heretofore granted, or which may be granted in the future upon pending 
proceedings framed pursuant to the Eegulations governing mines, of the 
29th of January, 1846, shall be those of extending their claims already 
laid out, if there be vacant lands, until they cover the surface designated 
in Articles 13 and 14 of the Eoyal Decree. This right shall give no pref- 
erence in any case over the petition of any other interested party, whether 
for investigation or for registry, which may be first presented and which 
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solicits all or part of the land necessary to increase the surface of the 
mine granted, in accordance with said Regulations. 

Petitions presented in the future for the purpose of increasing claims 
laid out under the Regulations of 1840 can request only, if there be land 
vacant, the superficial extension set forth in Articles 13 and 14 of the 
Royal Decree. 

Proceedings seeking greater dimensions for a granted claim or claims, 
treated of, shall be called proceedings for the widening of mining claims. 
Those which have for their object the adding of one or more claims to 
those, already granted shall be denominated proceedings for the increase 
of claims. 

11. Claims presented to the Superior Civil Governor against the orders 
or decisions of governors or alcaldes shall ])e remitted through the latter, 
and direct recourse to the Superior Civil Governor can be had when said 
authorities do not give course to the said claims. 

12. A duly authenticated receipt shall be given for every writing, peti- 
tion, or notice the failure to present which might prejudice any of the 
interested parties. 

13. IS^o rights shall be acquired in the mining industry if there be fail- 
ure to comply with the strict observance of and punctual compliance with 
the Royal Decree and these Regulations; periods of time shall not be 
extended, and once passed shall be fatal, and errors of the administration 
shall not work injury to interested parties provided within the period of 
sixty days, counting from the expiration of the said periods, they file 
claim against the carelessness, negligence in dispatch, or failure of com- 
pliance with the Royal Decree and these Regulations. If they fail to iile 
claim within the said period, it shall be understood that they desist from 
their intentions and abandon the prosecution of the proceedings of 
denouncement, which shall be considered as canceled for all after effects, 
and the administration shall so declare as soon as the state of affairs 
becomes known, and shall publish the same in the official periodical or 
list of announcements of the capital of the province. 

This declaration, when it is proper, shall also be made at the instance 
of any other interested party, provided the request is made through 
means of a petition for investigation or for registry, in the manner pre- 
scribed in Paragraph 3 of Article 86 of these Regulations. 

The Superior Civil Governor only can absolve defects which cause the 
cancellation of proceedings for denouncement of mines, in view of a 
report from the respective section of the Council of Administration, and 
when the same will not cause injury to a third party. 
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Chronological index of appendices. 



1846 
1850 
1851 
1851 
1851 
1854 
1854 
1856 
1860 
1862 
1863 
1861 
1861 



1867 

1871 
1874 

1875 
1876 
1876 
1876 

1876 

1877 
1878 
1878 
1878 
1882 
1882 
1884 
1885 
1886 » 
1887 

1888 
1888 
1890 
1890 
1891 
1891 
1892 
1892 
1893 
1893 

1894 

18942 
3894 

1894 
1894 
1894 
1895 
1895 
1895 
1896 
1896 
1896 
1897 
1897 

1898 



Month 
and daj'. 



Jan. 29 
June 18 
May 3 
July 31 
Dec. 22 
Jan. 30 
June 17 
Jan. 30 
Apr. 3 
Feb. 19 
Oct. 13 
Jan. 19 
Nov. 17 



Character. 



Subject. 



j pen- I Page. 

dix. 1- 



D. S. C. G_ 

R. O 

R. O 

R. O 

R. O 

R. O 

R. O 

R. O 

R. O 

R. O 

R. O 

D.S.C.G__. 
R. O 



Establishing General Mining Law 

Compensation, etc., of engineers 

Farming out convicts 

Rules for working placers 

Amending General Mining Law of 1846. 

Coal mining in Cebu 

Amending rules for working placer 

Coal mining in Cebu 

do-. 



Engineers and superintendents of coal niines_ 
Compensation of engineers 

Compensation and duties of engineers 



Note.— Here the General Mining Law of 1867 supersedes previous laws 



May 14 

Sept. 2 
Apr. 14 
Nov. 27 
June 14 
July 22 
Aug. 26 

Nov. 25 
Nov. 16 
Jan. 12 
Apr. 6 
Dec. 4 
Apr. 4 
Aug. 9 
Dec. 15 
July 2 
Mar. 8 
June 13 

Feb. 9 
Aug. 20 
Aug. 23 
Oct. 28 
Feb. 3 
Feb. 4 
Jan. 4 
June 8 
Aug. 13 
Sept. 20 

Mar. 16 

Mar. 28 
Aug. 3 

Sept. 21 
Oct. 12 
Oct. 31 
Mar. 27 
Nov. 12 
Nov. 21 
May 31 



Aug. 21 
Aug. 24 
Dec. 31 

May 4 

Nov. 6 



R. O. and 

Reg. 

R. 

D.S.C.G____ 

R. O 

R. O 

R. O 

Circular; D, 

G.C.A. 

R. O 

R. O 

D. G. G 

R. O 

D.G.C.A__ 

R. O 

R. O 

D. G. Gov___ 

R. O 

R. D 

Ext.Cir.;D. 

G.C.A. 

R. O 

R. O 

R. O 

Ins. G. G 

R. O 

R. D 

Ext. R. 0__ 

R. 

R. O 

Circular; D. 

G.C.A. 
D.G.G 



General Mining Law 

(For Models and Forms see 180.) 

Return of engineers to Spain 

Order to republish General Mining Law 

Salaries, etc., of engineers 

Institutes Geological Commission 

Coal mining and engineers 

Instructions for instituting titles 



Concerning geological studies _ 

Salaries of engineers, etc 

.do_. 



Coal mining and engineers 

Working of placers by natives and others. 

Seismological observations 

Directs aid to coal mines in Cebu 

Mineral Springs Commission created 

Mineral waters 

Abolishes Geological Commission 

Concerning mining statistics 



Reestablishes Geological Commission. 

On quarries 

Coal mining and engineers 

do 



-do- 



Part of D.G. 
G. 

D.G.G 

D.G.G 

D.G.G 

D.G.G 



R. D 

Ext. R. 0__. 

R. D 

R. O 

Ext. R. 0-. 
Circular; D. 

G. C. A. 
Decree ; D. 

G. C. A. 
—do 



Recovery of renounced concessions.. 
Engineers, etc 

Salaries of engineers, etc 

Rules in regard to guano 

Instructions for instituting titles 



Suspends petition on Rio Pandan in Uling. for 8 
months. 



Rules for gold mining without concessions 

Makes permanent order of Mar. 16, 1894 

Fees in mining 

Rules for collecting taxes \ 

Concerning placer mining 

Concerning reports on mining 

Extending tax exemption for iron and coal 

Railroad concession in Cebu (Sim) 

Calling for mining reports from 1892 

Rules relating to surface rights 

Timber regulations for mining 

Calling for reports on claims instituted in 1897 

Permits filing of expedientes in Mining Bureau with- 
out fees. 
Extends time to make demarcations indefinitelv 



E 


143 


E 


149 


E 


149 


E 


149 


E 


151 


E 


151 


E 


151 


E 


152 


E 


152 


E 


153 


E 


1,54 
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154 


E 


155 



D 


139 


C 


103 


D 


135 


C^ 


99 


C 


99 


B 


91 


C 


107 


D 


186 


D 


136 


(J 


100 


C 


110 


c 


105 


c 


111 


c 


105 


c 


111 


c 


104 


c 


122 



105 
155 
101 
101 
103 
104 
120 
140 
112 
93 



1 This is sometimes referred to under date of February 26, 1886. 

2 This is referred to, but can not be found. 
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Making no pretensions to completeness, this index can not take the place of a 
familiar acquaintance with the general principles of the Mining Law and the 
peculiar arrangement of its provisions. The "main proceedings" only are com- 
pletely indexed and the details, covered only in part by the index, must be mas- 
tered by study and association. — The Author. 

Abandoned claims: Page. 

Shafts must be filled up by owner 53 

Owner of, must notify governor or alcalde 54 

To be examined by mining engineer 54 

When liability of owner ceases 54 

Proceedings when ownership expires or is lost defined 60 

After ten years in whom improvements vested 60 

(See Abandonment.) 

Abandonment voids a concession 57 

{See Abandoned claims.) 

Administration Civil shall supervise works of mines of material of common 

advantage as to police and safety of work 8 

{See also Civil Administration.) 

Adverse claimants, time to file claims 31 

Agriculture, material of use in, of common advantage 8 

Alienation : 

What notice must be given of, by purchasers and officers 23 

Is free at all times 51 

Not allowed of mining products monopolized by the State 51 

Alumina : 

Size and form of claim 18 

Annual tax on mines of 63 

Ancient claims : 

Status of, under decree of May 14, 1867 63 

Benefits allowed to 63 

How subject to annual tax 63 

Date subject to annual tax 64 

Annual labor defined 48 

{See Legal labor.) 

Annual tax: 

On use of surface of State lands : 8 

On gold mines and all materials of the first class 63 

On iron and all materials of the second class 63 

On dross and earth heaps 63 

On incomplete claims 63 

On overpluses 63 

On ancient claims 63 

On permissions for investigation 63 

On general galleries 63 
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Annual tax — Continued. Page. 

From what date to commence 63 

Intendencia shall provide rules for collecting 63 

Extension of exemption from, on combustibles 64 

Of 3 per cent, exemption of thirty years except on materials in Article 1 64 

Of 3 per cent, on proceeds of mines 64 

Extension of exemption from 3 per cent annual tax 64 

Anthracite : 

Size and form of claim 18 

Annual tax on mines of 64 

Appeals : 

To mining engineer by owner from governor or alcalde on prospecting.. 14 

From decision of governor or alcalde for prospecting private lands 14 

From decision of governor or alcalde in permits to extend works in 

gardens, etc 24 

To the Superior Civil Governor from decision of governor or alcalde.... 31 

From governor or alcalde, when to be taken 58 

From governor or alcalde in administrative proceedings to next liigher 

authority 65 

Administrative, Council of Administration are authority to whom 

made 65 

Administrative, allowed to Superior Civil Governor from decisions 
declaring expiration under Art. 69, R. D., either granting or refus- 
ing permissions for investigation, to open tunnels or galleries, and 

granting or refusing ownership of mines, earth or dross heaps 65 

Rules for parties restricted and restricting as to Council of Adminis- 
tration 66 

Administrative, by whom they may be instituted 67 

Administrative, limitation of, how determined 67 

Appraisements : 

For valuation of owner's land taken for manufacturing industries 10 

For indemnity of land for prospecting 13 

Of damage in prospecting 15 

For work in gardens, etc 24 

Argillaceous earths are of common advantage.... 8 

Arts, material for use in, of common advantage 8 

Asphalt: 

Size and form of claim 18 

Annual tax on mines of 63 

Attachment, proceedings in, regulated 68 

Books of registry and investigation : 

Must be kept by governor or alcalde 28 

What they shall contain and how kept 28 

To be provided by governor or alcalde until furnished by State 30 

Boundary marks: 

Certificate of petty governor as to 26 

Limit of time for presenting certificate of setting 26 

Buildings, limit of distance from, in prospecting 16 

Building material of common advantage 8 

Calcareous products of common advantage 8 

Canals, limit of distance from, in prospecting 16 

Cane fields: 

Conditions for prospecting 15 

Limitation on commencement of work in 24 
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Cancellation : ^^.ge. 

Denouncement proceedings, when void and considered closed 55 

Governor or alcalde shall declare, for failure to pay fees 55 

Canceled claims, persons registering may acquire improvements of former 

owner, how ^ , 60 

Catalan forges, by whom authorized 61 

Chinamen : 

May prospect 13 

Employment of, as laborers in mines 52 

Number of Chinese miners restricted 52 

Chinaware under control of Superior Civil Governor 10 

Chinese labor: 

When miners may employ 52 

Conditions for securing 52 

Chaplain : 

Compensation of 53 

How and by whom paid 53 

Civil Administration: 

Council of, to be heard by Superior Civil Governor in demarcation 40 

To be heard by Superior Civil Governor when he thinks proper in ap- 
plications for concessions 65 

To be heard by Superior Civil Governor always in applications for con- 
cessions when there is opposition 65 

Only shall take cognizance of contentions 65 

Is authority to take cognizance of administrative appeals 65 

Jurisdiction in administrative appeals defined 65 

General jurisdiction defined 67 

{See also Administration Civil.) 

Clearing ground, governor or alcalde to receive petition for 25 

Coasting trade, exemption of mineral products from charges in 64 

Coal: 

Decrees affecting mining of 8 

Size and form of claim 18 

Annual tax on mines of 63 

Mining claims for, how exempt from annual tax 64 

Extension of exemption from taxation 64 

Imported for metallurgical purposes exempt from duty 64 

Cockpits, when miners may establish 51 

Combustibles : 

All, are objects of the mining industry 7 

May not be dealt in without concession from Superior Civil Governor.... 8 

Extension of exemption from taxes on 64 

Commons, when miner may use 51 

Common benefits, when miner may use : 51 

Complete claims, how laid out. 39 

Concessions : 

Must be had from Superior Civil GoA^ernor to mine precious stones, 

metallic substances, combustibles, salts, and phosphates of lime 8 

For guano deposit, how classified 9 

Expire for manufacturing industries when not worked for one year 10 

For gold placers in Northern Camarines, rules regarding 12 

No right may be invested based on certain priorities 15 

For peat claims, special regulations 1? 
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Concessions — Continued. Page. 

Lost, how may be recovered by previous owner.^ Appendix C 104 

For two or more claims, divisible with approval of Superior Civil 

Governor 22 

For general galleries and tunnels, may vary from line, when 43 

What conditions in title of ownership under a concession issued 40 

Council of Administration, report on allowance for manufacturing in- 
dustries 10 

Cultivated grounds and lands, conditions for prospecting in 14 

Damages : 

Future, to be guaranteed to owner 10 

In mines, how determined and tixed 50 

Future, in prospecting 15 

For privileges enjoyed by mines, and how determined 50 

Definitions : 

Of prospecting 13 

Of incomplete claim 20 

•Of overpluses 20 

Of districts and subdistricts 71 

Demarcation : 

Of claims for manufacturing industries and form and size 11 

Petitions for, to be filed in the Mining Bureau— special provisions 29 

Petitions for mines on Rio Pandan suspended 30 

Circular of instructions regarding 33 

Mineral must be discovered before 34 

Request for, to be made within four months 34 

Mineral must be shown before 34 

Required on investigations when mineral is found 34 

Mineral must be shown before, on investigation 34 

Proceedings void if not requested within four months 34 

Directed to be made, through governor or alcalde, by engineer 35 

Notice required to be given, defined 35 

When engineers shall not make, rules for 36 

Order in which shall be made 36 

Description can not generally be altered (exceptions) 36,37 

Vacant ground shall be avoided between claims in 37 

In whose presence it shall be made 37 

Legal labor, vacant land, and discovery of mineral prerequisites for 39 

Allowed investigator of part only, when 39 

Council of Civil Administration to be heard by the Superior Civil 

Governor on 40 

Governor or alcalde to remit record of 39 

Of earth and dross heaps and form of 46 

Who shall be present at 35 

Denouncements : 

By whom they may be conducted 26 

Rules regulating record of 27 

When and how canceled 55 

Proceedings for concessions purely administrative 65 

Superior Civil Governor's decision on proceedings for, afe final 65 

All services shall be free in issuance of proceedings for 73 

Deposits for slag or dross, mines to use surface for 50 

^Do not think this is a law in this Archipelago. — ^Author. 
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Page. 

Description of all mining claims to accompany petition 25 

Deterioration of ground to be paid owner 10 

Dimensions : 

Of mining claims 18 

Of incomplete claims 20 

Of overpluses 20 

Dross heaps: • 

How laid out 39 

How conceded when abandoned 45 

Petition for, to the governor or alcalde 45 

Proceedings remitted to Superior Civil Governor 45 

When owner of, has preference 45, 46 

Annual or legal labor required 48 

Belong to mine owner, when 51 

When concessions expire, and how lost 57 

Proceedings when ownership expires or is lost, defined 58 

Administrative appeals to Council of Administration in 66 

Duties of miners : 

To work mines by prescribed methods 47 

To report other minerals found in their mines 47 

Earth heaps: 

How laid out 39 

How conceded when abandoned 45 

Petition for, to the governor or alcalde 45 

Proceedings remitted to Superior Civil Governor 45 

W^hen owner of, has preference 45 

Annual or legal labor required 48 

Belong to owner, when 51 

When concessions expire, and how lost 57 

Proceedings when ownership expires or is lost, defined 58 

Administrative appeal to Council of Administration 66 

Earthquakes excuse for legal labor, when 57 

Earths, red, free for operation and use 12 

Engineers : 

Employment of, for coal mines 8 

Stake lands granted for manufacturing industries 11 

Duty as to reporting demasias 18 

Duty when description is found defective 26 

Duties as to permissions to investigate 31 

To decide on discovery of minerals 34 

To make demarcations 35 

Limit of time of, in making demarcations 35 

Duty of, in conducting demarcations 35 

Must fix landmarks 36 

Must collect samples of minerals 36 

Must rectify description 36 

Can not make demarcation in certain cases 36 

Shall make no demarcation, when, rules for 36 

Shall avoid leaving vacant ground between claims in demarcation 37 

Shall make demarcations in person 37 

To make plans of demarcation 37 

Shall return records of demarcation, when 38 

Shall use magnetic north and south line 39 
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Engineers — Continued. Page. 

Shall locate mouth of mine by reference to fixed objects 39 

To be heard by Superior Civil Governor in demarcation proceedings 40 

To make entries in Book of Visits kept at mines 48 

Must visit mines once in each two years..... 47 

Must make estimates of increase fee to be paid on filing of a petition.. 53 

Duty as to abandoned claims 54 

Duties of Corps of, defined .•. 70 

Duties of assistant, defined 70 

Annual mining statistics to be prepared by 70 

Chief, shall compile Reports Nos. 7 and 8 70 

Rules for, to change varas to square meters 71 

Rule as to productive and nonproductive mines in reports of 71 

Instructions on making reports. Notes 7, 8, 9, and 10 71 

General provisions for, prescribed 72 

Parties shall not hinder or interfere with visits of 74 

Executions generally defined and by whom to be executed 68 

Exemptions : 

From annual tax on iron 64 

From annual tax on coal „ 64 

On combustibles extended twenty years 64 

From 3 per cent annual tax extended twenty years 64 

Of minerals from export duty, when 64 

Of coal from import duties for metallurgical purposes 64 

Materials in Art. 1, R. D., from 3 per cent tax for thirty years 64 

Of mining claims from general taxes 64 

Of products of mines from charges in coasting trade 64 

Generally defined, and by whom to be executed 68 

Export duties prescribed 64 

Expiration of concessions 10 

Famine and pestilence excuse legal labor, when 57 

Ferruginous earths: 

Of common advantage 8 

When metallurgical status of, places in the first grade claims of the 

second class of Art. 13, R. D., how may be laid out 12 

Ferruginous lands: 

Free for operation and use 12 

When classed as iron 7, 12 

Fees : 

For stamped paper on demarcation must be paid, when 38 

For stamped paper upon which to extend title, circular 38 

Deposit of, with governor or alcalde to cover expenses of expedients 53 

For title must be paid in advance 53 

Increase of fees on filing petitions, defined 53 

Failure to pay, efl'ect of 57 

Fire and flood excuse for legal labor, when : 57 

Fire brick under control of the Superior Civil Governor 9 

Fixed establishments: 

Defined 12 

W^ork by, when to commence and how regulated 12 

Rights and obligations defined 61 

Disputes with owners, how settled 61 

Agreements with owner to be made 61 

All regulations for, not provided in the Royal Decree to be determined 

by the common law 62 
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Foreigners, naturalized, may prospect 13 

Forests : 

Right of miner to use, regulations for 50 

When miner may use 51 

Forfeited claims: 

In exploitation for nianufacturin<T' industries after one year 11 

Upon discovery of no mineral 39 

When no mineral found, may be turned to an investigation 39 

Force majeure excuse for legal labor, when 57 

Fortifications, limit of distance in prospecting 1h 

Fountains, limit of distance in prospecting 16 

Gardens : 

Conditions for prospecting in 15 

Limitation on commencement of work in 24 

General galleries: 

How laid out 39 

Concessions for, how made 41 

Petition and proceedings for 41 

Concessions to be issued by Superior Civil Governor 42 

Line to be followed by 43 

General rules for its conduct. 43 

Privileges and duties of owners 43 

Sanitary and police regulations 43 

Annual or legal labor required 48 

Annual tax on 63 

Administrative appeal to Council of Administration on opening 65 

General provisions for engineers prescribed and others in executing the laws 72 

Glassware under control of Superior Civil Governor 9 

Governor or alcalde: 

Proceedings before, in manufacturing industries 10 

When, may grant permission to prospect 14 

Takes indemnity for prospecting 15 

Duty of, when engineers report demasias 19 

Authority of, to grant permission for work 24 

Circulars of instructions to, on main proceedings 30 

Filing of petitions by 27 

Duty in preparing record of denouncement to be remitted 29 

Must publish petitions 30 

Must send notices to inferior authority, to be posted, of the filing of a 

petition 30 

Receives answers of adverse claimants 31 

ijimit of time allowed to decide adverse claims 31 

Action by, on petition for investigation 31 

Limit of time, to decide petition for investigation 31 

Grants permission to include landed properties in demarcation in cer- 
tain cases 34 

Directs demarcation 33 

Declares forfeiture of claim when no mineral is found 39 

Remits record of demarcation to the Superior Civil Governor 39 

Limit of time to remit record of demarcation 39 

Delivers titles of ownership 40 

Puts owner in possession under title of ownership 40 

Authorizes sale of mineral products in certain cases 51 
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Governor or alcalde — Continued. Page. 

Must report privilege of sale of products to the Superior Civil Governor 51 

Duty of, as to abandoned claims 40 

Duty of, as to cancellation 55 

Shall declare cancellation for failure to pay fees 55 

Must notify Treasury when mining property is subject to tax 63 

Must notify Treasury of properties liable to 3 per cent tax 64 

Shall allow appeals to next superior authority in all administrative 

matters 65 

Shall compile Report No. 9 70 

Shall remit all data to engineer needed for his reports 71 

May grant certified copy of proceedings when deemed proper 73 

Government employees: 

Prohibited from prospecting, etc 13 

May not be proprietors of mines, under what circumstances 13 

Shall keep books of registry of petitions filed 28 

Group of claims : 

Allowance of 22 

How laid out 39 

Must be included in petition for gallery or tunnel 41 

Rules by which these are allowed 27 

Guaranties : 

For damages against prospecting , 15 

Required to continue labor against opposition, when 49 

High ovens: 

By whom authorized 61 

Proceedings to acquire right for 61 

Import duties prescribed and defined 64 

Incomplete claims: 

Reported upon as demasias by engineers 18 

To whom awarded 20 

Dimension and form of 20 

Eight rules governing demarcation of 21 

How laid out 39 

Indemnity : 

To owner defined or fixed 10 

Must be paid owner for prospecting 13 

Further, to owner for prospecting 15 

When claims for, shall not interrupt the work ^Q 

Indians may prospect 13 

Iron: 

Size and form of claim 18 

Annual tax on mines of 63 

Mining claims for, how exempt from annual tax 64 

Irrigated lands : 

Conditions for prospecting in 7. 15 

Limitation to commencement of work in 24 

Investigation : 

Annual tax on permission for 63 

Petitions for 24 

Upon petition to be addressed to governor or alcalde 25 

Period for, extends for two years 32 

When and how canceled 55 

Administrative appeals to Council of Administration 65 
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Jurisdiction : Page. 

Of Council of Administration defined 67 

Of ordinary tribunals defined 68 

Revenue defined 69 

Laborers, reduction of personal tax, Avlien 52 

Landmarks : 

Fixed by engineers 36 

Miners shall preserve 39 

Legal labor: 

On peat mines and concessions, defined 20 

To be done under investigation 32 

To be done under registry 32 

Defined 32 

How reported and to what authority 32 

Where it must be done on the mine 33 

Circular of instructions in regard to 33 

Necessary before demarcation 36 

For earth and dross heaps ". 45 

For mining claims, etc., each year 48 

To be done in placer where gold is found in place 48 

For tunnels and galleries 48 

How to be done 49 

How to be computed 49 

When, may be reduced 49 

Amount of, defined in title of ownersliip 49 

When, may be commenced in advance 49 

When it must be delayed 49 

Excused, when 57 

Lignite : 

Size and form of claims 18 

Annual tax on mines of 63 

Limitation: 

On proceedings to gain consent of owner for prospecting 25 

On engineers in returning records ot demarcation 38 

On time allowed governor or alcalde to remit record of demarcation 39 

On delivery of title of ownersliip 40 

Of administrative a2)peals, how determined 67 

Of time, when, shall commence to run 72 

Location, two methods defined 24 

Manufacturing industries under control of the Superior Civil Governor for 

materials in Article 3 9 

Meat markets, when miners may establish 52 

Mestizos may prospect 13 

Metallic substances: 

All are objects of the mining industry 7 

May not be dealt in without concession from Superior Civil Governor.... 8 

Dispute as to classification of, how settled 7 

Military authorities grant permit for mining near fortifications 16 

Mines : 

Must always be named by miner 7 

Placer, in Northern Camarines, rules regulatino; 12 

Opening of, administrative appeal to Council of Administration 66 

Miners : 

Must give name to *heir mine ..., 7 

M L 15 
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Miners — Continued. Page. 

Must sign receipt for petition filed.. 27 

Shall preserve their landmarks in good condition 89 

Must keep a Book of Visits for the engineer at mine 47 

Penalty for not reporting gold in place found in placers 48 

Must permit subterranean passage of water to drains 50 

Held to cause damage willfully when declared legally insolvent 50 

Privileges as to water 51 

Duty as to water 51 

Privileges as to water, forests, commons, pastures, and common benefits, 

defined 51 

When, may establish cockpits, meat markets, and employ Chinese labor.. 51 

Have reduction of personal taxes, when 51 

Miners' duties: 

Shall preserve landmarks in good condition 39 

Aid ventilation of adjacent mines... 50 

Consent to transportation over his claim 50 

Indemnify for damages to other mines 50 

Held to cause damage willfully w^hen declared legally insolvent 50 

As to water 51 

Miners' privileges: 

To use surface of State lands, rules to regulate 8 

Must comply with all conditions of title of ownership 40 

To acquire contiguous ground 50 

For free alienation 51 

Enumerated 50 

To use timber, regulations for 50 

As to water 51 

As to water, forests, commons, pastures, and common benefits 51 

Mining colonies, wlien, may form pueblos 53 

Mining claims: 

Classification of 18 

Limitation on number of 22 

Allowance of groups of 22 

Limitation on number, for investigation 22 

When and how divisible 22 

No limit on transfer acquired by purchase 23 

Two methods of acquisition 24 

How secured 24 

How acquired in tunnels and galleries 42 

Annual or legal labor required on 48 

When concessions expire and how lost 57 

Proceedings when ownership expires or is lost, defined 58 

Annual tax on all kinds of 63 

Of iron and combustibles exempt from annual tax, when 64 

Exempt from general taxes 64 

Mining Bureau, reports on applications for manufacturing industries 10 

Notices : 

To be given owner when permit to exploit is given stranger 10 

To owner of filing of petition to prospect his land 14 

Of purchase must be given by purchaser within thirty days 23 

By governor or alcalde of alienation to be given to Suj^erior Civil Gov- 
ernor within two months 23 
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To petty governor of work to be done nearer than prescribed limit 25 

By authority of extending work througli gardens, etc., to owner 25 

To absent party in denouncement proceedings 26 

Of filing petitions for registry and investigation must be posted 30 

Need not be attached to record of denouncement proceedings; a refer- 
ence will answer , 30 

Of publication of filing of petition to be given in three days 31 

Of filing adverse claim to be given petitioner 31 

Of demarcation, to whom must be given 35 

In demarcation proceedings, how made and attaclied to record 35 

Posting of, when made in denouncement proceedings 67 

Ochers free for operation and use 12 

Offenses : 

For not reporting gold in place found in placers 48 

Punishment for 48 

Jurisdiction of courts in... 48 

Offices, miner to use surface for 50 

Orchards : 

Conditions for prospecting in 15 

Limitation on commencement of work in 24 

Overplus : 

Reported upon by engineers 18 

To whom awarded 21 

Dimensions and form of 21 

How laid out 35 

Owner : 

Rights to exploit for manufacturing industries on his own account 8 

Has preference right in mining his land for manufacturing industries.. 10 

Has right to hearing before permit to mine his land, when 10 

Government employees may not be, in mines, under what circumstances 13 

Right to demand indemnity from prospector guaranteed 13 

Must consent to prospecting, when 14 

Exclusive right to consent to prospecting in certain cases 15 

May demand guaranty of indemnity from prospector 15 

Of building has right to grant prospecting nearer than limit 16 

Retains property in surface 18 

May sell before or after title of ownership. 23 

Duty of, to notify governor or alcalde of mines purchased 23 

Of gardens, etc., failing to give ])ermission for prospecting, effect of.... 24 
In denouncement proceedings, must have power of attorney at pro- 
vincial capital 67 

Of ancient claims, may add to their claims, iiow 75 

Ownership of State defined as to minerals 8 

Pastures, when, may be used by miner 51 

Pasture lands, conditions for prospecting 14 

Peat: 

Size and form of claims 19 

Special regulations as to demarcation 19 

Annual tax on mines of 63 

Permission : 

Of owner of ground required 9 

For prospecting required 14 
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Petitions : Page. 

Dispute in, as to class of metal, how settled 7 

To prospect within prohibited limits of properties, to whom addressed.. 16 

For demasias by contiguous owner, and procedure 20 

Number of claims that may be included in 22 

In whose name, for mining claims may be filed 22 

For investigation 22 

For investigation, general definition 24 

For registry, general definition 24 

Priority gained by 24 

May be filed without consent of the owner 24 

For prospecting in gardens, etc., regulations under 24 

For diminution of distance from roads, etc., proceedings under 25 

For investigation and registry, to be addressed to governor or alcalde.. 25 

For prospecting, rules for forming 26 

Numbered consecutively by governor or alcalde 27 

Duties of governor or alcalde on filing, defined 27 

May be filed in the Mining Bureau, special provision 30 

Must be published by the governor or alcalde 30 

For investigation, granted by tlie governor or alcalde 31 

For investigation, decision of governor or alcalde subject to appejil to 

the Superior Civil Governor 31 

Under investigation for concession, may not include more than two 

claims 32 

For tunnels and galleries for investigation 41 

For general galleries, liow drawn and what to contain 42 

For earth and dross heaps 45 

Not accompanied by fees not admitted 55 

Persons (established in the islands) may prospect with license 13 

Phosphates of lime: 

Solid, liquid, or gaseous, are objects of the mining industry 7 

May not be dealt in without concession from tlie Superior Civil 

Governor 8 

Placers : 

Are free for use 12 

Kules relating to gold, in Northern Caniarines 12 

Gold in place found in, how treated 48 

Police, when civil administration controls 8 

Porcelain ware under control of the Superior Civil Governor 10 

Pottery under control of the Superior Civil Governor 9 

Precious metals, size and form of claims 19 

Precious stones: 

Are special objects of the mining industry 7 

May not be dealt in without concession from Sui)eri(;r Civil Governor.. 8 

Preference : 

Owner of ground has, in what cases 10 

Determined by priority in filing petition 24 

Private individuals, mineral on land of 8 

Private lands subject to prospecting 13 

Proceedings : 

For guano concessions 9 

To exploit for manufacturing industries, enumerated 9 

In allotting demasias, defined 18 
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For dividing claims 22 

For obtaining license to mine nearer to road than limit 25 

Main, defined for use of governors and alcaldes 27 

"Main proceedings" defined on filing petitions 28 

Records of, rules regulating denouncements 29 

In demarcation, how record made and signed 85 

For concessions of earth and dross heaps, defined 45 

For cancellation of claims.. 56 

Cancellation at instance of a party 59 

Prospectors : 

Who may prospect 13 

Must notify governor or alcalde of intention to prospect private lands.. 14 

Prospecting : 

Government officers and employees may not prospect 13 

Term defined as to size of working , 13 

General definition of 13 

Extends to all lands regardless of ownership 13 

Owner refusing permission, governor or alcalde may grant 13 

Conditions of, timber, pasture, and cultivated lands 14 

Works of, limit of distance from certain places, defined 16 

Period of permission extends for two years 32 

Publication : 

In denouncement proceedings, when party is a nonresident 26 

In denouncement proceedings to be made 35 

Shall be made of canceled claims on account of failure to pay fees 56 

Of notice of cancellation to be made 56 

Defined in denouncement proceedings 67 

Pueblos, mineral on land of 8 

Public lands: 

Subject to prospecting 18 

Rules regulating use of surface of (Appendix C) 121 

Public servitudes, limit of distance in prospecting 16 

Railroads, limit of distance, in prospecting 16 

Receipt : 

Shall be issued for petition filed 27 

What statements it shall contain, and by whom signed 27 

Registry : 

Petition for 24 

Petition for, to be addressed to governor or alcalde 24 

Reservation of claims for tunnels and galleries 42 

Revenues : 

Decree (1894) regulating taxes of all kinds 63 

Tax on use of surface of State lands 63 

Jurisdiction defined 69 

Rivers, mineral products of, free for operation and use 12 

Roads, miners to use surface for 50 

Salt, annual tax on mines of 63 

Sale of products, when and how allowed 51 

Sands : 

Are of common advantage (manufacturing industries) 8 

Gold and tin bearing, are free for use 12 

Gold-bearing, in Northern Camarines, rules regulating 12 

Gold and tin bearing, size and form of claim -. o 
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Sanitation : Page. 

When civil administration controls 8 

In general galleries and tunnels 43 

Salts: 

Object of mining industry 7 

May not be dealt in without concession from Superior Civil Governor.. 8 

Shafts, governor or alcalde to receive petitions for 25 

Siliceous products are of common advantage 8 

Sluices, miners to use surface for 50 

Soda sulphate: 

Size and form of claim 18 

Annual tax on mines of 68 

Spaniards may prospect 13 

State lands: 

Mineral on 8 

Subject to prospecting 13 

Sulphur, size and form of claims 18 

Superior Civil Governor: 

Must issue concession before minerals of Article 1 can be mined 8 

To allow manufacturing works for pottery and like character 9 

May grant permit for prospecting near public servitudes 16 

To decide on permits to extend work in gardens, etc 25 

Decides on records of demarcation 39 

Issues titles of ownership 40 

Decides on petitions for earth and dross heaps 45 

May vary the amount of legal labor required 49 

Decision of, in proceednigs for denouncement are final 65 

Shall hear Council of Administration in applications for concessions 

when he deems it proper. 65 

Shall always hear Council of Administration in applications for con- 
cessions when there is opposition 65 

Timber lands: 

Conditions for prospecting 14 

Right of miner to use of timber, regulations for 50 

Title of ownership: 

No rights may be invoked based on certain priorities 15 

Transfer permitted before or after 23 

To conform to Model No. 5 and what to contain 38 

Sent to governor or alcalde 40 

Limit of time on delivery of 40 

Is perpetual, subject to performance of conditions 40 

Transfer allowed at all times 23 

{See Alienation.) 

Tribunals, ordinary, general jurisdiction defined 68 

Tunnels : 

Governor or alcalde to receive petitions for 25 

Concessions for, how made; petitions for, and proceedings 41 

Concessions to be issued by the Superior Civil Governor 42 

Line to be followed by 43 

Annual or legal labor required 48 

Opening of, administrative appeal to Council of Administration 66 

Wagon roads, limit of distance in prospecting 16 

War excuse for legal labor, when 57 

Warehouses and workshops, miners to use surface for 50 
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Found in mines, ownership of.... 51 

- Cut off, must be restored 51 

When miner may use 51 

Fall for power, by whom authorized 01 

Fall for power, proceedings for, defined 61 

Limit on governor or alcalde in reporting on water for power 02 

Superior Civil Governor may authorize waterfall for power 02 

Petition for use of water power to governor or alcalde 01 

Watering places, limit of distance in prospecting 10 

Work: 

When, under manufacturing industries concession may commence 10 

Limitation on commencement of, in certain cases 24 

Nearer than prescribed limit to roads, etc., must be preceded by a 

license 25 

To be done on placer when gold is foimd in place 48 
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